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RED Bull Racing are being tipped to pull
off a remarkable double swoop, by signing
up Fernando Alonso and former Ferrari
technical director Ross Brawn for the
upcoming season.

Alonso spilt from McLaren on Friday
after both parties agreed an early release
from his contract and it has since emerged
that Red Bull are keen to secure his ser-
vices.

But the MK-based team face stiff opposi-
tion from Renault, where Alonso won his
two championship titles, who have already
offered the Spaniard a return deal.

Renault boss Flavio Britori told Italian
sports daily La Gazzetta dello Sport’s web-
site he had “presented a project for the
future” to Alonso and added: “If his desires
coincide with ours, it can happen.

“I know how much he can still give
Renault. But an agreement for one year
would have no sense with an outlook pro-
jected for a period of time.”

The Guardian claims “informed sources”
believe Red Bull are looking to sign up
Alonso and Brawn, who was key to five
world titles won by Michael Schumacher,
to help the side become a major force in
Formula One.

Brawn is regarded as one of the best tech-
nical directors on the circuit and should he
turn up in Milton Keynes, he could form a
strong, but expensive, partnership with
chief technical officer Adrian Newey.

While they have not yet commented on
the Brawn speculation, the racing outfit
have been quick to down play the Alonso
reports due to drivers David Coulthard
and Mark Webber still under contract for

the 2008 season.
The veteran paring secured Red Bull’s

best ever finish in the constructors cham-
pionship, however the chance to snap up
the talented 26-year-old could prove too
tempting to turn down.

Team principal Christian Horner
strongly denied the rumours, claiming the
side were settled with their current drivers.

He said: “We are flattered that Fernando
Alonso apparently considers Red Bull Rac-
ing a viable option for a race seat. It is a
clear indication of the progress we have
made over the past twelve months. How-
ever, we have contracts in place for 2008
with both our current drivers, David
Coulthard and Mark Webber.” 

GARY Clarke bagged a hat-trick as MK
Lightning sealed their place in the
EPL Cup semi-final with an impres-
sive 5-2 win over Guildford Flames.

The victory puts Lightning six
points clear and ensures they will fin-
ish at the top of their group with a
game still to play.

Lightning opened their account
after eight minutes when Mikko
Skinnari played in Clarke who had
only Alex Mettam to beat in goal.

But the Flames’ response was
instant as they hit back 26 seconds
later with Milos Melicherik pulling
the scores level. It was a close first
period and just as it looked like it
would remain even, Clarke stepped
up to claim his second with a second
remaining on the clock.

The Flames effectively lost the
match in the next period as Chris
McEwan doubled Lightning’s lead
with an unassisted goal before Toni
Alasaarela was on target to give his
side a 4-1 advantage with twenty
minutes left.

With the help of Nick Poole and
Daniel Croft, Clarke completed his
hat-trick on the 48th minute but
Lukas Smital grabbed a consolation
goal for the Flames a minute later.

On Saturday Lightning also regis-
tered a 8-1 win over Wightlink
Raiders in the first of their British
Knockout Cup games. It was another
dominant display for MK as they
eased passed their Isle of Wight
counterparts.

For all their possession Lightning
were leading only 1-0 at the end of
the first through Skinnari’’s opener
on the sixth minute.

Nicky Watt pulled the Raiders level
early in the second period but MK
soon started firing with four goals in
the second with two coming from
Clarke while Poole and Adam Carr
were also at hand to add to the score-
line.

Man of the match Michael Wales
joined in with a goal at the start of the
final period before Skinnari and
Danny Chaplen rounded of a con-
vincing win for Lightning.

Meanwhile, Ales Parez (shoulder)
and Greg Randell (fractured tibia) are
set to be back in action sooner than
originally expected following a weeks
rest on their injuries.

Player coach, Nick Poole, told the
clubs website: “Greg Randall and Al
Parez visited the fracture clinic for an
update on their injuries. Both were
given better news and although
nothing is definitive yet we are hope-
ful that they may be back sooner
than originally anticipated. 

“We are now looking at perhaps 4-5
weeks for both players instead of 6-
8.”

� LIGHTNING turn their focus back
to the league this weekend when they
take on Peterborough this Saturday
at home with face-off at 7pm. On
Sunday they travel to Telford for a
5.30pm face-off.

WHAT a fantastic derby
match!

It had everything; goals,
controversy, flare-ups,
penalty saves and an
absolutely brilliant perfor-
mance in what can only be
described as a heroic last
half-hour with nine men.

In the quieter moments of
the weekend the manager
will have watched the match
video again and what he will
have seen is a squad that are
willing to go the distance
and put their bodies on the
line for him and the club.

For me that was the biggest
test so far and we came
through with flying colours.
Maybe we didn’t get the win
but, with nine players left
standing at the final whistle,
a point is great achievement
for everybody involved.

