
March 16 
AUSTRALIA 
Melbourne
March, 23 
MALAYSIA
Sepang
April 6
BAHRAIN 
Manama
April 27
SPAIN
Barcelona
May 11
TURKEY
Istanbul
May 25
MONACO
Monte Carlo
June 8
CANADA
Montreal
June 22
FRANCE
Magny-Cours
July 6
GREAT BRITAIN
Silverstone

July 20
GERMANY
Hockenheim
August 3
HUNGARY
Budapest
August, 24
EUROPE
Valencia
September 7
BELGIUM
Spa-Francorchamps
September 14
ITALY
Monza
September 28
SINGAPORE
(evening race)
October 12
JAPAN
Fuji
October 19
CHINA
Shanghai
November 2
BRAZIL
Interlagos

Local football
NEW BRADWELL ST PETER slipped to fifth
place in the South Midlands division one
following a 1-0 defeat to Arlesey Athletic,
while STONY STRATFORD lost 2-0 to
Cheshunt Reserves.

WINSLOW UNITED beat Bedford 4-2 and
BUCKINGHAM ATHLETIC were beaten 1-0
by Brache Sparta.

In division two OLD BRADWELL UNITED
fell to 14th place following a 4-2 defeat to
AFC Dunstable and MURSLEY UNITED lost
2-0 to Pitstone and Ivinghoe.

NEWPORT PAGNELL TOWN grabbed a
point from Desborough Town following
their 2-2 draw in the United Counties pre-
mier division.

OLNEY TOWN’S run without a win
extended to seven games but they did
manage a goalless draw at Huntingdon
Town.

Local rugby
OLNEY’S lead at the top of Southern
Counties north division has been cut to one
point.

A defeat 14-25 defeat to Slough has
allowed Wallingford to gain ground the
Olney side.

It started brightly for Olney as Steve
Gunther gathered a chip over the top and
from his defence they broke on attack with
Will Edwards running up field to offload for
Rhys Peakman who shrugged of a chal-
lenge to score a converted try.

A penalty minutes before a try from the
scrum half saw Slough take the lead for
the first time in the game.

On the return to play Slough used made
their dominance in the forwards count by
securing a line-out and sending the winger
off to score in the corner.

Slough extended their lead with further
penalties before Gunter pulled a converted
try but it was not enough to prevent Olney
from falling to only their third defeat of the
season.
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MK Lightning have chance to rescue a disap-
pointing season following their progress
through to the Knockout Cup final.

Another fine display against Guildford Flames
ensured Lightning went through to the final
where they will take on Peterborough Phantoms.

With a 6-3 score line in Lightning’s favour all
they had to do was keep Guildford at bay for 60
minutes. 

But Nick Poole’s side opted for attacking tactics
which paid off as Gary Clarke got them off to the
perfect start striking just 28 seconds into the first
period.

Exactly twenty minutes later Guildford found
their reply through Vinny Zavoral just as they
looked set to fight their way back the good work
was undone as ill discipline saw the side reduced
by two an Lightning took advantage as Greg
Randell and Mikko Skinarri put them 3-1 ahead.

Clarke extended Lightning’s lead on the 32nd
minute before Taras Foremsky hit back with just
three minutes remaining in the second period.

Rick Plant found the back of the net on the 48th
minute, yet Toni Alasaarela had the final say as he
ended Guildford’s hopes with a strike nine min-
utes later.

Alasaarela’s goal ensured Lightning won 5-3 on
the day and 11-6 on aggregate.

The first leg of the Knockout final takes place on

Tuesday, March 18 at Peterborough and the return
leg is on Thursday, March 20, face-off is at 7.45pm.

Away from the cup competition Lightning had a
mixed weekend in the EPL League with a win and
one defeat.

A storming performance led by Clarke, who
scored four goals, saw Lightning beat Chelmsford
8-2 and secure their first league win in seven.

Clarke had his hat-trick wrapped up midway
through the second period while Adam Carr, Kurt
Irvine ,Ales Parez and Matt Towalski added the
rest.

Sunday’s pairing against Bracknell Bees proved
to be one too many as Lightning were dealt a 7-1
loss. 

The Bees were six goals before Alasaarela pulled
a consolation back five minutes from time.

