
I KNOW, I know it’s still
early but once again Sun-
day’s paper made a great
read. It certainly looks as if
even the national papers are
taking notice of our fantas-
tic run of form. Plus with
the match on Sunday on Sky
television the publicity can
only be good for the club.

Saturday’s game was no
different than I expected.

We are going to have to get
used to teams coming to
stadium:mk and setting up
their tactics to frustrate and
try to hold on for a point.

This is a massive sign of
respect in my eyes and
shows how highly we are
thought of in this league.

Saying that, those tactics
haven’t exactly worked out
for the teams that have tried
them as our quality has
come through and we have
kept our run going.

Sometimes not with the
free-flowing football that we
have come accustomed to
this season, but with solid
performances and each
player giving a 100 per cent.

This is what good teams
and players do.

It’s a well known fact that,
as a player, you have off
days where nothing seems
to go right. But when these
days happen you can still
work hard and make sure
the player you’re up against
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has one of those days too. If
this carries on we will defi-
nitely win a lot more games
than we lose.

Last night we will have
played our first Johnstone’s
Paint Trophy game but, with
no disrespect intended to
the competition, our prior-
ity this year is the league.

There is a new rule this
year where you have to start
the match with six of the
team that have started most
games in the league. In my
opinion, the players have a
long and gruelling enough
season.

This Sunday’s game is
against Lincoln who have
had a tough start to their
campaign but they’re not a
team to be taken lightly,
having got to the play-offs
in the last four seasons .

But just because the game
is on television this isn’t a
chance to sit at home, it’s a
chance to show the foot-
balling world what fantastic
support and atmosphere we
have at stadium:mk.

So let’s raise the roof!
See you all then.
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Local rugby round-up
PLAYED five, won five means Olney have
extended their stay at the top of the South-
ern Counties North league.

Will Edwards was the stand out player for
Will Edwards with two tries and two conver-
sions, will Rhys Peakman kept up his good
form of late with two tries of his own.

Paul Weatherup grabbed the last try for
Olney as they ran out the 29-10 winners.

MK are in sixth place following their stun-
ning six-try come back against Beacons-
field.

It was a tough first half for both sides with
Mike Dean’s penalty the only score for MK

as they trailed 6-3 at the break.
An inspired second half saw six different

MK players cross the line, Beaconsfield did
manage to reply with two tries but MK
picked up the points with the 46 - 20 vic-
tory.

BLETCHLEY are continuing to struggle in the
West Two East Division, as they slipped to
their fourth defeat.

Reading Abbey, just one place above bot-
tom of the table Bletchley, were the stronger
side throughout. Fly-half Phil Harman was
the only Bletchley scorer, with two penalties,
as his side lost 28-6.

Stand-in comes good
MK driver Supradip Dey Roy claimed more
points in the British Rally Championship
Stars 1400 Championship as he finished
Saturday’s Trackrod All-Stars Rally.

Roy and co-driver Bradley Magnus, who
was a last minute stand-in for regular nav-
igator Max Hall, brought home their
1400cc MG ZR sixth overall and third in
class S1 in the penultimate round of the
series.

Following the weekend’s result, Roy is
now fourth in the overall drivers’ champi-
onship standings and maintains his second
place in the FIA Class table following a
consistent run of results this season.
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THE most enthralling and controversial
Formula One season will go right down
to the wire at the final race in Brazil with
everything, including Red Bull’s posi-
tion in the constructors championship,
still to be decided.

Lewis Hamilton, Fernando Alonso and
Kimi Raikkonen all have the chance to
clinch the world championship.

Red Bull have been concentrating on
finishing with a bang and with David
Coulthard qualifying in the Chinese
Grand Prix in fifth place, his highest posi-

tion in almost three years, the  team were
hoping for a podium finish, but a bad tyre
choice saw him finish the race in eighth.

Red Bull have made vast improvements
of late and it speaks volumes that they are
disappointed to come away with a point
when two months ago they would have
been delighted.

Webber, who had accused champi-
onship leader Hamilton of erratic driving
in the Japanese Grand Prix – something
the Brit was later cleared of, struggled
and once he was overtaken by Heikki

Kovalainen he could only hold on to
tenth.He said: “I had massive understeer
on my wet tyres in the first stint. 

