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Brickhill’s barn convertion
GREAT Brickhill Cricket Club are set to unveil
the opening of brand new indoor cricket nets.
A barn at Rectory Farm in Great Brickhill has
been converted through money raised by
local business’s and fundraising, for members
of the club to use during the winter months.

And this Saturday at 11am England bats-
man Alastair Cook is set to attend the opening
where he will be tested by some of the Great
Brickhill bowlers.

Local football
NEWPORT PAGNELL TOWN were subjected to
their 13th defeat of the season as they lost 2-
0 to Wellingborough Town. The recent run of
bad results leaves them in 15th place in the
United Counties premier division.

Meanwhile, OLD BRADWELL UNITED slipped
into further trouble in the South Midlands
division two, as they lost 3-0 to
Caddington.The defeat keeps them second
from bottom.

Lions on the phone
MK Lions have launched their own mobile
channel which lets fans to access the latest
developments, news and views through your
mobile.

Get the service free for the first seven days
and just £1 per month during the season and
50p in the close season. Text ‘lions’ to 07800
003282 and you will be issued with the link.
Then renew for as many months as you like
by texting ‘memo(space)lions’ to 82055.
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BASKETBALL

HAVING spoken to certain
players over the weekend
before I even knew the
result, I could tell that there
was dejection and disap-
pointment in there voices.

I’m no rocket scientist but
it was quite obvious that we
didn’t get the result or the
performance we were look-
ing for.

As I’ve said before, you
can’t play well all the time
and if more of the players
are having an off day then
results like that happen.

I have to say though, there
has been a tremendous
amount of football played
over the last couple of
months and it does tend to
catch up on even the best of
teams. When I saw the result
come through on the news,
what really cheered me up
was what followed the score
line. Saturday was only our
fifth defeat of the league
season and, in any team’s
book, that is a fantastic
record. It really gives you an
insight to how good we have
performed so far.

At the moment for me,
doctor’s orders are to have a
couple of days’ rest and let
me tell you, I’m already
going stir crazy! Life with
the boys, manager and club
is infectious this year and I
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can’t wait to get back in.
What I do know is after

every set back this year,
training and the following
matches has been very
sharp and competitive mak-
ing sure the next result is
the right one. Every game
that doesn’t go our way just
seems to fuel the fire to
achieve something this year
that can only serve to help
us.

So bring on Wrexham as
the boys will have their eyes
firmly fixed on the next
team in our path.

It’s well documented by
now that I was back in hos-
pital last weekend. Every-
thing went to plan so I’m
inching ever closer now to
playing again. I just have to
get use to those damn
crutches again!

So I can safely say this
week see you all there Sat-
urday.

Let’s really drive the boys
on.

MITCH

PAUL
MITCHELL

MILTON Keynes progressed through to
the next round of the Bucks Cup with a
shock win over Olney.

The two sides are currently competing
in the Southern Counties north league
and while MK are holding their own in
fourth place, Olney are flying high at the
top.

But the league position stood for noth-
ing as MK produced one of their best per-
formances of the season to knock out the
Olney side.

It was a closely fought game but when
Olney flanker Tom Stanton was sin-
binned for stamping MK took advantage
of the extra man. A lineout five metres
from the Olney line saw centre Tim
Parkinson collect the ball and dive over
for the first try of the evening.

Phil Powell added the kick and no fur-
ther scores made it 7-0 to MK at the
break.

The most impressive try came when
Olney’s fly half kicked from his own

twenty-two, unfortunately for him MK’s
prop Kieran McConnell scooped the ball
up and ran 45 metres, breaking three
tackles to score in the corner to give MK a
12-0 lead.

Olney were able to stage some from of a
fight back as Dean Henrickson drove over
the line, but it was too late to stage a
comeback.

It was sweet revenge for MK following
their  22-3 defeat to Olney at the start of
the season.

THE race in the English Premier League
is hotting up after MK Lightning
grabbed a penalty shoot-out win over
leaders Guildford Flames.

The victory put the Lions back on track
following defeat to Bracknell Bees at the
start of the weekend.

But having taken the game into over-
time and penalties Lightning’s hosts also
earned themselves a point and are now
six points clear at the top.

Toni Alasaarela emerged as the MK hero

as he was the only player managing to
sneak the puck into the net, after missing
his first, while Mikko Skinnari and Gary
Clarke also had their saved.

It was an important victory following
defeat to second placed Bracknell the
previous day.

Bees had a 2-0 lead at the end of the first
period before Nick Poole grabbed Light-
ning’s first three minutes into the second.

Poole then set up Adam Carr in a power
play to make the score 2-2.

Greg Randell added Lightning’s third on
the 48th minute but that was sandwiched
between two from Bracknell with Matt
Foord hitting the winner two minutes
from time.

� Lightning take on the Bees at Bracknell
tonight in the first-leg of the EPL Cup
semi-final. On Saturday they are at
Slough Jets with face-off at 6.30pm and
on Sunday Lightning host Wightlink
Raiders, face-off is at 6pm.

Lightning back on track after penalty shoot-out win

MK LIONS 69 
(Griffin 24, Windless 22, Williams 9)
NEWCASTLE EAGLES 66 
(Smith 21, Bridge 19, Stewart 12)

TWO free throws in the final five sec-
onds ensure MK Lions captured the first
piece of silverware available this season.

Mike New, the British Basketball
League’s oldest player at 39, held his
nerve in a dramatic end to the game to
claim the Lions the BBL Cup.

It was far from easy for the Lions as they
were forced to shake off a sloppy first
quarter to regain the lead, at which point
they never looked back. 

Newcastle player-coach Fabulous
Flouroy led the way by scoring in the sec-
ond minute and while New was instant in
his response, nailing a basket and a free-
throw, the Eagles were on a roll.

Olu Babalola inspired an 11-0 burst
before New and Windless pulled the
Lions back and Peter Heizer narrowed
the deficit to 9-13 as he netted at the
buzzer.

The Lions fell further behind at the start
of the second, but soon they started to
rally and after trailing 20-12 they were
leading by a single point on the back of
three consecutive three-pointers.

The triple pointers were Lions’ route
through as they notched up six of them in
the second quarter to lead 33-28 at the
interval.

A series of scores from Kevin Griffin
broke the game open in the third with a
11-3 tear in the Lions favour putting
them in a steady position. But the Eagles
continued to produces moments of
magic in the final seconds to cut the lead
to 12 points.

The battle between the sides continued
throughout the final quarter, at one point
it looked like Newcastle would mount an
almighty come back and not one specta-
tor in the packed out National Indoor
Arena was prepared to sneak home early.

Charles Smith and Andrew Bridge were
two Eagles players who were not pre-
pared to lose without a fight. The former
of the two netted a long range shot with
five minutes remaining to take his side
within three points.

Bridge then threw a spanner in the

works when he scored, with a minute left
on the clock, to narrow the deficit to 67-
66.

The Lions scraped away, holding pos-
session and desperately trying to keep
the Eagles out. Clearly frustrated New-
castle shot themselves in the foot as they
fouled the Lions and New gladly bagged
the two free throws.

Lynard Stewart tried to force overtime
but his shot, at the buzzer, fell short and
gave the Lions their first piece of silver-
ware.

Five-second sensation
Nerveless New
snatches BBL
Cup for Lions

Last seconds hero Mike New goes up for
a basket for the Lions

Robert Youngblood holds the ball up from
Fabulous Flournoy

Keith Andrews had the best of Dons’ few chances
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