
FIRST of all, it’s good to be
back! I think the break is
just what I needed and
everybody loves a holiday!

While I was away it gave
me time to re-focus and it’s
now back to getting my
head down, more hard work
and trying to get fit.

I know it’s early on in the
season and by no means are
the staff or players getting
carried away, but, I have to
say, as a player and a fan it’s
always nice to open the
paper on Sunday and see
your team top of the league.

The lads have been flying
and long may it continue.
Every player is playing his
part and there is a fantastic
atmosphere around the
place at the moment.

I missed the Darlington
game but I managed to
make it up to Morecambe
where, I have to say, I was
very surprised by a strong
Morecambe outfit who tried
to play football the right
way. Not many teams will go
up there and walk over
them this season.

Everyone that has seen us
this year will know that we
are a much tougher
prospect and give nothing
away cheaply as the four
clear sheets on the bounce
show. What’s also impress-
ing me are the goals we
score. There must have been
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a few already in the running
for goal of the season.
Lloyd’s on Saturday was a
thunderbolt and I would
like to see him hit a few
more.

My feeling is that the team
that is most consistent will
win this league and we are
definitely putting pressure
on the teams around us. The
hard work starts now
because when you’re top
everybody wants to knock
you down but the lads know
this and the manager sets
the highest standards.

It’s no secret that I write
this on Monday afternoon
so hopefully when you are
reading it we should have
won five on the spin.

Saturday’s match against
Bradford will be tough as we
have seen the relegated
clubs are strong. At home
though, we seem to play our
best stuff as the big surface
suits our passing style.

Hope to see you all in great
spirits on Saturday, I would
say showing off my tan but I
spent half of the holiday in
bed with sun stroke! I’d take
wet weather every time!

MITCH

PAUL
MITCHELL

MKODONS
LAST NIGHT’S ACTION FROM MANSFIELD

Liverpool legends
FANCY spending an evening chatting to
some Liverpool legends? You can, if you
attend the Liverpool Legends Sportsman’s
Dinner at stadium:mk.

Phil Neal, David
Johnson and
Bruce Grobbelaar,
right, will be
attending the first
sportsman’s din-
ner to be held at
MK Dons’ new
stadium.

MK NEWS are
proud sponsors of
the evening which
has been organ-
ised by  Milton
Keynes Sporting Club, who also hosted a
successful eveing with Matt Le Tissier ear-
lier this year.

The evening, which includes a four-course
meal, will take place on Wednesday,
November 14 and will start at 7.30pm.

Tickets cost £40, for more information call
0871 7261235 or visit www.mksporting-
club.co.uk.

Rugby round-up
BLETCHLEY were nilled for the second time
this season, this time it was at the hands of
High Wycombe.

Life in the West Two east division has
proved tougher than expected as Wycombe
posted 39 unanswered points.

OLNEY are continuing to top the Southern
Counties north division following their 22-7
win over Wallingford.

Rhys Peakman charged down a clearance
to open the scoring for Olney, before he
broke through the Wallingford defence to
end the match.

MK have slipped to eight place in the

league after they lost to Witney.
Richard Hill crossed the line for Olney

while Dafydd Bretherton kicked two penal-
ties but Witney were the better side as the
final score read 22-11.

Local Football
IN the South Midlands division one STONY
STRATFORD TOWN handed out a thrashing
as they beat Cranfield University 7-0, NEW
BRADWELL ST PETER won 3-2 against Sun
Postal Sports, while WINSLOW TOWN lost 4-
1 to Kentish Town.

BUCKINGHAM ATHLETIC were held to a
goalless draw with Hoddesdon Town.

MURSLEY TOWN won their division two tie
against Tring Corinthians 5-1.

NEWPORT PAGNELL are in eight place in
the United Counties premier division follow-
ing their 5-3 win over Bourne Town.

OLNEY Town drew 1-1 with Thrapston
Town in their division one fixture.

MKSPORTSSHORTS

ICE HOCKEY BASKETBALL

MOTOR RACING

MK Lightning had a mixed weekend as
they saw their undefeated run come to
an end to Chelmsford Chieftains, but hit
back in style to beat Sheffield Scimitars.

The EPL cup clash against Chelmsford
was made harder for Lightning as they
lost Ales Parez through injury and Toni
Alasaarela who returned home for the
birth of his son.

Chelmsford started the game in their
typical attacking fashion when Rastislav
Palov found the back of the net before
Euan Forsyth doubled the visitors lead
five minutes later.

It was a tough ask for Lightning to get
back into the scrappy first period, but
Gary Clarke managed to pull a goal back
a minute from time.

And a strong second period display
helped Lightning take the lead as they
grabbed two goals in under a minute
from Clarke and Ross Bowers.

