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Lions turn out for injured star
MK Lions players and coach Vince Macauley
took part in a charity basketball game during
their Christmas break.

The Guildford Heat versus BBL All-Stars
match was dedicated to Brian Dux, the
Guildford point guard who suffered life-threat-
ening injuries in a car crash in November. The
player is now recovering back home in the
USA.

Macauley and Mike New were among the
stars who featured in the match in front of a
packed out 12,000 people.

Guildford were the eventual winners in the
closely fought match, the final score reading
108 - 92 in their favour.

Local football
STONY STRATFORD TOWN are up to fourth
place in division one of the South Midlands
league following their 1-0 win over
Buckingham Athletic.

WINSLOW UNITED ended their year on a
high note with a 2-0 win over Brache Sparta
while NEW BRADWELL ST PETER drew 2-2
with Ampthill Town.

In division two MURSLEY UNITED beat
Padbury United 3-2 but then lost 1-0 to Kings
Langley and OLD BRADWELL UNITED lost 4-1
to Crawley Green.

NEWPORT PAGNELL TOWN continued their
slump in the United Counties premier division
as they conceded four goals for the second

time in three games as they lost 4-0 to
Blackstones.

OLNEY TOWN had better fortunes in division
one as they beat Daventry United 2-1.

Korfball call
A NEW year, why not try a new sport? Three
korfball clubs, MK Bucks, City and Roos are
offering free sessions throughout January
for beginners. The sports is played by
teams of four men and four women, using
similar skills to basketball, handball and
netball.

If you are interested you can find out
more in formation at www.korfballinmk
.co.uk or call Darren Gray on 253653.

MKSPORTSSHORTS

MOTOR RACING

ICE HOCKEY

MK Lightning stormed back to winning
ways in the English Premier League by
thumping Telford Tigers 10-1.

Former Tiger Gary Clarke was inspira-
tional for Lightning leading the goal scor-
ing with a hat-trick to his name as they
fired from all cylinders.

Lightning had suffered in their results
during the hectic Christmas schedule
with only a narrow win at Wightlink to
cheer about.

But they put their festive hangovers
behind them to keep their hands on third
place, a point in front of Slough Jets who
have played the same number of games.

Lightning’s intentions were clear from
the offset as Clarke fired in the opener
with three minutes on the clock. His sec-
ond came five minutes later, the result of
a move started by net minder Barry
Hollyhead, before Toni Alasaarela played
in Clarke to double their lead.

Telford were holding their own in the
first period with Dean Tonks pulling one
back for the visitors five minutes before
the break.

But that was as good as it got for the
Tigers as Grant McPherson added a third
midway through the second and Clarke
then bagged his hat-trick with assistance
from Ales Parez.

The final period was when Lightning
really hit their form as the tired Tigers fell
apart.

Parez turned from goal provider to a
scorer straight from the restart and
Alasaarela joined him three minutes later.

With Lightning being five in front it was
time for the youngsters to get involved
with 18-year-old Danny Chaplen claim-
ing a rare goal on the 47th minute.

The more experienced players then
played their part in the goal scoring front,
with Adam Randmall getting on the score
sheet after player-coach Nick Poole net-
ted eight with help from Alasaarela and
Aiden Mahmud.

Ross Bowers then rounded off the ram-
pant display for Lighting four minutes
from time to seal a more than convincing
win.

� LIGHTNING have secured the second-
leg of their EPL Cup semi-final as a home
match. They will travel to Bracknell Bees
on January, 16 for an 8pm face-off before
hosting Bracknell on the 24th. Face-off is
at 7.45pm.
� TOMORROW Lightning host Swindon
Wildcats at Planet Ice, face-off is at 7pm.

Clarke inspires
with hat-trick

THE car that holds the hopes and aspira-
tions for Red Bull Racing’s 2008 season
will be unveiled in two weeks time.

On January, 16 the RB4 will make its
debut at the Jerez race track in Spain
where testing the machine will begin.

The car has a lot to live up to as it suc-
ceeds the RB3 which earned the Milton
Keynes-based team 24 points and led
them to a record fifth place in the con-
structors’ championship.

But by the same token the new car will
be expected be a finer running machine
as the RB3 was plagued with unreliability
problems which forced drivers Mark
Webber and David Coulthard to retire on
numerous occasions.

With Geoff Willis and Adrian Newey the
brains behind the new machine, big
things are expected.

Yet, team principal Christian Horner is
just looking for improvements, he said:

“In 2007 we gave away approximately 24
points as a result of poor reliability, with-
out which we would have been much
closer to Renault and ahead of Williams,”
he explained.

“This is therefore one of our key focuses
for 2008. With the same engine as the fac-
tory Renault team they, more than any
other team, are our barometer. 2008 is
certainly set to be another very close sea-
son.”

BY SIMONE CORGAN
simone.corgan@mk-news.co.uk

MK Dons started the New Year
like they finished the last, with
a 1-0 win.

Mansfield Town were the
unfortunate team faced with
the task of putting an end to the
Dons’ unbeaten run of six
games and it proved to be mis-
sion impossible for the relega-
tion-threatened side.

For the third consecutive
match the score line stood one
for the Dons, none for their
opposition and the push for
promotion shows no signs of
stuttering.

However, as the narrow victo-
ry would suggest, it did not go
all the Dons’ way as the Stags
battled hard and stifled attacks.

There is a real fight in
Mansfield which makes their
position in the league, second
from bottom and three points
from safety, appear harsh on
Billy Dearden’s team.

Perhaps if they had better
luck they may have been able
to test the Dons all the way, but
fifteen minutes in the visitors
must have known it just was
not going to be there day.

First top scorer Michael
Boulding went off clutching his
hamstring and when his
replacement John McAliskley
pulled up quarter of an hour
later it seemed as though the
writing was on the wall for the
Stags.

Opportunities had fallen to
the Dons with Mark Wright and

Drewe Broughton heading over
the bar and Keith Andrews hav-
ing his shot cleared off the line,
but there had been no break
through.

Danny Sleath gave every rea-
son for the visitors to go in at
half-time with plenty of hope
as he had their best chance just
before the break after he broke
into the box and his left-footed
strike was charged down by
Willy Gueret.

It was clearly the inspiration
they needed with their best
period coming in the ten min-
utes following the restart.

Yet, the Dons dealt the cru-
ellest of blows, just as it looked
like the Stags could take a
shock lead they were back in
their half and a goal behind.

A master strike from Andrews
was all that separated the sides
at full-time, but it was a free-
kick of superb quality that
deserves to win matches.

Stags keeper Carl Muggleton
did managed to get a touch on
the fierce delivery as it
smashed the inside of the bar
and fell through to the back of
the net.

The goal quickly put an end to
any dreams of the Stags leaving
stadiummk with a point, once
behind they never looked like
coming back and when Danny
Swailes had a volley saved on
the line by Muggleton it was
just a case of defending to pre-
vent the Dons from doubling
the lead.

Keith Andrews left fires in the winner from a free kick

Keeper Carl Mugleton lies in despair as Mark Wright and Drew
Broughton turn away in triumph after the Dons take the lead

One-nil the
way to win

Big things expected of Red Bull’s new motor

Top: Gary Clarke moves in to score one of
his hat-trick goals against against Telford
Tigers

Above: Lightning pile the pressure during
thier 10-1 victory over Telford.
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