
ANYONE who listens to
Dons World on a Saturday
will probably know that I
was cutting it a bit fine get-
ting to my seat for kick off.

Having hit some traffic on
the way to Rochdale I strug-
gled to get a good parking
spot and had to hobble a
fair distance to the ground.

Saying that, the walk back
afterwards gave me fair time
to reflect on the game and
its last few minutes.

Having seen us control the
match for more or less the
full 90 minutes, the end
result came as a complete
bombshell. Football has a
nasty habit of doing that
and it often doesn’t give
what you deserve.

My feeling walking back to
the car was that we had
been robbed. At least Dick
Turpin had the respect to
wear a mask!

We felt we defended very
well for long parts of the
contest and never looked in
any real danger till the end.

It was also nice to see
Kevin Gallen get two very
good goals and I have a feel-
ing there will be many more
from him.

As I’ve said before on
many occasions, after a
defeat the next match can’t
come quickly enough.

Anyone who has watched
us will know that night
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games usually bring the
best out of us.

Friday’s game against
Notts County will bring a
few mixed emotions for me
to say the least. It’s well doc-
umented how I broke my leg
and ankle against them in
February, so you can under-
stand me maybe not being
so overjoyed in seeing them
so soon.

I have no ill feeling
towards Stephen Hunt as it
wasn’t a bad tackle. Injuries
happen, it’s just the nature
of the sport. But a victory
would be nice little payback
for eight months in the gym! 

The transfer window has
now close and I have to say
that it has left us with a very
strong-looking squad. There
was also one departure in JP,
I was very sad to see him go
as we were good friends but
that is football and things
move so fast. Everybody
wishes him all the best.

So hopefully I will see you
all on Friday night at the
game cheering us on as
always and hopefully with-
out a hangover Saturday
morning!
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LOCAL FOOTBALL
IN division one STONY STRATFORD won their
midweek game against Ampthill Town 5-4,
and beat Brache Sparta 3-2.

NEW BRADWELL ST PETER lost 4-1 to
Amersham Town, but won 1-0 against Cran-
field United.

WINSLOW UNITED lost 3-1 to BUCKINGHAM
ATHLETIC, and suffered further misery when
they were beaten 6-1 Sport London e Ben-
fica.

Arlesey Athletic held Buckingham Athletic to
a 1-1 draw.

In division two MURSLEY UNITED beat OLD
BRADWELL UNITED 3-1.

Harvey glide to gold
MK pilot Pete Harvey has won the Open Class

at the European Gliding Championships in
France.

Harvey was defending the title that he won
in Finland in 2005 and this latest success
now gives him medals at each of the last
three championships, having also won the sil-
ver medal in 2004.

Korfball kick-off
THE new indoor korfball season starts again
this month and the clubs in MK are looking
for new players, including complete begin-
ners.

Korfball is growing quickly in the new city,
playing numbers have trebled in a year.

The newest club, MK Roos commence train-
ing at Shenley Brook End Leisure Centre from
8-9.30pm every Wednesday and are keen to

welcome men and women to what is the only
mixed-gender team sport.

Korfball originates from Holland but is now
played in 60 nations and incorporates skills
from basketball, handball and netball.

More info on www.korfballinmk.co.uk or
call Jon on 07885983936 or Katie on
07730908745.

Honda endurance test
DAYTONA’S second 500 kilometre team-rac-
ing endurance event, the Daytona 500 was
won by Honda Racing F1 team.

The event, held on Sunday, August 19, was
entered by 14 teams of between two and
eight drivers, but the Honda Racing F1 held
off strong competition from Abbey 1 to win
the day-long event.
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MORRANTS FOUR
COUNTIES LEAGUE
DIVISION ONE
GREAT Brickhill are champi-
ons after an undefeated sea-
son which ended with a con-
vincing nine wicket win
against New Bradwell.

Shannon Tubb, as he has
been throughout the season,
was the star performer for
Brickhill, claiming 3-36 and
hitting an unbeaten 80 to seal
the championship.

EATON Bray clinched the
runners-up spot with their 96
run victory over relegated
Mentmore.

MILTON Keynes, relegated
last week, lost to Cubbington
while Newport Pagnell finish is
eighth place following their
defeat to sixth placed North
Crawley.