Yet it was Chelmsford who finished the
game in style, scoring the leveller and the
winner in the final period to move up to
second place in the group, while Light-
ning stay top.

On Sunday Lightning put in the perfor-
mance fans have become accustom to as
they beat an in-form Sheffield side.

After a goalless first period, Grant
McPherson and Adam Radmall both got
their names on the score sheet as Light-
ning opened up a well deserved lead and
the defence worked well to keep Sheffield
out of the game.

Parez started the third period in similar
fashion as he added Lightning’s third a
minute after the restart, although Robert
Dowd managed to grab a goal back for
Sheffield but Clarke put the game beyond
doubt when he sealed the 4-1 win.

� Lightning host Guildford in the EPL
cup this Saturday, face-off 7pm, before
they travel to Peterborough on Sunday in
the league, face-off 5.30pm.

MK Lions 94 
(Williams 21, Brown 19, Heizer 15)

Worcester Wolves 90 
(Paez 31, Mallon 16, Hallgrimson 12)

MK Lions edged out Worcester Wolves
in a stunning game at Bletchley
Leisure Centre.

As the teams exchanged scores
throughout it was left to the final quar-
ter for the Lions to seal the win and
they did so in dramatic style.

With a minute remaining on the clock
the Lions were trailing by five points
and managed to pull the scores level 33
seconds from the end before Dru
Spinks nailed two free-throws to clinch
the points.

Lions are second in the British Bas-
ketball League with a game in hand.

Worcester took an early  8-14 lead
before Yorick Williams got the score
rolling for the Lions with a pair of
threes and four free-throws that helped
build a slender 30-28 advantage at the
end of the first quarter.

But the Wolves promptly replied at
the start of the second with back-to-
back baskets which put the visitors
ahead, yet it was a short lived lead as
Kevin Griffin hit a triple and Peter
Heizer scored two free-throws to tie the
game 49 each at the half time buzzer.

In the third quarter the Lions threw
away the chance to extend a lead by
missing five free-throws before
Anthony Paez triggered an impressive
11-0 burst for the Wolves.

New boy Williams continued his
impressive start to the season as he
plugged away to bring the sides back
on level terms but Wolves’ Michael
Gayle had the final say of the quarter
when he hit a trio of threes to take the
scores to 75-80 in favour of the visitors
to set up an exciting finale.

The scores remained close until
Robert Youngblood entered the fray to
inspire his side to add late points as the
Wolves committed needless fouls
which resulted in Spinks netting the
winner. 

MARK Webber was sick as a parrot at the
Japanese Grand Prix and that was before
Sebastian Vettel ended his high-flying
race.

The Aussie saw his chances of claiming a
career best second place fall apart when
Vettel, driving for Red Bull’s sister team
Toro Rosso, smashed into the back of him
during a safety car period.

Despite suffering a bout of food poison-
ing and even vomiting in his helmet dur-
ing the race Webber had a magnificent
spell behind the wheel, in treacherous
conditions, to sit just behind Lewis Hamil-
ton until Vettel stopped his race 45 laps in.

A furious Webber blasted Vettel for the

mistake, he said: “That was a completely
disastrous finish. We were in very, very
good shape to challenge Lewis for first
today. We were strong and I didn’t make
any mistakes despite the tricky conditions. 

“I would have liked to have continued to
the end of the race. Vettel was a bit wild
during the first safety car period and then
did a very good job of hitting me very hard
under the second safety car.”

There was better news for Red Bull as
David Coulthard grabbed fourth place, his
best finish of the season, and with it five
points to keep the team in fifth place in the
constructors championship, just five
points behind Williams-Toyota.

In a race which saw several cars spin off
and the safety car be deployed on numer-
ous occasions, Coulthard used his vast
experience to safely guide his car through
the danger and pick up the points.

After the race Coulthard, who wore a
special hemet dedicated to the late Colin
McRae, said: “That was very, very difficult.
It’s a crazy thing to be a racing driver – on
the one hand you’re scared, but on the
other, you’re having the time of your life
because every moment you’re right on the
edge, even on the straights. 

“I’m happy to score points, but obviously
I’m sorry for the team to lose what looked
like some great points with Mark. ”

Leon Knight has his forward pass blocked                               

The Mansfield defence keep close attention on Aaron Wilbraham

Keith Andrews evades the attention of two defenders

Webber shunted out but Coulthard hits points

Chieftains end
MK Lightning’s
unbeaten run

Wolves sent packing

� This Friday the Lions host Guildford Heat at
Blecthley Leisure Centre, Tip-off 7.30pm.

Shawn Jamison stretches to put a rebound
in.
For more pictures from the game go to our
website: www.mk-news.co.uk
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