
Bletchley boy does good
ARSENAL’S Mark Randall is earning
high praise from Burnley boss Owen
Coyle, where he is currently on loan.

The 18-year-old from Bletchley joined
the Championship side from the Gun-
ners on January transfer deadline day
and has made five appearances.

The midfielder has impressed with
Arsenal but went to the Clarets to gain
first team experience.

Coyle said: “We know he’s got a ter-
rific range of passing and it’s always
pleasing when a kid so young comes
into that stage and against some quality
players he certainly looked the busi-
ness. I think there’s stuff that we are
trying to actively work on in his game to
improve him, but I think everyone can
see when he does get on the ball he’s a
very gifted footballer and he’s just got a
natural flow to his play.”

Local football
STONY STRATFORD TOWN were
knocked out of the Berks and Bucks
Intermediate Cup as they lost 4-0 to
North Bucks premier division’s PB
(Milton Keynes) in the semi-final.

In South Midlands division one
NEW BRADWELL ST PETER are in
third following a 2-0 win over
Brache Sparta while WINSLOW
UNITED are still rock bottom despite

a 1-1 draw with Cheshunt Reserves.
BUCKINGHAM ATHLETIC are in 12th

place after a 1-1 draw with Harpen-
den Town.
NEWPORT PAGNELL were beaten 5-0
by Sleaford Town and remain 15th in
the United Counties premier divi-
sion.

In division two OLNEY TOWN are
eighth despite losing 3-1 to
Northampton Sileby Rangers.
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IT seems as the end of the season
draws closer by the game, and the
league table seems to get tighter
every time you check it, games
become all about results and maybe
not so much the performance.

I have to say though, on Saturday
afternoon against Chester we got
both.

We created plenty of chances
against a team intent on putting
every player available behind the
ball.

No one can blame Chester as this
isn’t unheard of when it comes to
away team tactics at stadiummk.

I know there have been a million
different points of view on why some
of are best performances have been
away from home.

I think this is mainly due to the neg-
ative formations of the teams that
travel to play us at our place. Like I’ve
said before, it’s a great mark of
respect but it certainly doesn’t make
great viewing for the fans.

What we did brilliantly Saturday
was kept our patience and played the
game at the highest tempo possible.

This tends to tire the opposition as
it’s always easier to run when you
have the ball, which in turn reduces
the chasing team’s concentration and
gaps start to appear.

They did on Saturday and we man-
aged to take advantage.

With suspensions and injuries the
squad is really being tested to the
max, but this is where the Gaffer’s
ability to spot a talented player has
come to the fore.

Bringing in the likes of John Miles,
Jordan Hadfield and Jake Livermore
has been a master stroke and he’s
done it for next to nothing.

As I’m no maths whiz, I can’t tell you
how much the manager has spent,
but it would be one league table we
certainly wouldn’t be top of!

From now to the end of the season
there will be teams fighting for pro-
motion or trying to keep the threat of
relegation at bay, so it’s going to take
everybody’s best possible efforts to
succeed.

See you all soon                         
MITCH

FANS’ FAVOURITE WRITES

PAUL
MITCHELL

MK LIGHTNING are one match away
from the Knockout Cup final.

Tomorrow they will host Guildford
Flames with a three goal advantage
following a 6-3 win in the first-leg.

Lightning fans will be desperate to
reach the final to add a glimmer of
hope to what has been a grim few
months.

It was a superb performance from
Nick Poole and his side at Guildford,
one which they must match if they are
to keep the Flames at bay.

Unfortunately, the cup display could
not be repeated at the weekend as
Lightning slipped to their ninth
straight league defeat.

The first clash with Guildford was
one of Lightning’s best all round per-
formances in weeks with a storming
start setting a bench mark in their
match.

Gary Clarke netted four minutes in
and ten minutes later Ales Parez fired
in a power play to give Lightning a two
goal advantage.

The Flames pulled one back just
before the break with Taras Foremsky
striking from Milos Melicherick’s
assist.

