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Tiger by the tail
IAN Poulter has been left with a red face after
back-tracking on comments claiming he was
the only golfer who can challenge Tiger
Woods.

The Worburn golf club professional told the
March edition of Golf World Poulter said: “The
trouble is I don’t rate anyone else. Don’t get
me wrong, I really respect every professional
golfer. But I know I haven’t played to my full
potential and, when that happens, it will just
be me and Tiger.”

Poulter has since claimed he was misquoted
by the magazine after his comments caused
a stir at the Dubia Desert Classic tournament.

The 28-year-old carded 70, just three shots
off 11 players tied for second on five-under,
while world number one claimed the title to
extend his impressive form.

Doubles trouble
GAIL Emms has been forced to withdraw from
badminton’s English National Championships
due to illness.

The championships take place this weekend
in Manchester but Emms will not be compet-
ing leaving mixed doubles partner Nathan
Robertson to concertrate soley on the men’s
doubles.

Emms said: “My main objective is to win a

gold with Nathan and missing the nationals
was essential.

“My coaching staff and I have had to take a
long view for the rest of the Olympic year.”

Local football
BUCKINGHAM ATHLETIC are up to ninth in the
South Midlands league one following their 5-
2 win over Bedford, while MURSLEY UNITED
lost 2-1 to Tring Corinthians in league two
and OLD BRADWELL UNITED drew 1-1 with
Padbury United.

In the United Counties premier league NEW-
PORT PAGNELL TOWN lost 1-0 to Stewart and
Lloyds Corby.
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FIRST and foremost this
week I have to start by say-
ing a big ‘thank you’ to the
away following on Saturday.

As always they were in
tremendous voice and, I
have to say, made me and
my Dad feel very much a
part of the MK Army. It was
brilliant and gave me a great
look at the match from a
fan’s point of view.

The support I have
received this year has been
above and beyond anything
I could have expected. Let
me say now it has kept me
going through the harder
times of my injury.

What a great performance
it was from the boys and, to
be honest, that sort of score-
line has been coming for a
while. Even though the
results haven’t been going
our way we have never been
short on chances . To go to
Bury at any time is hard
enough, but to put five past
them really sends a signal
out to all of the doubters
trying to write us off and
unsettle the team spirit
which, it has to be said, has
never been stronger.

The new additions coming
in will add that competition
for places that seems to
bring the best out of every-
body. There has been some
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very strong challengers
already for player of the sea-
son and its a unenviable
task to pick the winner. Two
players who will be up there
are Wrighty and Lloyd who
on Saturday terrorised there
full-backs. When these two
are in that sort of form they
are impossible to stop and,
now they have set that
bench mark, the Gaffer will
no doubt be demanding
that kind of performance
week in week out. It might
be a lot to ask Wrighty to get
hat-tricks every week but,
knowing the Gaffer, he will
certainly try!

The big games just keep on
coming with us hosting a
very impressive Rotherham
side on Saturday. If we play
with the same passion and
finishing prowess as Satur-
day there will be no prob-
lems.

Its going to be another
fantastic game so lets all
make sure there’s an atmos-
phere to match.
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OLNEY moved five points clear at the top
of the Southern Counties north league
after hammering Newbury Stags 34-0.

But Newbury were forced to start the
match with 13 men, after two members of
their team failed to arrive for kick-off, and
by the time they were at full strength
Dean Henrickson and Ross Keanan, with
two tried, had already crossed the line to
give Olney 17-0 lead.

Minutes before half-time Rhys Peakman
popped up with the fourth try to put
Olney 22-0 ahead at the break.

On the return to field it was a much qui-
eter performance as Newbury tried to
withstand more pressure from the domi-
nant Olney side.

More tries eventually came, with Jamie
Haynes collecting a simple offload to

touch down his first try for Olney, and
Peakman breached a defensive gap late
on to complete the convincing win.

BLETCHLEY remain seventh in the West
Two east division after losing 7-14 at
home to Salisbury.

The fixture had twice been postponed
due to waterlogged pitches and Blecthley
would have been wishing it was a third
time lucky as they failed to turn up on the
day.

With nine consecutive wins under their
belts Salisbury were always going to be a
real test of Bletchley and the home side
went 3-0 down after two minutes when
Tom Pottage kicked an early penalty.

