
Local football
STONY STRATFORD TOWN beat
NEW BRADWELL ST PETER 3-2
and in doing so leapfrogged their
opponents into fifth place.

Midweek Stony also recorded a
2-1 win over Sport London
Benfica while BUCKINGHAM ATH-
LETIC are in 13th place after los-
ing 4-1 to Ampthill Town.

In division two MURSLEY UNIT-
ED suffered an embarrassing 5-0
defeat at the hands of Pitstone

and Ivinghoe which leaves them
tenth, and OLD BRADWELL
UNTIED lost 3-2 to Kent Athletic.

NEWPORT PAGNELL TOWN
picked up an important three
points against Boston Town with
a 3-2 to move into 14th place.

Go racing free
HAS the Grand National whetted
your appetite for horse racing?

If so, why not go along and
watch some racing live at
Towcester Racecourse this week.

The races come to town today
and tomorrow with both meetings
starting at 2.30pm.

With free entry you can afford to
splash out a little more or simply
watch the races.

For more information log-on to
www.towcester-racecourse.co.uk

Local rugby
MILTON Keynes were well beaten
in the Bucks Cup final by High
Wycombe.

Two unconverted tries and a

penalty for Wycombe gave them a
13-0 lead at half-time while MK
barely had a sniff.

Shaun White managed to get
MK on the score board in the
second half with a penalty in
front of the posts but Wycombe
grabbed a third try of the after-
noon to secure the 21-3 result.

MK’s seconds have won the
Berks Bucks and Oxon One
North League Title, they
wrapped it up with a 33-0 win
over Banbury.
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AS many of you are aware I
chose not to write my col-
umn last week as I couldn’t
actually put into words what
an incredible day Wembley
was. It was definitely better
leaving it to the profession-
als!

I have been told since that
the final was the second
highest attendance of that
sporting weekend and what
a show we put on! I don’t
think the script could have
been written any better.

People have commented
on the Wembley achieve-
ment as being a distraction
from our main goal of pro-
motion. What I believe is
that the success we have
had so far has only thrown
petrol on what is a very
intense burning desire to
not only get promotion but
win the title.

The fact is that the manag-
er and his coaching staff
won’t settle for anything
less.

Having had some good
news injury-wise myself
lately I get to witness the
Gaffer’s passion to be a win-
ner and how he demands
the best from each and
every person around him.

After the result on Friday, I
think it was crystal clear to
all the top teams that all our
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thoughts and energy will be
going into getting more suc-
cess this season.

Let me tell you the boys
are chomping at the bit for
each and every game as the
finish line gets closer and
closer. Hopefully by the time
this goes to print we have
taken another step towards
promotion by beating
Wrexham. I don’t think any-
one has forgotten our first
meeting; the feeling around
the dressing room is that we
owe them one so it should
be a cracking encounter
with both teams having
everything to play for but
two totally different rea-
sons.

Let me finish by saying
what a fantastic atmosphere
there was at Wembley.
33,000 travelling fans was
an unbelievable figure.

Now what we have to do is
make sure we take all that
support and plough it into
the final games of the sea-
son. I know you will.

MITCH

PAUL
MITCHELL

MK Lightning’s season ended
in heartbreak when defeat to
Bracknell Bees knocked them
out of the play-offs.

The 2007-08 campaign had
started so brightly for
Lightning but fell apart at the
start of the year and the play-
off competition had been seen
as a way to rescue their sea-
son.

Despite two rallying perfor-
mances Lightning could not
quite pull off the results they
needed and instead of finish-
ing second in their group and
qualifying for the finals they
finished at the bottom of the
pile with five points.

The weekend’s double head-
er with Bracknell Bees began
in an optimistic fashion when
Lightning took the lead on the
13th minute through player-

coach Nick Poole.
If Lightning were to take

something from the game they
needed their big players to put
on big performances, and they
were doing it well.

But two minutes later
Bracknell were back on level
terms to tie the first period.

Matt Towalski fired Lightning
back in front with a short
handed goal on the 22nd
minute, yet once again
Bracknell levelled ten minutes
later before scoring minutes
before the interval to go ahead
for the first time in the game.