But a brilliant second period
allowed Lightning to tighten their grip
on proceedings as Clarke and Parez
both added to the scoreline and Nick
Poole made it 5-1 on the 35th minute.

Guildford were able to narrow the
deficit in the final period as Vaclav
Zavoral and Neil Liddiard responding
to Ross Bowers’ early goal for Light-
ning.

With three goals in their favour
Lightning’s fate will be in their own

hands tomorrow night and to edge
out Guildford they will need to put
two poor results against Romford to
the back of their minds.

On Saturday Clarke and Matt Towal-
ski had given Lightning a 2-1 advan-
tage but Romford Raiders pulled two
back in the final ten minutes to steal
the points.

And the same happened at Romford
on Sunday, despite Lightning looking
favourites to win with a 4-1 lead five
minutes from time.

Mikko Skinnari struck twice with
Poole and Toni Alasaarela each find-

ing the net to give Lightning what
appeared to be an insurmountable
lead with just over ten minutes
remaining.

But the wheels fell off in spectacular
fashion as Romford bagged four goals
in five minutes to claim victory from
the jaws defeat.

� LIGHTNING host Guildford tomor-
row night, face-off is at 7.45pm. On
Saturday Chelmsford come to Planet
Ice, face-off at 7pm, before Lightning
travel to Bracknell Bees on Sunday,
face-off is at 6pm.

NEWCASTLE EAGLES 87 
Stewart 24, Babalola 22, Hyatt 18
MK LIONS 78
Youngblood 17, New 14, Williams 14

LEAGUE leaders Newcastle Eagles avenged
their BBL Cup Final defeat as they beat MK
Lions 87-78

It was the first time the two sides have
met in the league this season, but in the
BBL Cup back in January the Lions were
the stronger team.

Since then the Lions have fallen from
joint first to fourth and Newcastle handed
them their first back-to-back defeats in the
league since October.

Former Eagles star Mike New looked
determined to take two points from his old
team as he, at times, kept the Lions within
touching distance.

The Lions, trailing 8-2 in the opening
stage were dealt a huge blow as they lost
the injured Tony Windless who joined vet-
eran Shawn Jamison in the sidelines.

Dru Spinks and Kevin Griffin rallied the
team as they combined to take the Lions
within a point in the final minute before
Robert Youngblood netted a free-throw to
tie the score at 16-16.

In the second quarter the Eagles started
to take a grip with player-coach Fabulous
Flournoy scoring four points in a 9-0 tear.
After a brief time-out the Lions responded
with Terrell Brown posting seven, yet once
again Newcastle broke the game open with
a 13-0 tear to lead 45-30 at half-time.

New had the Lions within six points as he
added five alongside scores from Young-
blood and Yorick Williams but the hosts
stretched their lead at 64-48 , before the
Lions ensured that they were still in the
game in the decisive quarter as they netted
the last five points of the third.

The Lions gave their all in the final stage
with Williams and Spinks nailing three
pointers either side of a basket from Griffin.

However, the Eagles’ Lynard Stewert
sealed the result with ten points to ensure
the Lions trail the BBL leaders by ten points
with ten games remaining.
� ON Friday the Lions host Leicester Rid-
ers at Bletchley Leisure Centre, tip-off
7.30pm. on Sunday they travel to Cheshire
Jets, tip-off is at 5.30pm.

Lightning get set for
final knockout blow

Ales Parez mixes it in front of the Romford net                     Picture Jez Tibbetts

Hillcroft Works , Stewkley Road, Soulbury. 
LU7 0DH (10min from MK)

www.vagtech.co.ukServicing to above main dealer standards. Repairs & Maintenance, 
Diagnostic & Fault Finding. Air conditioning Services.Tyre fitting & Wheel 

balancing Performance tuning services and much more

VW & AUDI INDEPENDENT SPECIALIST
FREE WINTER SAFETY CHECK
FREE DIAGNOSTIC CHECK

Accurately diagnose your fault before 
you get into big repair bills

HUGE SAVINGS 
Against Main Dealer Prices

Call Today 01525 279513
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Call for your FREE REVO TRIAL
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