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Athletics awards
THREE of the ‘behind the scenes’ volunteers
at Milton Keynes Athletic Club have received
well deserved awards.
The BBC East Sports Awards 2007, Coach of
the Year went to Jim McKenna, who is a pre-
vious winner of the UK Athletics award for
Podium coach.

The other two members received their
awards at the Bucks Sports Awards Dinner
with Brian Graves winning the Unsung Hero
Award and Mick Bromilow the Volunteer of
the Year.

Wembley woe
RED Bull Racing driver David Coulthard failed
to make an impact in the Race of Champions.

The 36-year-old failed to make the semi-
finals of the Nations Cup.

He partnered fellow Scotsman Alister
McRae, brother of former Rally World Cham-
pion Colin McRae, who was killed in a heli-
copter crash in September.

An enthusiastic crowd of almost 50,000
people went to Wembley to see drivers from
all disciplines race against one another in
identical cars.

Local football
STONY STRATFORD TOWN beat Cheshunt
Reserves 3-1 in division one of the South
Midlands league.

NEW BRADWELL ST PETER also put three
past their opposition Hoddesdon Town without
conceding while BUCKINGHAM ATHLETIC
were held to a goalless draw with Harpenden
Town.

In the United Counties league NEWPORT
PAGNELL TOWN lost 2-0 to Bourne Town and
OLNEY TOWN won their division one tie with
Higham United 3-0.

MKSPORTSSHORTS

ICE HOCKEY

BASKETBALL

LOCAL RUGBY

WHAT tends to happen
with important matches is
they are hyped up that
much it’s impossible for the
game to live up to the high
standard everybody is
expecting.

This was definitely not the
case Saturday as each team
played theirpart in a fan-
tastic encounter. I have to
say when we look back over
our season and the dust
settles it will become clear
what a great three points it
was.

Once again we proved that
when the pressure is on to
perform that’s when we are
most dangerous. You could
tell from the first whistle
how much the game meant
to each team with tackles
flying in. I have to admit
that I felt a little bit jealous
at not being able to join in.

It was always going to take
something special to sepa-
rate the two teams and
that’s what Kevin Gallen
provided. After Keith made
it two capping a great cap-
tain’s performance, there
was only one team going to
win it.

As we all know the Gaffer
will not settle for us taking
our foot off the pedal and
after some missed chances
he came racing from the
stand to make sure there

PAUL MITCHELL WRITES FOR YOU

was no way back for the
home team. To be honest, I
think some of the lads ears
are still ringing! That pas-
sion and will to be the best
is what’s keeping us where
we are. With every perfor-
mance you can see the
players adopting that same
mentality.

As a fan, the one thing you
want to see is commitment
and, judging by your reac-
tion and endless support
on Saturday, you can see
every player gives that
week in, week out.

Over the Christmas
period we have seven
games in 23 days. It’s going
to take a great effort from
all of us because this is the
time that the quality and
depth of your squad is
really tested. I have no
doubts that we will more
than pass that test.

Your support is so impor-
tant over this period as it
can really drive the players
on when the legs get tired
and sore. Let’s keep up that
tremendous support
throughout the festive 
season. MITCH

PAUL
MITCHELL

BY ROB GIBSON
rob.gibson@mk-news.co.uk

MK Lightning climbed to third in the
English Premier League after a comfort-
able four-point weekend.

With Ales Parez and Greg Randell back
in full swing for Lightning, the side was
back at its best ahead of the congested
Christmas schedule.

On Saturday they swept aside Chelms-
ford Chieftans 7-2 before beating title
rivals Sheffield Scimitars 5-3 away on
Sunday.

The side will receive another boost as
Nick Poole aims to return to the ice at
Slough – the coach said he will test his fit-
ness during training this week.

At Planet Ice Lightning had two goals
ruled out in the first two minutes before
Grant McPherson set up a Michael Wales
opener.

Parez made his mark with a goal follow-

ing Matt Towalski’s finish to make it 3-0 at
the second break, before Gary Clarke
bagged two, with Parez turning supplier.

Former Lightning player Bari McKenzie
scored for the Chieftans but Parez bagged
his second, McPherson netted and the
Chieftans added a second consolation
goal.

Coach Poole said: “We had key players
back in the line up and it showed how
much we missed them while they were
out. Greg (Randell) played really well and
we really missed him.”

The side continued that form at
Sheffield with goals from Adam Carr and
an Alasaarela penalty adding to a hat-
trick from Captain Clarke.

Poole said: “They’ve beaten us twice this
year so it was good to get our own back.

“Sheffield are a top four side and very
similar to us. We did let them get a few
goals but the win was never in doubt.

