
AS a player I have to say that
I have always loved playing
in night games.

The surface is always nice
and greasy which makes it
easier to pass the ball about
at high tempo and fly into
tackles.

There’s also something
about floodlights that makes
the matches a bit more spe-
cial than usual.

From the way we played
Friday night against a very
established Notts County
side, I think some of the lads
must have the same opinion.

Some of the football we
played was breath-taking,
but that is what this team is
capable of doing and it was
great for me and, I bet, your-
selves to watch. I’m certain
no one will be asking for
their money back.

The last goal typified the
second-half performance
with crisp interplay down
the left and great ball in. It
fell to the head of Alby, who
has had a tough few months
with injury, to finish it per-
fectly. I have to admit he has
come back like he has never
been away.

It was also nice to see a bit
more of our new signing
Jemal Johnson, who had a
fantastic second half, he
really made a big impression
and looks a fantastic bit of
business from the manager.

FANS’ FAVOURITE WRITES FOR YOU

Losing two of the best
strikers in the league in the
summer would have
affected most squads but
this one seems to be able to
score all different types of
goals which will really help
us have a great season.

It also shows what great
character the boys have to
move on and take more
responsibility for scoring
goals.

With the amount of
chances we are creating I
wouldn’t be surprised if even
I got in on the act before the
season finishes! Well maybe
that’s just a bit of wishful
thinking on my part!

To Brentford who have
always been a bit of a bogey
team for us. Don’t get me
wrong, we always play really
well against them but never
come away with the points
our effort deserves. I for one,
and I’m sure the manager as
well, would definitely take it
the other way round this
year.

See you all there making as
much noise as possible and
pushing the boys on until
the final whistle as ever.
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MOTOR RACING

THE Italian Grand Prix proved to be
another frustrating weekend of racing
for Red Bull as David Coulthard crashed
out in the opening lap and Mark Webber
narrowly missed out on the points.

The race was once again dominated by
the McLaren-Ferrari spy row, which will
come to a head at tomorrow’s World
Motor Sport Council hearing in Paris.

And while the front of the grid are strug-
gling with on-going problems off the
track, Red Bull are continuing to battle
with the performance of their cars on it.

Things could not have gone much worse
at the start of the race with Coulthard,
starting at the back of the pack, crashing
out of the race at 180mph after the slight-
est of touches with Giancarlo Fisichella’s
Renault.

Following Coulthard’s crash, the safety
car was deployed allowing the drivers to
refocus while the remains of the accident
were cleared.

Speaking after the crash Coulthard said:
“I touched the back of Fisichella’s car in
the middle of the first chicane and broke
my front wing.

“When I accelerated, the down force

pushed the wing underneath the front of
the car and broke the steering. I went
straight off the track and into the tyres –
that was the end of the weekend.”

Webber’s performance could not raise
the spirits of the Red Bull garage, with his
car lacking the pace he needed to break
into the points.

The Aussie had started in 11th place and
did manage to make up two positions, yet
despite the retirement of Felipe Massa,
Webber just missed out in ninth place.

He said: “I had a pretty good start and a

good scrap with Jenson Button and Nico
Rosberg over the first few laps. 

“It was one of the most difficult races I’ve
done in terms of inconsistent balance, so
we need to improve that and sort out
some of the reliability issues that are still
affecting us. 

“It’s disappointing to only finish ninth
after the effort we’ve put in over the last
few weeks.”

The Milton Keynes-based team have just
a few days to make amends with the Bel-
gian Grand Prix taking place this weekend.

CHERWELL LEAGUE
MK Park were relegated from the first divi-
sion as their game was abandoned due to
bad light.

Having won the toss and elected to field
It was a tough start for Park, with Dinton’s
captain Ashley Smith hitting an unbeaten
century to help set up a target of 214-3.

In reply, Graham Sear and Graham
Simpson posted 62 runs for the first
wicket partnership, but the wickets slowly
began to fall and Park were at 196-4 after
45 overs when the umpires called an end
to the game.

Despite the season just ending, Park
already have an eye on next year and are
keen to hear from any players who may be
interested in joining the club.

For further details, please contact Gra-
ham Simpson on 07970 477436.

NORTHANTS LEAGUE
SEVENTH is the highest position Stony
Stratford can finish following a mixed sea-
son on the field.

Stony’s Greame Carter stole the show
with a stunning 107 and Dion Ebrahim
followed suit with an unbeaten knock of
101 as they reached 323-4 at the end of
their innings.

But a resilient Burton Latimer side pre-
vented Stony from taking maximum
points as they batted through their
innings to finish 238-9.

Stony will end their season this Saturday
at home to Old Northamptonians.

Park’s survival hopes disappear
as bad light forces abandonment 

MK LIGHTNING claimed ‘The Ashes’ at
the weekend, with a double win over their
biggest rivals, Peterborough Phantoms.

Despite the clash being officially titled a
friendly, both sides went all out to claim
the bragging rights in the local derby
and it was Lightning who came out on
top with two impressive performances
against former Lightning captain
Dwayne Newman’s side.

Lightning went 3-0 up within 14 min-
utes of the first period, Gary Clarke
scored either side of Adam Radmall
before James Archer pulled one back for
the Phantoms.

New signing Toni Alasaarela doubled
Lightning’s lead with the help of Clarke
and Ales Parez but James Morgan, the
former Lightning defender, added
Phantoms’ second to make the scores 4-
2 going into the final period.

The Phantoms continued to plug away
and Taras Foremsky grabbed a third, yet

Clarke had the final say as he grabbed
his hat-trick and won the game 5-3 for
Lightning.

The story was much the same in the
away fixture as Lightning again found
themselves 3-0 up.  Player-coach and
man of the match, Nick Poole, scored
two while Mikko Skinnari also got his
name on the scoreboard.

But Craig Peacock found a way
through to goal and Archer netted Phan-
toms’ third although that was where the
fightback ended, as Lightning won 8-5
on aggregate. 

On the back of wins against Romford
and Peterborough, Lightning are hitting
form just in time as their EPL Cup cam-
paign starts this Saturday.

They take on Guildford at home, with
face-off at 7pm and on Sunday Light-
ning play Chelmsford at the Riverside
Ice and Leisure centre, face-off is at
6.30pm.

Frustration for Red Bull 

Nick Poole and Toni Alasaarela celebrate
Poole’s opening goal for Lightning

Lightning strike twice to claim bragging rights

Shortly after the
start of the Italian
Grand Prix on
Sunday just before
Red Bull’s David
Coulthard crashed
out of the race
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Paul Ince has words with referee Jarnail Singh after he had
turned down a second-half penalty for MK Dons
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