
Local football
STONY STRATFORD TOWN are now sixth
in division one of the South Midlands
league after they drew 1-1 with Bedford
and a 1-0 win for NEW BRADWELL ST
PETER keeps them two points clear in
fifth.

WINSLOW UNITED lost 2-1 to Sport
London Benfica and remain second from

bottom.
In division two OLD BRADWELL UNITED

had another bad day at the office as they
lost 6-1 to Kings Langley.

MURSLEY UNITED'S match with Kent
Athletic was postponed.

Free golf lessons
A GOLF centre is offering free lessons for

beginners and families at its open days
this weekend.

Abbey Hill Golf Centre, on Monks Way,
Two Mile Ash, will hold its open days on
Saturday April 5 and Sunday April 6 from
9am-4pm.

The event will also include putting
competitions against MK Dons mascot
Mooie the Cow, with the chance to win

tickets to MK Dons games, children's
entertainment and competitions raising
money for Thames Valley and Chiltern Air
Ambulance.

Gordon Forster, general manager of the
centre, said: "Golf is a great game that
can be enjoyed by men and women of all
ages, and is ideal for families.

"It is now much more accessible than it

used to be and the idea of the open days
is to give everyone the chance to enjoy
their first experience of golf as part of a
fun, informal day and give kids a chance
to play Tiger Woods' game for real, not
just on a computer."

To pre-book a free lesson call 01908
563845, or email:
info@abbeyhillgc.co.uk.
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SCOTTISH ROCKS 82
Hamptin 25, Joseph 15, Wohlers 15

MK LIONS 85
Williams 24, Brown 16, Windless 13

NEWCASTLE EAGLES 82
Stewart 18, Defoe/Babalola 15

MK LIONS 68
Williams 18, Youngblood 14, Jamison 9

A CRUCIAL win over Scottish Rocks
keeps MK Lions’ hopes of a home advan-
tage in the play-offs alive.

An overtime victory against their clos-
est rivals for fourth spot could prove to
be pivotal come the end of the season.

It wasn’t all good news for the Lions
though, as they were well beaten by the
league’s high flyers Newcastle Eagles.

The Lions’ match against the Rocks
was live on Setanta Sports and the TV
crew certainly chose an action packed
fixture.

Yorick Williams got the Lions rolling
and soon after Dru Spinks added two
from the free-throw line and a three
pointer to keep their noses in front.

Yet, the Scottish Rocks, had a late 10-3
run, inspired by Rob Yanders, that gave
them a 23-15 lead at the end of the first
stanza.

The home side stretched their advan-
tage to 39-26 within eight minutes of
the restart before Tony Windless, Kevin
Griffin and Shawn Jamison clawed the
Lions back into contention.

Mike New landed a basket at the
buzzer to narrow the deficit to nine
points.

The Lions kept plugging away with
Griffin netting a triple but the work was
once again undone as the hosts rallied
and stayed ahead thanks to a brilliant
shot from Julius Jospeh.

But the game changed immediately
after the break as the Lions recorded a
10-3 burst to get within two points
before Terrell Brown tied the scores.

New gave the Lions the lead for the
first time since the opening quarter and
Vince Macauley’s side finished the third
on the front foot with a six point cush-
ion.

However, there were more twists in the
game as both teams exchanges score
and at the sound of the buzzer in the
final quarter they were tied.

In over time Lions’ New held his nerve
to bag a free-throw on the line and seal
the win.
■ LIONS have back to back home
matches this weekend. On Friday they
host Worcester Wolves, tip-off is at
7.30pm and on Sunday Birmingham
Panthers are at Bletchley Leisure
Centre, tip-off is at 4pm.

■ FOR a full match report on the Lions’
defeat at Newcastle log on to:
www.mk-news.co.uk

BY ROB GIBSON
rob.gibson@mk-news.co.uk

MK LIGHTNING suffered a cruel
blow to their play-off final hopes at
the end of a drama-packed week-
end.

Joel Petkoff’s sudden-death over-
time strike saw Swindon Wildcats
beat Lightning 2-1 at the Link Centre
on Sunday.

The result sets up a nail-biting
clash against Bracknell, with three
teams tied on four points behind
leaders Slough.

It was a disappointing end to a
weekend which started promisingly
at Planet Ice.

But 24 hours after hammering the
Wildcats 6-1, Lightning were
exposed with just 34.8 seconds

remaining on the clock.
With penalty shots looming,

Petkoff hit past Lightning netminder
Barry Hollyhead from long range to
snatch victory.

Wildcats had taken a 1-0 lead on

2.02 when Matty Davies received the
puck on the right from Wayne
Fiddes, skipped past a couple of
challenges and squeezed it past
Hollyhead from a tight angle.

Adam Radmall, Gary Clarke and
Matt Towalski went close for
Lightning before Poole took control
on the power play on 6.43.

The coach fed Mikko Skinnari who
drove the puck from distance,
beyond Craze’s grasp to equalise.

On Saturday netminder Barry
Hollyhead was in inspired form, sav-
ing shot after shot.

At the other end, Lightning struck
first at 5.25, Ales Parez feeding Toni
Alasaarela, who smashed the puck
past the helpless Nathan Craze.

The pair combined again to add
another, before a turnover on centre

ice led to a third in the 16th minute.
Petkoff grabbed a consolation goal

with an excellent shot over
Hollyhead’s shoulder.

McPherson and Poole stretched
the visitor’s defence on the counter
attack, creating space for Clarke to
score a fourth at 36.27.

The win was wrapped up at 52.45, a
long pass from McPherson finding
Towalski, who finished with ease.

Poole completed the rout with his
second of the night but it will be
Sunday’s performance that sticks in
the memory ahead of a nerve-shred-
ding double with Bracknell this
weekend.
■ Lightning are at home to Bracknell
Bees on Saturday, face-off is at 7pm.

The return leg is on Sunday, face-
off at 6pm.

Lightning play-off blow
as Wildcats bite back

Under pressure: MK Lighting defence try to get in a block in front of netminder Barry Hollyhead. Pictures: Jez Tibbetts

Mikko Skinnari
tackles Stewart Tait

Scots on
the rocks
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