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Local football
THERE was a 2-0 win for NEWPORT PAG-
NELL at home to Yaxley on Saturday in the
United Counties Premier Division, on Satur-
day they travel to Deeping, while OLNEY
TOWN went down by the same scoreline at
home to Huntingdon.

NEW BRADWELL ST PETER drew 3-3 in a
thriller with Ampthill while STONY STRAT-

FORD also drew 1-1 with Bedford Town
Reserves.

OLD BRADWELL were on the wrong end of
a 3-0 at Caddington.

American football
American football was back in the city at the
weekend when MK City Pathfinders enter-
tained Bedfordshire Blue Raiders in a friendly

at Manor Fields.
The home side went down 35-0 and are

now looking towards the new season in
2008.

The club will be holidng a series of trials at
Stantonbury Fields each Sunday from 12.30
until 4pm. There are also opening for club
officials, side line assistants, support staff
and cheerleaders.

MKSPORTSSHORTS

INTERNATIONAL FOOTBALL

ICE HOCKEY

BASKETBALL

Dean Lewington gets the better of Jo Kuffour 

Celebrations after Keith Andrews’ first goal

MK Dons defender Dean Lew-
ington has committed his
immediate future to the club
by signing a two-year exten-
sion to his current contract at
stadiummk.

The 23-year-old full-back,
whose contract was due to
expire in the summer, has put
pen to paper on a new deal up
to until July 2010.

Lewington made his 200th
career appearance in the win
over Grimsby and has been an
ever-present in the league for
Paul Ince’s team this season.

A key part of a defensive unit
that has kept eight clean
sheets already this term, the
fans’ favourite has played a
key role in the Dons’ rise to the
top of League 2.

He said: “I’m delighted to
have signed and hope to play
my part in this club’s big
future.

“We’re going where we want
to go as a club, I’m enjoying
my football and there’s
nowhere else I want to be at

the moment. We’re starting to
experience the good times
here. We have probably the
best stadium in this league
and the one above and it’s a
great place to play football.”

Fans’ favourite signs
up for two more years

Dean Lewington                          

MK LIONS were left battered
at the weekend but came
away with two good wins and
second place in the league.

The Lions overcame an
injury crisis to prevail 74-87
over the Cheshire Jets on Fri-
day.

Terrell Brown was the first
casualty after just one minute
as he left the floor for 10 min-
utes with a bloodied nose. 

Tony Windless joined him
just two minutes into the
game with concussion and
would not return.

With Kevin Griffin in the USA
due to a serious operation on
his father, Mike New also
returned to the sidelines miss-
ing the last ten minutes of the
game with a serious cut to his
head.

Robert Youngblood still
absent meant the Lions saw 31
points from Yorick Williams,
right, and a Captains perfor-
mance from Dru Spinks as
they pulled away from the Jets
in a controlled performance.

The Everton Tigers came
away from Bletchley with

nothing to show in their first
ever match up against the
Lions on Sunday.

A poor first half from the
home side allowed the Tigers
to hold a 51-56 lead at the
break, however a padlock
defence in the third holding
their visitors to just 10 points
built the platform for a Lions
win, 90-94.

� On Friday the Lions enter-
tain Birmingham Panthers, tip
off 7.30pm while on Saturday
they travel to Leicester Riders.

Battered Lions go second

BY SIMONE CORGAN
simone.corgan@mk-news.co.uk

INTERNATIONAL football
comes to Milton Keynes this
week with a host of Premier-
ship stars ready to shine.

It will be a historic day in the
new stadiummk as England
Under-21s take on Bulgaria in
the 2009 UEFA European
Under-21 Championship
qualifiers, in the first interna-
tional to be held at the venue.

A sell-out crowd will be in for
a treat watching an England
side full of promise with play-
ers who are already on the
fringe of the senior team.

But unlike Steve McLaren’s
men who have struggled in
their group and are now
reliant on other results to
qualify for Euro 2008, the U21s
have got off to a flyer.

Under the guidance of for-
mer England defender Stuart
Pearce, the U21s have won all

four of their group matches
without conceding a goal.

On Friday the young Lions
will be looking to push further
ahead at the top of Group 3
having already beaten Bul-
garia on the road.

In that game the 2-0 win
came courtesy of midfielders
Mark Noble and Tom Huddle-
stone, but there is plenty of
fire power elsewhere with the
likes of Theo Walcott, Gabriel
Agbonlahor and Matt Der-
byshire also hoping to be in
the starting eleven.

Football fans in MK were
quick to snap up the 21,000
tickets with the game selling
out after three weeks, but for
all those who did not manage
to seal a seat the game will be
live on SkySports.
� ENGLAND take on Bulgaria
this Friday at stadiummk,
kick-off is at 6pm. 
You can read the match report
at www.mk-news.co.uk
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BY ROB GIBSON
rob.gibson@mk-news.co.uk

TELFORD Tigers felt the
backlash as MK Lightning
stormed to a comprehensive
victory at the weekend.

Following a disappointing
result against the Peterbor-
ough Phantoms on Saturday
the squad could be forgiven
for approaching Sunday’s
match away at Telford with
caution.

But after losing 3-5 at Planet
Ice player manager Nick Poole
lead the Lightning to an
astounding 8-0 victory against
the Tigers.

On Saturday the Phantoms
came out of the blocks
quickly, scoring an early goal
before the teams exchanged
goals in the second to leave
the Lightning 4-3 down. 

Poole was left fuming at the
referee for what he called ‘the
most bizarre bit of officiating I
have ever witnessed’ after the
referee decided to deny a goal
for obstruction.

The Phantoms made it 5-3
before the end.

On Sunday the players were
quick to restore the travelling
fans’ faith at Telford, taking a
5-0 lead by the end of the first.

Goals from Gary Clarke, Ross
Bowers, Adam Carr and Clarke
again gave the team a com-
fortable lead.

The Tigers had two goals
controversially disallowed and

by the end of the second the
Lightning had hit seven.

One more goal completed
the rout and restored the
Lightning’s faith in their abil-
ity.

The response was testament
to the team’s mental strength
after the Peterborough result
and the clean sheet was the
icing on the cake.

Coach Poole said: “Sunday

saw a very ticked off team take
on a much improved Telford
side.  We went into the game
with the right mental attitude
and there was some excellent
play from all. 

“Ross Bowers scored three
and that will do him the world
of good as he is a player that
we need to have scoring regu-
larly.  It was a great end to a
frustrating weekend.”

Lightning backlash bites Tigers
Matt Towalski
raises his
arms after
MK Lightning
hit the net
against
Peterborough 
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