We’ve played them four times now and
won three. If we do that to every team we
play we’ll finish high in the league stand-
ings.”

Lightning are now set to play four games
in a week, including what Poole describes
as ‘a meaningless cup game’ away at
Guildford on Boxing Day.

“The players aren’t thrilled about play-
ing on Boxing Day,” said Poole.

“Everyone wants to eat more, drink
more and be with their families at that
time but they can’t. It’s a meaningless cup
game because we’ve already qualified.

“This Saturday will be a good indicator
of where we stand because Slough are
probably the best team in the league. 

“We’re expecting a tough game.”

� On Saturday Lightning host Slough at
7pm before heading to Wightlink for a
5.30pm face-off on Sunday.

MILTON Keynes Lions qualified for their
second major final with a fantastic 91-
80 win over Guilford Heat.

The BBL Cup semi-final win means the
Lions will now play Newcastle Eagles
early next year.

Both sides traded baskets throughout
the opening quarter, but a 10-4 burst
from the Lions gave them the early
advantage at 15-8. 

Head coach Vince Macaulay said: “It
was a very intriguing game, the guys were
up for it, but you need to be when you’re
playing someone like Guildford. Every-
thing went to plan, and we played really
well. Yorick [Williams] was lethal, which
he is capable of being, as he scored 26
points in 20 minutes. But over all it was a
sensational team effort. 

“Mike New carried us in the first half
with 18 points and Shawn Jamison was
playing with a smile on his face – that
really makes a difference, teams don’t like
to see Shawn playing with a smile,
because when he’s enjoying himself, he’s
extremely difficult to play against.”

The Lions will meet the Newcastle
Eagles in the final, their first since quali-
fying for the BBL Trophy Final in 2001/02,
and it gives them a shot at their first ever

piece of BBL silverware at an important
time for the club, 

“It’s very important for us to be in the

BBL Cup Final,” said Macaulay. “We’re in
our tenth year in Milton Keynes, and we
move into the new arena next year so we
need to be seen as one of the top clubs in
the country. 

“This team is good enough to be in cup
finals and challenging, so it’s no more
than we expected, but it’s important that
the people in the area see that we are up
there.”

The BBL Cup Final takes place at the
National Indoor Arena, Birmingham, on
Sunday, January 13. Tickets in the Lions’
section can be obtained via the club on
01908 512 217 or at www.mklions.com

The Lions followed up Saturday’s tri-
umph with a 73-67 victory at home to the
Plymouth Raiders that saw the Lions
clear on 24 points at the top of the BBL
Table.

Macaulay added: “This weekend was a
total team performance from the guys
they executed the game plans to perfec-
tion, they are glad to be where they are,
but they feel it’s where they are supposed
to be, there is more to come”
� The Lions are at home in the BBL Tro-
phy to the Chester Jets tonight, tip off
7.30pm and against Plymouth Raiders on
January 4, also at 7.30pm.

OLNEY have ended their year with a bang
by moving five points clear at the top of
the Southern Counties League.

Witney were punished for early mis-
takes when prop Dean Henrickson
touched down for the first try following a
driving maul.

Their hosts hit back with a penalty but
Olney’s pack were proving extremely
helpful and just before the break they
converted their dominance into points.

Once again it was Henrickson who had
his hands on the ball as they drove across
the line for the second time.

At the restart Witney began to threaten
with decent phases of play keeping them
just short but it was their fast running
winger who added a converted try to the
score sheet.

However, Witney shot themselves in the
foot on several occasions with their ill dis-
cipline allowing Olney to kick more
penalties.

But they were not successful and the
final points came from another catch and
drive with Olney’s number eight, Gareth
Cahill taking the score to 17-10.

MK moved to fourth place in the South-
ern Counties after beating Amersham
and Chiltern.

After 12 minutes MK were gifted a try
when the ball was punted straight down
to Dan Pearson and following some good
interplay with Mads Jensen, the winger
dived over the line.

Fly half Andrew White scored in the cor-
ner on the 35th minute and Phil Powell

converted the kick. 
In the remained scoreless for MK failed

to score in the  second half, Amersham
running in an unconverted try and
penalty. Final score 14-8.

BLETCHleY beat Tadley, 41-27.
It only took a few minutes for Bletchley

to breach Tadley’s line with second row
Chris Coussell bagging a try and Adam
Dempsey following suit shortly after.

Tadley added a penalty before Bletch-
ley’s Jack Couzens and Tim Stobbs scored
to give them a 24-3 lead at the half.

Bletchley continued where they left off
with Matt Nobes going over and Coussell
grabbing his second.

Sloppy play by Bletchley saw Tadley run
in three late tries.