The two point weekend means Lightning are still
sixth in the league.
� LIGHTNING host Slough on Saturday, face-off
is at 7pm, and travel to Guildford on Sunday, face-
off is at 6pm

MK LIONS 88 
Williams 19, New 16, Brown 15

LEICESTER RIDERS 67 
White 17, Vear 16, Woodyard 9

CHESHIRE JETS 88
Moore 23, Costantiello 17, Hamilton 14

MK LIONS 92
Brown 28, Youngblood 15, Spinks 12

INJURY-HIT Lions stayed fourth place in the
BBL League following a winning weekend.

The Lions, missing Tony Windless, Shawn
Jamison and Ronnie Baker, put on what coach
Vince Macauley described as a “superb team per-
formance” to overcome Leicester Riders and
Cheshire Jets.

Despite Mike New opening the scoring on
Friday it was Leicester who had a 23-24 first quar-
ter lead through Steve Vear’s eight point rally.

The visitors could only maintain their lead for

two minutes as a Yorick Williams three-pointer
sparked a 9-0 burst for the Lions, yet the Raiders
stayed close trailing 45-47 at the half.

But that was the closest the Riders would come
as the Lions’ defence showed their bullish nature
to concede 11 points while the advantage was
extended to 71-56.

Kevin Griffin, Peter Heizer and New combined in
the final quarter to stretch the lead further before
the Lions went on an 11-0 burst, leaving the
Riders scoreless in the last four minutes, to wrap
up the points.

On Sunday, the Lions trailed Cheshire Jets for the
majority of the match but hit their purple patch
when it mattered to claim their second victory of
the weekend.

Terrell Brown netted a three-pointer to start pro-
ceedings yet the Jets pulled ahead with a 19-5 run
before the shell-shocked Lions managed to claw
back into contention with five points separating
the sides at the break.

Robert Youngblood then tied the score at 23 with
five points to his name and the sides continued to
exchange basket throughout as the game was tied
44-44 at half-time.

The Jets pushed the lead out once more in the
third period as Gianni Costantiello and James
Hamilton had four points each in a 12-3 run that
made the score 56-47.  

However, Williams’ triple contributed to the
Lions scoring the last six points of the quarter and
they were 68-62 down going into the decisive peri-
od.

The Lions took their first lead since the opening
exchanges as a Williams three-pointer made it 81-
82.  

The Jets kept the game close and it was 84-85
before the Lions closed out the last minute with
Brown and Spinks holding their nerve from the
free-throw line.

MK Lions have a week off before hosting London
Capital on Friday, March 21.

Twin wins see Lions stay fourth

Attack pays off for bold Lightning

Ales Parez is closed down by the Chelmsford
defence as he moves in on goal  Picture Jez Tibbetts

THE eagerly anticipated new Formula One sea-
son starts all over again this weekend in
Australia.

And Red Bull Racing are hoping this year will be
better than ever.

The Milton Keynes racing outfit has their most
successful season in 2007 with fifth place in the
Constructors Championship and drivers David
Coulthard and Mark Webber finishing 10th and
12th respectively in the Drivers’ Championship.

At the ripe age of 36 Coulthard will once again
be the veteran of the pack, while Webber, 32, con-
tinues as his Red Bull team mate.

It is hoped the RB4, designed by Adrian Newey,
can provide the team with a real chance of chal-
lenging for fourth place behind Ferrari, McLaren
and Renault.

Early signs are positive yet new rules in the

sport could test the racing side’s progress to the
maximum.

Teams are now required to make gearboxes last
four consecutive Grand Prix meetings, or risk a
five place penalty, in a bid to improve reliability
and cut costs.

All eleven teams must use a standardised, FIA-
approved electronic control units and cars par-
ticipating in the third qualifying stage no longer
get back the fuel used in the session.

The ban on traction control, which prevents the
rear wheels spinning if a driver applies too much
power, has caused the most uproar.

While any device or system which would notify
drivers of the onset of wheel spin is also not per-
mitted.
� The Australian Grand Prix is live on ITV 1 on
Sunday at 3pm.

Red Bull’s boys
ready to rumble

The Red Bull
RB4 in Jeddah
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