MK CITY finished their sea-
son on a high in fourth, with a
two wicket win against
Winslow Town.

DIVISION TWO
TRING Park finished at the top
of the table and Aspley Guise
will follow them to the next
division after their draw with
Old Bradwell saw them clinch
the second spot.

TURVEY and Stewkley suf-
fered relegation, with Soulbury
surviving by just two points. 

OLNEY Town finished third,
they beat Aston Clinton by 97
runs.

DIVISION THREE
IT was a closely run competi-
tion with Open University
claiming the top spot by seven
points, with Biddenham taking
the runners-up place.

SHENLEY Church end could
feel disappointed as they
missed out on second place by
seven points, as they lost to the

champions on the final day.
EGGINGTON and Steeple

Claydon were relegated from
the division.

DIVISION FOUR
WHITCHURCH were declared
the champions by picking up a
maximum 30 points in their
win against MK.

The loss for MK condemned
them to relegation, as Harling-
ton pushed out of the danger
with a win against Old Brad-
well, who were also relegated.

NORTH Crawley slipped in to
second place, but they guaran-
teed promotion last week.

DIVISION FIVE
MK City and Printers clinched
the top places and Winslow
Town and Stewkley were rele-

gated last week.
CUBBINGTON lost to Print-

ers, but still take the third ,
fourth placed Olney beat Wing.

DIVISION SIX
NEWPORT Pagnell and Turvey
will play a division higher next
year as they grabbed the top
spots.

IVINGHOE and Pitstone lost
to MK Park, by four wickets, to
miss out on a chance take sec-
ond place.

EGGINGTON and Cubbing-
ton finished at the bottom of
the table, joint on 137 points.

CHERWELL LEAGUE
MK Park go into their last two
games knowing they have to
win, as they fell 34 runs short of
victory.

Great Tew’s youngster Jamie
Smith punished Park’s bowling
attack, racking up 97 runs to
help his side set up 237 runs as
a target.

Park’s James Ward and James
Clarke combined to post 81
runs, but they could not match
Great Tew’s innings and are
now 44 points from safety.

NORTHANTS LEAGUE
STONY Stratford suffered their
seventh defeat of the season,
as they slipped to a three
wicket defeat to Rushden
Town.

Graham Carter top scored for
Stony, hitting 86 from 129 balls,
as they set Rushden 209.

In reply, five of the top six
batsmen hit double figures
and they matched the total in
50.4 overs.

Great Brickhill champs

False dawn: Mark Wright congratulates Kevin Gallen after his
headed cross led to Gallen’s second against Rochdale on Saturday

MK LIGHTNING did the double over
Romford in the perfect start to their pre-
season, and this weekend they face their
biggest rivals, Peterborough Phantoms.

Lightning scored six in both of their
games, with Ross Bowers and Michael
Wales getting hat-tricks, and conceded
four in two dominating displays.

With a mix of old and new faces, it was
chance for player-coach Nick Poole to get
an idea of his teams chances before the
league campaign starts in two weeks.

Poole said: “I was pleased with the per-
formances, it was the first chance to look

at the new players in a competitive game.”
Last season was the first time in five

years that Lightning have not picked up a
piece of silverware, but Poole is setting his
sights high this time round.

“Realistically our target this year is the
top three for the league. There are three
trophies up for grabs and we want to be in
the finals.”

After a long summer break, Poole admit-
ted the players were glad to be back out on
the ice, he said: “We are looking forward to
playing Peterborough this weekend and
we’re playing for the ashes!”

The ‘ashes’ at stake are those of the
equipment former Lightning players
James Morgan and Dwayne Newman used
before they moved to Peterborough in the
summer.

“They are our biggest rivals and for two
players to move from MK to Peterborough
is a pretty big deal. The ashes will give the
game an extra competitive edge, and a lit-
tle added twist for fans.”

� Face-off at the Planet Ice Arena is 7pm.
The return leg is on Sunday, at Peterbor-
ough’s Planet Ice, face-off is at 5.30pm.

Ashes test adds spice for Lightning fans

The party starts as Aris and Tubb return to the clubhouse after sealing Great Brickhill’s win

MKNEWS | www.mk-news.co.uk | September 5, 2007 | 99