It took Salisbury 16 minutes to add to
their score when Dave Thorpe crossed

the line for the first try of the match.
While they maintained the lead for the

majority of the first-half, Bletchley were
able to beat their napping defence, with
fly half Phil Harman diving over and con-
verting his own try to go in 7-8 behind at
the interval.

From the re-start Salisbury always
looked in control of the game, maintain-
ing possession and denying Bletchley’s
forwards the opportunity to set up any
real attacking offensive. 

Bletchley gave away needless penalties
and Pottage duly obliged to pick up the
extra six points.  

As frustration crept in both sides lost a
player to the sin bin and Bletchley were
unable to muster a second-half come
back.

MAXIMUM points from two matches
keeps MK Lightning snapping at the
heels of Slough and Guildford for top
spot in the English Premier League.

Lightning are two points behind leaders
Guildford, with a game in hand and look
ready to take the race for the title right to
the wire.

On the back of two cup defeats and
icing without player-coach Nick Poole
and injured Michael Wales it was a tough
test for Lightning to bounce back to vic-
tory, but MK, without ever reaching third
gear, passed with flying colours.

Saturday saw Lightning record their
fifth win and a whitewash over Wightlink
Raiders this season.

Struggling Wightlink are rock bottom
and after failing to post a score, were far
too poor for Lightning.

Greg Randall continued his fine firing
form by opening the scoring six minutes
into the match and while chances fell for
the remainder of the period Lightning
were only ahead by one after 20 minutes.

But it did not take long for Ales Parez to
double the advantage five minutes into
the restart and when Toni Alasaarela
found the back of the net to effectively
end Wightlinks chances of a comeback
before Grant McPherson wrapped up the
points deep into the final period.

In six games Lightning have leaked 21
goals, yet this time round they were able
to hold out for their fifth clean sheet of

the season.
Sunday’s clash with Chelmsford proved

to be more testing for Lightning as they
battled to keep hold of a lead they held
over the lowly Chieftains.

The first and second periods were slow
moving, but Parez had Lightning leading
the way following his power play goal and
Gary Clarke struck at the buzzer for a
healthy two goal cushion heading into
the final period.

Clarke then struck the third on the 47th
minute but Chelmsford found their way
through the Lightning defence to reply
with their first of the evening.

There were six minutes remaining on
the clock when the Chieftains struck
there second, pulling the score to 3-2 and
ensuring the travelling MK fans were in
for a nervous end to the match.

But ex-Chelmsford man Radmall had
the last laugh when he bagged the fourth
and eventually winner for Lightning, and
although the home side managed to
sneak in a third a minute from time, it
was too little too late.
� LIGHTNING play host to Peterborough
Phantoms on Saturday, face-off is at 7pm
and on Sunday the return fixture at Peter-
borough Arena at 5.30pm.

RED Bull Racing are flying with just a
month until the new Formula One sea-
son starts.

The Milton Keynes-based team have
set the pace during testing in Spain.

While off the track incidents, in the
form of racist abuse suffered by Briton
Lewis Hamilton, have hit the headlines
Red Bull’s fine displays have proven to
be a welcome distraction.

It was Mark Webber who set the quick-
est time during the final days testing at
Circuit de Catalunya, clocking 1minute
22.385seconds to edge out the McLaren
duo Hamilton and Heikki Kovalainen.

But what impressed designer Adrian
Newey and his team was the speed of
the car after adding some new aerody-

namic and mechanical elements to the
car. The most notable change was a
large fin being removed from the back
of the engine cover.

“It’s been a very positive week,” said
chief test engineer Ian Morgan. “The
car has been reliable and we’ve got
through everything that we came here
to do. It was encouraging to see Mark at
the top of the time sheets, and we’re
looking forward to the team’s next test
in Jerez.”

Team mate David Coulthard ran
eighth quickest as both drivers were
able to complete their planned devel-
opment before rain limited the session.

Red Bull will have chance to test and
amend their machines again next week.

Red Bull boys bullish

Pit talk: David Coulthard and Mark Webber 

Lightning take it to the max
Toni
Alasaarela
battles on
the floor
against
Isle of
Wight 
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Mark Wright (left) fires in his hat-trick goal during the second half

Mark Wright accepts the applause after he hit his second
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