Looking at the bigger pic-
ture, I feel that Saturday’s
game has brought us closer
as a squad and staff, cement-
ing our great spirit and will
to win. This in itself is worth
its weight in gold as there are
times in the season where
you have to fight for the
points and the Gaffer now
knows that he can rely on
this team to do that.

I have to say, speaking with
Keith afterwards and after
watching many replays, it
was never a penalty. And to
make matters worse, there

PAUL MITCHELL WRITES FOR YOU

was a Mitre football print on
his shoulder where the ball
struck him!

With the other sending off,
what can I say? It was a typi-
cal flying winger’s tackle –
something that Lloyd would-
n’t disagree with. One thing
we all know is that Lloyd is a
great player and that has
been reflected in him win-
ning the League Two Player
of the Month award – an
excellent bit of judgement in
my opinion.

In last week’s column, I
asked you to get behind the
team when things aren’t
going our way and there is
no doubt you certainly did
that. The lads, the manage-
ment and I thought you were
all amazing and had the
whole stadium rocking on
Saturday. You can’t put it into
words the feeling you get
when you hear our fans
cheering us on and it really
spurred the boys to a great
performance.

So much more of the same
please because we have a
busy schedule coming up
and will need everybody.

See you soon.
MITCH

PAUL
MITCHELL

Olympians fall in Denmark
BADMINTON duo Gail Emms and
Nathan Roberts suffered heartache in
the Denmark Open and the French
Open last week.

They lost to He Hanbin and Yu Yang in
the Denmark Open final, which lasted
75 minutes, 21-17 19-21 21-17.

The Olympic silver medallists then
went down in another marathon three-
game battle with Chinese opposition in
the French Open quarter-finals.

Emms and Roberts, who were seeded
fifth, hit back from a game down
against third seeds Xie Zhongbo and
Zhang Yawen to take the second game
before going down 21-12 19-21 21-19
in a tight 63 minute contest.

The England pair now have a couple
of weeks off before the last two Super
Series, the China and Hong Kong
Opens. But they are well placed to
qualify for the circuit’s Masters finals
just before Christmas.

Local football
IN the South Midlands league one CRAN-
FIELD UNITED lost 3-2 at the hands of
Haringey Borough while BUCKINGHAM
ATHLETIC drew 2-2 with Kentish Town.

Rally driver’s big finish
MK driver Supradip Dey Roy is looking to
end his British Rally Championship Stars
1400 Championship season on a high in
the final round, the Tempest Stars Rally,
this Saturday.

He heads into the seventh and final
round of the championship in fourth
place in the overall drivers’ champi-
onship standings and in second place in
the FIA Class table following a consistent
set of results this season.

“The aim is to put in a good finish on
the Tempest,” Roy added, “last year I did
not finish the event and although I’m not
really looking at the overall champi-
onship table any more I want to round-
off the season well.”
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SOUTHERN COUNTIES NORTH
A BRAVE Bletchley performance saw them
hold out for a 24-24 draw with second
placed Swanage and Wareham in the South
West Two East division.

Nick Coussell opened the Bletchley
account with an early try following some
neat work from Carl Miller and Paul Evans
and Phil Harman stepped up to add the
conversion.

Swanage came straight back when their
winger dived over for an unconverted try
before an attempted kick was charged
down and Swanage were 12-7 ahead.

A driving maul resulted in Number 8
Degan Probert crossing the line for Bletch-
ley and centre Jamie Parker gathered a spilt
ball to put them in front.

Probert was sent to the sin bin in the sec-
ond half which allowed Swanage back in to
the game as they grabbed two more draws
to cancel a Harman drop-goal and claim
the draw.

POOR discipline cost MK as they lost 17-10
to Slough in the Southern Counties North
division.

MK fell 3-0 down when they were
penalised after 20 minutes for hands in the
ruck and the Slough fly-half did not need a
second invitation to put his side ahead.

Turnover ball allowed MK to get their
backs moving with Mads Jensen scored in
the corner before Phil Powell converted
from the touchline.

Slough upped the pressure in the second
half which resulted in a well earned try, but
Powell added a penalty to keep MK in
front.

Steve Wakefield was sent to the sin-bin
which allowed Slough to take advantage
and secure the victory.

OLNEY moved four points clear at the top
of the table following their 27-18 win over
Amersham and Chiltern.

Scott Filler found his way through the
field to score the first try of the game in
response to Amersham’s early penalty. 

But his opposite number followed suit
before half time to give Amersham an 11-5
advantage at the break.

Olney took a grip on the game on their
return and frustrated their visitors which
led to them seeing their tight head prop
being yellow carded.

Mark Lay grabbed two tries while Mark
Readman rounded off the scoring to keep
Olney undefeated after eight games.

Alonso for Red Bull?

MK DONS v GRIMSBY TOWN TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 6

Above, Alan Navarro comes away with the ball.
Left, Danny Swailes gets above Martin Butler.
Below, goalscorer Aaron Wilbraham battles in midfield
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