Lightning dug deep to come
from behind with Michael
Wales scoring to take the score
to 3-3.

The sides were inseparable
after sixty minutes so the
game when down to overtime,

again there was no break
through.

Bracknell emerged as the
winners in a dramatic penalty
shoot-out but Lightning had
the return leg to gain revenge.

However, it was not to be for
Poole’s hard working side.
They plugged away, skated
tirelessly, hit shots wide and
simply could not break the
deadlock.

Instead it was Bracknell who
found their way through to
take a two goal lead in the sec-
ond period.

A desperate surge in the final
twenty minutes did work for
Lightning as Greg Randall put
his name on the score sheet,
and while net minder Barry
Hollyhead was pulled late on
MK were never able to take the
game any further.

Heartbreak for Lightning

Nick Poole battles with Shaun
Thompson Pic Jezz Tibetts

MK LIONS 75
Windless/Spinks 12, Brown 11

WORCESTER WOLVES 97
Life 29, Paez 27, Harker 19

MK LIONS 95
Spinks 23, Heizer 21, Griffin 16

BIRMINGHAM
PANTHERS 74
Jules 22, A Williams 21,
Sandell/Popoola 9

THREE games to go and MK
Lions are looking good for a
home play-off spot.

That is despite losing to
Worcester Wolves in a score
line that equalled their heavi-
est defeat of the season.

It was a tight start to the
game with the teams trading
scores before the Wolves rat-
tled off eight points without
reply to lead 16-8, although

the Lions trimmed that back
with a 5-0 run themselves.

However, a further 12-4 burst
to end the quarter for the
Wolves left the home side trail-
ing 17-28.

Wolves found the basket at
the restart but Mike New and
Terrell Brown combined to
inspire a 11-2 run with Peter
Heizer adding the points to
close to 27-33.

Shawn Jamison scored
towards half time and young-
ster Liam Cort nailed a three
pointer on the buzzer as both
teams went into the break, 39-
45 to Wolves.

A sloppy opening to the third
quarter allowed a three point-
er and a lay up for the Wolves
as their tried to stretch out
their lead.

Lions netted back to back

through Dru Spinks and
Brown but still trailed 56-67.

All hopes of a fightback
ended for the Lions when
Terrell Brown left the game
with a head injury and a
unsportsmanlike foul on
Shawn Jamison and subse-
quent bench technical left the
game beyond Lions reach.

The Lions made amends for
their poor home performance
two days later with an impor-
tant win over Birmingham
Panthers.

The visiting Panthers led
early in the game at 2-6, before
Yorick Williams keyed a 15-1
burst for the Lions as they
went on to win the first quarter
30-16.

The teams traded three-
pointers to open the second
quarter, with Kevin Griffin

scoring for the Lions, before
the hosts netted 11 straight
points.

Griffin, a former
Birmingham player, hit five
further points as the Lions
went in 50-30 in front at the
half.

The Panthers looked to get
back into the game in the third
quarter, but they fell further
behind before scoring the last
seven points of the quarter to
give themselves hope at 63-46
going into the fourth period.

Lions’ captain Spinks carried
his team to the victory in the
fourth as he scored 10 points
and the Lions ran out 95-74
victors.
■ LIONS travel to Everton
Tigers tonigh. On Friday they
host Newcastle Eagles at
Bletchley, tip-off 7.30pm.

MORE points are in the bag for
Red Bull Racing thanks to a
great drive by Mark Webber.

The Aussie steered through
accidents to cross the che-
quered flag in seventh place.

Webber took advantage of
chaos in the opening lap to
overtake Jenson Button, Lewis
Hamilton and Fernando
Alonso, then battled hard with

Nico Rosberg for the final
points position, and his work
paid off when Rosberg went
into the pits and was never
given chance to regain his
spot.

Red Bull are now seventh in
the constructors champi-
onship and Webber moved
into tenth place in the drivers
championship.

Lions look good for home spot

Webber a wonder
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Jemal Johnson and Mark Wright hug Aaron Wilbraham

Dean lewington slides the ball through

MKNEWS | www.mk-news.co.uk | April 9, 2008 | 111


