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Local Football
IN the South Midlands division one STONY
STRATFORD TOWN emerged victorious in an
eight-goal feast as they beat Haringey Bor-
ough 5-3, while NEW BRADWELL ST PETER
won their match against Sun Postal Sports 3-
1 and

BUCKINGHAM ATHLETIC won 1-0 against
Bedford Town Reserves.

OLD BRADWELL UNITED had their fixture
with Markyate postponed.

NEWPORT PAGNELL lost 3-2 away to
Wellingborough Town in the United Counties
premier division, while division one side

OLNEY TOWN were held to a goalless draw
with Peterborough Northern Star.

Lightning strikes stwice
MK Lightning have changed their face-off
times for two upcoming fixtures.

Their match against Wightlink on Sunday,
January 20 will start at 6pm and the tie
against Telford Tigers will face-off at 6pm.

Eager Pickering
MK athlete Craig Pickering is eager to start
the 2008 season.

With the Olympics taking place this year in

Beijing it will be a massive test for the highly-
rated sprinter.

The indoor season starts later this month in
Glasgow and a year ago Pickering, a Euro-
pean junior 100metres champion, defeated
training partner Jason Gardener in a thrilling
60m clash.

Pickering said: “I was overwhelmed with the
outcome at last year’s event. It was slightly
daunting being against so many top athletes,
but this year I feel a lot more confident and
am again looking to better my times.”

The Norwich Union International meeting
will take place on January, 26.

MKSPORTSSHORTS

LOCAL RUGBY

ICE HOCKEY

BASKETBALL

FIRST of all let me start by
saying a big thank you to all
the supporters for the
reception they gave me on
Saturday when I turned up
for the game.
That type of support has
been there all the way
through my injury so far
and has really helped me in
my fight to regain fitness.

Once again Saturday was
another massive game in
what has been a busy couple
of months but 22 points out
of a possible 24 is incredi-
ble.

Every member of the
squad and management
deserves a massive pat on
the back.

If you look at the fixtures
we are more or less at the
half way point and if we
carry on in the same fashion
we are going, come May we
will definitely be there or
there about.

As I predicted before
Christmas, our squad was
going to be heavily tested
and in my eyes we have
passed each test with flying
colours.

Looking at the standard of
the teams we have beaten
there must have been a
massive psychological blow
to every team in the league
waiting for us to slip up.

FANS’ FAVOURITE WRITES FOR YOU

Let me tell you that the
Gaffer and everyone at the
club will do everything in
their power to make sure
that doesn’t happen.

As another month passes
us by our achievements are
again rightly rewarded with
the Gaffer receiving Man-
ager of the Month award
and Willy collecting the
Player of the Month award.
This, in my eyes, is long
overdue. I cannot stress
enough what a difference he
has made as he has been
absolutely fantastic this sea-
son so far.

Usually I would finish by
saying see you all Saturday
but this week I’ll be having
my second and, fingers
crossed, last operation and
hopefully taking a massive
leap towards playing once
again.

So it’s back to cold toast
and even colder shepherd’s
pie for a couple of days.

See you all soon
MITCH

PAUL
MITCHELL

Drewe Broughton fires in a shot against Gillingham last night

Alan Navarro looks to get the ball across

LIGHTNING turned on the style at the
weekend with two impressive wins to
maintain their third spot in the EPL
table.

The double win keeps the pressure up
on first placed Guildford Flames, who are
seven points clear, but Lightning have
three games in hand.

Once again in-form Adam Carr was the
star of the show following up his hat-trick
last week with five goals against Swindon
Wildcats.

Despite their guests having a decent run
of form ahead of the clash Lightning
looked a class above from the offset.

It took nine minutes for them to break
the deadlock with Clarke finding plenty
of room through the Swindon defence
and firing in his first and two minutes
later he grabbed his second. 

At 2-0 down Swindon would have been
optimistic heading into the second
period but that confidence was dealt a
massive blow when Clarke sealed his hat-
trick on the 22nd minute.

From then on it never got any better for
the visitors as their sloppy play and indi-
vidual mistakes cost the team and invited
Lightning to extend the lead further.

The fourth of the night came on the
32nd minute with goal scoring machine
Clarke on the end of swift Lightning
movement.

The real nail in the coffin came in the
final period as Toni Alassarela scored sec-
onds after face-off before Clarke bagged
his fifth of the night. 

John Wheaton managed to pulled one

back for Swindon on the 47th minute
from a power play, but the shot of the
evening came from Dan Croft who fired
in a super goal from inside the blue line.

