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Local football
NEW BRADWELL ST PETER moved up to
fourth place in the South Midlands division
one following consecutive wins. Midweek
they hammered Arlesey Athletic 5-0 and on
Saturday beat Harpenden Town 2-0.

But STONY STRATFORD TOWN are occupy-
ing third place after drawing 1-1 with Ken-
tish Town.

WINSLOW UNITED lost 5-1 to Royston Town
and are now rock bottom.

Meanwhile, in division two MUSLEY UNITED
lost 2-0 to Caddington and OLD BRADWELL

UNITED were held to a goalless draw with
AFC Dunstable.

NEWPORT PAGNELL TOWN continued their
poor run of form in the United Counties pre-
mier league as they lost 2-0 to Northampton
Spencer while OLNEY TOWN lost 4-1 to
Peterborough Northern Star in division one.

Local rugby
OLNEY moved five points clear at the top of
the Southern Counties north division follow-
ing an emphatic 52-7 win over local rivals
Aylesbury.

James Haynes and Rhys Peakman each

crossed the line twice as Olney ran in eight
tries on the afternoon.

Fly-half Dave Smith kicked 12 points to
round off a superb performance by the
league leaders.

MILTON KEYNES lost ground as they
slipped to a 24-21 defeat to Beaconsfield.

Phil Powell grabbed 16 of MK’s points, con-
verting his own try, while number eight Mike
Lambert also crossed the line. MK dropped to
fourth place after the defeat.

BLETCHLEY remain seventh in the West
Two east division despite losing 27-17 to
Reading Abbey.

MKSPORTSSHORTS

ATHLETICS

ICE HOCKEY

BASKETBALL

WHAT can I say?
Saturday’s game left me

with some very strange
emotions.

Having seen us dominate a
very good Rotherham side
for long periods and to only
walk away with a share of
the spoils left us feeling
more like we had been
beaten.

To be blunt though, foot-
ball was the furthest thing
from my mind after wit-
nessing the unfortunate
accident between the young
Rotherham winger Steven
Brogan and our very own
goalkeeper Willy Gueret.

As you can imagine, seeing
the incident brought back a
lot of old memories for me. I
have to say though, very
similar to my own experi-
ence, there was no malice or
intent in the tackle whatso-
ever and I’m afraid these
things can happen in the
sport we play. I should
know!

A big pat on the back has
to go to the lads for the way
they reacted, getting the
medics and physios on
straight away to give
Stephen a great chance of
carrying on his bright foot-
ball future as I’m sure he
will.

What’s happened since
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then just goes to emphasise
the characters of the people
the Gaffer has brought in
and has around him. I know
the Gaffer has already been
to see Stephen and the club
has offered the player every
courtesy to try to make his
and his family’s stay that
tiny bit easier.

Having been there myself -
I know it’s tough. Saying
that though, the littlest ges-
ture goes a long way and if
he receives half the support
I have, he will be as good as
new in no time. I think it
goes without saying that we
wish Stephen and his family
all the best and a speedy
recovery.

Hopefully by the time this
is printed, he and his family
will be back at home, we will
have beaten Shrewsbury
and will be looking forward
to taking on a very dogged
Wrexham side on Saturday. I
can’t wait.

See you there.

MITCH

PAUL
MITCHELL

MK Dons have a chance of
going to Wembley this year if
Paul Ince’s team can beat
Swansea over two-legs in the
Johnstone’s Paint Trophy area
semi-final.

Johnstone’s, sponsor of the
Johnstone’s Paint Trophy, are
giving fans the chance to win a
pair of tickets to watch their
local team in action.

Now, MK NEWS have teamed
up with your local Johnstone’s
Decorating Centre to give you
an opportunity to cheer on the
Dons in the all important sec-
ond leg on Tuesday, February
26.

Johnstone’s signed a three-
year deal with The Football
League in May 2006 to sponsor
the trophy. The deal is the
biggest in the trophy’s 23-year

history.
Johnstone’s has over 170 dec-

orating centres throughout the
UK and Ireland offering profes-
sional advice and service as
well as market leading quality
and value. They stock a wide
range of trade quality paints
available in over 15 000 colours
and are open to both profes-
sional trade and the general
public.  Johnstone’s UK head-
quarters are in Birstall, West
Yorkshire, where the firm
employs over 1,000 people
bringing colour to the homes of
millions of football fans.

COMPETITION

HOW TO ENTER
TO be in with a chance of win-
ning one of the 10 pairs avail-
able, all you have to do is cor-
rectly answer the following
question: Who is the MK Dons
manager?

a) Paul Ince b) Paul Merson c)
Paul Robinson

Send your answer, along with

your name, address and daytime
phone number to MKNEWS, 1
Diamond Court, Fox Milne, Mil-
ton Keynes, Bucks, MK15 0DU,
or email competitions@mk-
news.co.uk

First correct entries drawn win.
The editor’s decision is final.
Closing date is February 20.

Win Dons tickets

MK LIONS 67 
Youngblood 15, Brown 12, Heizer 11

SCOTTISH ROCKS 89 
Hampton 22, Yanders 19, Murray 14

BIRMINGHAM PANTHERS 53 
A Williams 17, Paternostro 8, L Williams 8

MK LIONS 85 
New 17, Heizer 14, Y Williams 12

A FIRST league defeat in two months has
cost MK Lions ground on BBL leaders
Newcastle Eagles.