Easy, easy Lightning

Table-toppers through to cup final

Lethal: Yorick Williams scored 26 points
in 20 minutes against Guilford Heat 

Above left:
Drissa Diallo
slides in to get
the ball from
George Boyd

Above: Dean
Lewington gets
a shot in during
the first half

Right: Dons fans
in the Christmas
spirit
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Lethal Yorick
puts Lions in
cup final
PAGE 47

BY SIMONE CORGAN
simone.corgan@mk-news.co.uk

MK Dons are looking to have a very
merry Christmas after moving five
points clear at the top of League Two.

Beating local (and promotion) rivals
Peterborough United will have added
to their festive cheer.

For the second time this season, fol-
lowing a Johnstone’s Paint Trophy win,
Paul Ince emerged victorious against
his old team mate and now Posh boss
Darren Ferguson.

Heading into the clash the Dons were
looking for payback having been
humiliated in a 4-0 drubbing at
London Road last year.

And it was sweet revenge for the Dons
as they stuck to their slick football and
pushed Posh aside.

Skipper Keith Andrews was once
again instrumental in his midfield role,
turning from provider to goal scorer in
a ten minute second-half spell which

effectively ended the game. The mid-
fielder played his hand in giving the
Dons the lead  following a goal less
first-half when he played a superb long
ball across field for the on-running
Kevin Gallen.

And he was clearly keen not to waste
the chance as he sent the rocket of a
shot, which looked to be going wide
until the swerve took it beyond the
keeper, into the net.

Gallen’s first goal in seven games will
have given the former QPR man a huge
confidence boost ahead of a hectic fix-
ture schedule.

The 32-year-old striker, since picking
up an injury early in the season, has
struggled for a run in the side.

But since Ince has tinkered with his
formation, switching from 4-4-2 to a
more attacking 4-3-3, Gallen has
played a staring role in the winning for-
mula.

Andrews then netted his tenth goal of

the campaign to double his sides lead. 
Ince praised his side for their display,

he said: “We took the initiative in the
second half and played some absolute-
ly fantastic football against a very good
side - this result shows it is impossible
to stop our lads playing.”

A strong Dons defence kept the dead-
ly Posh strike force of Aaron McLean
and Craig Mackail-Smith, who have
bagged 31 goals between them, quiet
until they were eventually breached in
the 75th minute.

McLean was on song for Posh when
he followed up Charlie Lee’s effort
which hit the bar, to net the rebound.
Posh hunted for a leveller, but not even
Drissa Diallo’s sending off for a second
yellow could damper the Dons’ spirits
as they clung on for the vital three
points.

The win turned out to be a bonus for
the Dons as boss Ince revealed before
kick-off he would have been happy for

a draw. I did think we might have to
settle for a point, but we were worthy
winners in the end. 

“It was a big win, but it doesn’t settle
anything, We have some tough games
coming up.”

Dons
push
Posh
aside

Ales Parez
fires in one
of his two
goals
against the
Chieftains 
– report
inside  

Picture Jez Tibbetts

Keith Andrews salutes the Dons faithful
after hitting the second goal
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Also Watches,
Jewellery and

Valuations

52 Queensway, Bletchley 01908 632257

FINEST INDIAN CUISINE
Restaurant & Take Away

Fully Licensed & Air Conditioned
Free Home Delivery

Minimum Order £12.50 within 5 mile radius

10% Discount on collected orders over £15
All Day Sunday Buffet

Every Sunday 1pm - 10pm
Eat as much as you like from various
delicious selected dishes and salads

Adult £8.50pp Children £4.50
Ganges Night Every Wednesday 6pm-11.30pm

5 course meal  Only £9.95pp

47 Aylesbury Street
Fenny Stratford, Bletchley, Milton Keynes

Tel: 01908 376333 or 01908 376332
www.cafegangesfenny.com

Mon-Thurs 5.30pm - 11.00pm
Fri 5.30pm - 11.30pm

Sat and Sun 5.30pm - 11.30pm

Café Ganges wishes all its
customers a Merry
Christmas and a 

Happy New Year.
Please join us on Boxing Day for a Special

Buffet between 4.00pm and 10.30pm.

Only £5.95 per person
Child £3.50
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St Martins Church C of E
Aylesbury Street, Fenny Stratford, Bletchley

� Sunday 23rd December
Advent Mass 9.30am. Childrens Workshop

followed by Christingle & Crib Service at 4pm
� Christmas Eve

Readings & Carols from 11.30pm
Midnight Mass with blessing of the crib

12 midnight
� Christmas Day

Mass of the Holy Navity with carols at 10am
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