“It was a tough call to know if wet or dry
tyres were best. Unfortunately, we didn’t
quite get it right today.”

With Webber out of the running for
points it was left to Coulthard to cling on
to the final points position to keep Red
Bull four points behind Williams.

A frustrated Coulthard said: “To start
fifth and finish eighth is pretty disap-
pointing.”

Double goalscorer Mark Wright turns Kieran Charnock inside out

IT was a good weekend for MK Lightning
as they got one over local rivals Peter-
borough Phantoms and convincingly
beat Guildford Flames in the EPL Cup.

On Saturday they played host to Guild-
ford, but made sure their guests were not
made to feel too welcome as they slotted
four goals past them in the first period.

Guildford, the defending champions,
stumbled out of the starting blocks as
Lightning made them pay for early errors 

A solo Gary Clarke goal got the score
rolling with Finnish forward Toni
Alasaarela adding Lightning’s second
after five minutes.

Adam Radmall then took advantage of a
power play by finding the back of the net
before Alasaarela rounded off the first
period with an unassisted goal to give
Lightning a 4-0 lead.

While Guildford were looking for a way
back into the game, Lightning stepped up
the pressure as Alasaarela netted his hat-
trick and then his fourth of the game
shortly after.

A six goal cushion allowed Lightning to
ease of slightly in the final period, but the
luck was not with Guildford and as they
hit the post at one end, Ales Parez com-
pleted a dominant game with the seventh
unanswered Lightning goal.

Sunday’s match against Peterborough
proved a lot more testing.

Lightning had already missed out on
bragging rights between the two, with the
Phantom’s mascot finishing higher than
MK’s Pucky in the earlier meeting at the
Mascot Grand National.

There was not much separating the two
sides, as they cancelled each other out in
the opening period.

The possibility of overtime and penalty
shots increased as the game remained

scoreless going into the final period.
But Lightning pulled it out of the bag

five minutes from time as Parez and
Michael Wales posted two goals, before
Ross Bowers scored to give them a 3-0
victory.

Lightning are now up to fourth place in
the league, just two points behind top of
the table Bracknell Bees.
� On Saturday Lightning travel to Swindon for
the 5.45pm face-off, before hosting them at
Planet Ice on Sunday. Face-off is at 6pm.

Red Bull left tyred and frustrated

MK Lions 100 
(Griffin 19. Williams 17, Windless 16)
Guildford Heat 106 
(Aaron 20, Martin 20, Dux 16)

MK Lions lost their undefeated tag as
they were narrowly beaten by Guildford
Heat in a thrilling game.

Both the Lions and Guildford had a 100
per cent record going into the game but a
strong final quarter saw the BBL Champi-
ons clinch the points.

The Lions, without Robert Youngblood
and Ronnie Baker, were taken back when
Guildford opened a quick 9-3 lead before
Tony Windless hit seven and Kevin Griffin

added back-to-back threes to put the
home side 20-13 in front.

After calling a time-out Guildford pulled
twithin two points at the quarter’s end.

The battle between Nerijus Kar-
likanovas and Shawn Jamison took centre
stage in the second with both players
exchanging baskets. 

Yorick Williams and Griffin joined in but
a late basket on the buzzer reduced the
Lions’ lead to 52-50 at the half.

Carlton Aaron was the only Guildford
scorer in the first three minutes of the
third as the Lions edged to 60-54, but
then Daniel Gilbert landed two three
pointers either side of Aaron’ basket.

With neither side wanting to drop
points the scores were tied at 81, setting
up a pulsating final ten minutes.

Brian Dux landed one of two free throws
while Tony Dorsey created a 9-2 run but
the Lions had the perfect response with
Mike New landing a 15ft jump shot.

The Lions held on for much of the final
quarter until Mike Martin’s three pointer
gave Guildford the edge two minutes
from time. When the Lions were called for
an unsportsmanlike foul, Dux calmly
sank four free throws to seal the win.
� On Friday the Lions travel to Sheffield
Sharks for their 7.30pm tip-off before hosting
Scottish Rocks on Sunday. Tip-off is at 4pm.

Lions lose out in final ten thriller

Weekend double puts
Lightning up to fourth

Greg 
Randall in
the thick
of the
action in
front of the
Guildford
net
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Colin Cameron skips past a despairing Micah Hyde
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