The Lions lost heavily at the hands of
Scottish Rocks, who along with Plymouth
Raiders moved into joint second place
with MK, which has allowed the Eagles to
move four points clear at the top. 

On Saturday the Lions were able to get
back on track with a comprehensive win
over Birmingham Panthers but the gap
remains the same between the top two
and the Eagles still have a game in hand.

The Scottish Rocks had the better of the
Lions from the start with a 7-0 burst prov-
ing to be a sign of things to come.

Mike New and Tony Windless were able
to keep the Lions within a whisker, 20-23
down at the end of the first.

Then the wheels came off as the Rocks
broke the game open with a 13-0 tear,
with Vince Macauley’s side unable to find
their feet the guests added a further 12

points before the Lions, who trailed 31-55
at half-time, pinned back points from Ter-
rell Brown and Yorick Williams.

Windless spearheaded a Lions response
in the second half with four points in a 12-
4 helping to narrow the deficit to 52-69.

It looked like the Lions would be able to
stage a remarkable comeback as they con-
tinued to add the points through New and
Windless, but at times they squandered
possession allowing the Rocks to capi-
talise and claim a 67-89 victory.

But the Lions were able to put their no-
show behind them to return to winning
ways in convincing style at Birmingham.

The visitors were able to break a 4-4 tie
with 10 unanswered points before the
Panthers hit back to trail 16-23 after ten
minutes.

Peter Heizer was instrumental in
extending the Lions’ lead in the second
quarter with eight points either side of
scores from Williams, stretching the lead
to 51-28.

The game was beyond Panthers as
Williams netted back-to-back threes to
give the Lions a 72-32 advantage, before
every player on the MK roster made it
onto the score sheet to secure two vital
points.
� THIS Friday Lions host Guildford Heat,
in their only match this weekend. Tip-off
at Bletchley Leisure Centre is at 7.30pm.

CRAIG Pickering has not been selected
in the first wave of athletes to represent
Great Britain in the World Indoor Cham-
pionships.

The UK Athletic selectors have named
an initial squad for the championship
which take place in Valencia, Spain in
March, it includes Dwain Chambers in
the 60m.

The sprinter was banned from athletics
for two years after testing positive for the
performance-enhancing drug THG.

At the weekend Pickering suffered his
first disappointing race of the season
when he was left trailing in fifth place at
the Norwich Union Championship Trails.

The Milton Keynes runner - a pre-race
favourite - won his heat and semi-final

running 6.73secs and 6.60secs respec-
tively but slowed in the final with
6.70secs.

Instead it was the controversial figure of
Dwain Chambers who crossed the line in
first place with a time of 6.56secs. 

Chambers’ recorded time displaced
Pickering as the third fastest man in the
world this year.

Last year Pickering exploded on to the
scene at the trails by beating his then
training partner Jason Gardener, yet this
time round the expectation on his shoul-
ders fizzled out.

But it is not all bad news for Pickering as
he has the chance to run again this week-
end at the Norwich Union grand prix
meeting in Birmingham.

Craig Pickering wins the Mens 60 metres
during the Norwich Union International
Match at Kelvin Hall, Glasgow in January

Chambers in – Pickering out

PETERBOROUGH Phantoms dealt a
double blow to MK Lightning’s title
hopes after condemning them to back-
to-back defeats.

Patchy would be the best way to
describe Lightning’s form at the moment,
last week they picked up maximum
points but this time round with four
available, were sent packing with noth-
ing. 

Fifth place Peterborough ensured this
years meetings between the local rivals
ended on an even tally with Lightning
winning three and losing three of the six
fixtures.

Ex-Lightning favourites James Morgan
and Dwayne Newman, now Phantoms’
coach, played a massive part in helping

Peterborough to victory.
MK fell a goal down through Nathan

Rempel’s strike 13 minutes into the first
period but Gary Clarke was on hand to
take the scores level two minutes before
the break.

It was in the second period that Peter-
borough took control with Morgan, Rem-
pel and Adam Reynolds extended their
lead to three goals.

But Lightning regathered to pull back
two of their own with Ales Parez and
Chris McEwen finding their way passed
net minder Stephen Wall. Yet, Craig Peak-
cock’s strike in the final minute ensured
there was no way back for Lightning.

While fans in MK had been treated to an
eight goal thriller the reverse fixture had

just one separating the sides.
Both Lightning and Peterborough had

plenty of chances to score, with 34 shots
on goal each, but when both net minders
Barry Hollyhead and Wall are named man
of the match for their side it goes some
way to show their part in the game.

And it took 55 minutes to break the
deadlock with Lewis Buckman securing
the win in a power play after McEwen had
been penalised for delaying the game. 

Lightning remain in third place, joint on
points with Bracknell Bees and four
points behind leaders Slough.
� MK Lightning will be hoping to get their
title chase back on track this Saturday
when Guildford come to town. Face-off is
at 7pm.

Double loss blow to title hopes

Rocks a hard place for Lions

Peter Heizer extended Lions lead v Panthers
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