Adam Radmall completed another fine
display from Lightning five minutes from
time to give his side a 8-1 victory.

Their game against Telford Tigers
proved tougher than expected with a
scoreless first period.

And it took until the final minute of the
second period for the first goal to come
courtesy of Ales Parez. Adam Carr slotted
in the second before Mikko Skinnari
made it 3-0 and secured the two points.

� ON Saturday Lightning host Bracknell
Bees at Planet Ice, face-off is at 7pm. They
then travel to Guildford Flames on Sun-
day for the 6pm face-off.

MK Lions 90 
Williams 27, Windless 18, Jamison 17
Plymouth Raiders 80 
Beasley 15, Durham 15, Lasker 15

Cheshire Jets 90 
Obazuaye 25, Otten 17, Hamilton 16
MK Lions 87 
New 17, Jamison 17, Brown 16

PREPARATIONS are under way as MK
Lions head off to their second ever
major final and their first in the BBL
Cup where they take on Newcastle
Eagles Birmingham at the National
Indoor Arena this Sunday.

The Lions’ owner, Vince Macaulay, who
has won Coach of the Month for Decem-
ber said: “It is a very exciting time for Mil-
ton Keynes, the Dons are flying high the
Lightning are doing well and we are at the
top of our league. 

“With regards to the game itself it is
going to be a very tough physical battle.

We are facing a team who know how to
win, what we are doing is showing that we
have learnt over the years and we are now
ready to eat at the top table.”

At the weekend the Lions suffered a nar-
row defeat to Cheshire Jets to leave them
second in their BBL Trophy group.

But a win over defending champions
Plymouth Raiders keeps them in the mix
to qualify for the later stages.

Tony Windless had started the scoring
with eight points of his own to give MK a
18-12 lead, only for Gavin Love to hit back
with a triple.

In the second quarter Shawn Jamison
added six to the board but the Raiders
finished with a final 11-5 push.

Macauley’s side went back in front after
Jamison and Yorick Williams linked up for

a 61-55 lead going into the decisive quar-
ter. James Noel scored four early points
for the Raiders, but Williams bagged four
three-pointers before the visitors
responded with a 14-6 run. However,
Williams wrapped it up 30 seconds from
time following a Windless basket. 

A frantic finish against Cheshire Jets
cost the Lions a chance to go top of the
group. The Lions were trailing 68-64
going into the final quarter, before a 9-3
start gave them their first lead of the
match. The Jets hit straight back with a
12-5 tear to retake the lead at 83-80.

Windless nailed a three-pointer to tie
with just over a minute remaining. But
the Jets’ Jason Obazuaye netted with 35
seconds left before Jamison had a chance
to level the score but missed the basket.

OLNEY stay five points clear at the top of
the Southern Counties north league
after hammering Amersham and
Chiltern 36-0.

Fly half Rhys Peakman was the first
Olney player to score when he collected
from a scrum to cross the line before cap-
tain Dave Smith claimed a try of his own
to give his side a 12-0 lead at half-time.

Amersham and Chiltern were worn
down in the second-half. Olney’s Ian Ben-
nent grabbed two tries and man of the
match Tom Stanton helped out the backs
as he gathered Steve Gunther’s off-load to
claim the fifth try of the afternoon.

Peakman bagged the last of the match
to round off a superb Olney performance.

THE last time MK lost in the league was
in November at the hands of Slough but
they got their revenge as they beat their
guests 27-10.

MK started the game strongly with Dan
Walker collecting the ball on the wing
and running through to score in the cor-
ner.

A moment of magic from Dan Pearson
put them 10-0 up moments later when he
chipped the ball over the defence, gath-
ered himself and dived over. 

Slough struck twice to score before half-
time but not before Walker had grabbed
his second try.

After the break Steve Christie and Mads
Jesen added two more unconverted tries .

BLETCHLEY suffered defeat to Swanage
in the West Two east division.

After seven minutes Bletchley were 3-0
down before a simple chip over their
defence took a wicked bounce which the
Swanage winger collected and dived over
the line for a converted try.

Bletchley were caught off guard when
their hosts took a quick line-out on 22
metres and raced to the line for their sec-
ond try, giving them a 17-0 lead at half-
time.

Bletchley’s Phil Harman sent a terrific
cross kick down field which was fed out to
flanker Carl Miller, who beat the Swanage
defence to score under the posts for their
only score of the match.

Twin wins keep Lightning third

Lightning’s Gary Clarke scores against Swindon                                  Picture Jez Tibbetts

Lions up for the cup
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