
Local football
STONY STRATFORD TOWN came out
on top following a 12 goal thriller in
the South Midlands division one meet-
ing with Winslow United.

The 7-5 win moved Stony back to fifth
place while Winslow United remain in a
lowly 16th.

BUCKINGHAM ATHLETIC slipped down to
tenth after losing 1-0 to Cheshunt reserves,
while NEW BRADWELL ST PETER beat
Bedford 2-0 to go sixth.

In division two OLD BRADWELL UNITED
were hammered 6-0 by Tring Corinthians
and stay second from bottom, MURSLEY
UNITED also lost 4-1 to Crawley Green.

NEWPORT PAGNELL TOWN picked up a
much needed 3-1 win over bottom side
AFC Kempston Rovers to move into 16th
place in the United Counties premier
division.

In division one OLNEY TOWN beat
Rothwell Corinthians and are now in sixth
place.

Local rugby
MILTON Keynes dumped Bletchley out of
the Bucks Cup with a narrow 20-18 win in
the semi-final.

A division higher than their opposition,
Bletchley were expected to win the game
but MK made them pay for early mistakes.

Daniel Walker collected a miss-kick by
the Bletchley fly-half and ran up field
before offloading to scrum half Dafydd
Bretherton who scored in the corner for a
5-0 lead.

Again Walker found space to play his
hand in winger Daniel Pearson’s try which
doubled MK’s advantage.

An excellent run by Cuan MacKenzie
helped Bletchley in the reply as the
winger’s darting break saw the ball
exchange hands before prop Tom Hannell
dived over the line. Phil Harman’s touchline
conversion pulled the score to 10-7.

Abel Ripine then breached MK’s line to
give Bletchley a slim lead, for the first time,
at half-time.

Ten minutes after the restart MK regained
the lead with a successful penalty from
Andrew White, but Bletchley were back in
front two minutes later through Harman’s
drop goal.

Harman extended the lead further with
another Bletchley penalty.

A scrum five metres out gave MK the
opportunity to get back on level terms, and
David Matthews grabbed it with both hands
as he bundled over the line.

With the score at 18-18 White remained
calm to slot in the winning conversion.
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MK Lightning finished their league
season with two defeats but now
have the Knockout Cup final and
play-offs to concentrate on.

Last night Lightning were battling it
out in the first leg of the Knockout
cup final with Peterborough
Phantoms and tomorrow the winner
will be decided at Planet Ice.

Lightning will also start their play-
off campaign this weekend. They
have been drawn in a tough, but
winnable group where they will face
Slough Jets, Swindon Wildcats and
Bracknell Bees.

A mixed record against the English
Premier League trio has set up an
exciting competition.

Two wins, one in overtime and two
defeats to Bracknell in the league this
year would hint it is tough to separate
the sides, but Lightning do have the

better record in their cup meetings
with two victories and one defeat.

Slough Jets, who finished second in
the EPL, will be Lightning’s toughest
opposition. They have won all four of
the league meetings this year.

Two of Lightning’s losses to the Jets
have come in penalty shoot-outs. 

And that was exactly how their
penultimate league game ended,
with a penalty defeat to the Jets.

Steve Moria broke the deadlock on
the 21st minute to give the Jets a goal
advantage. Ales Parez pulled
Lightning back level in the third peri-
od, but the scores remained tied and
the game went into overtime before
going to penalties with Moria netting
the winner.

Next day Lightning squandered a
two goal lead as they lost 5-3 to
Guildford Flames.

Chris McEwen and Toni Alasaarela
fired Lightning ahead but Guildford
quickly pulled three back to lead at
the break. 

Another goal eight minutes into the
second period stretched Guildford’s
lead to 4-2 before Matt Towalski
grabbed one back.

Lightning almost kept the deficit to
two until Guildford stuck again nine
seconds from time.

The two defeats ensured Lightning
finished sixth in the EPL and were
given the tough play-off group.

� TOMORROW Lightning host the
second-leg of their Knockout Cup
final against Peterborough, face-off is
at 7.45pm.

On Saturday they travel to Slough,
face-off is at 7.45pm, the return leg is
on Sunday, face-off at 6pm.

WITH the basketball season draw-
ing to a close Lions coach Vince
Macauley is keen to make sure they
end on a high.

The Lions, currently in fourth
place, have eight games left to build
on their position in the league. 

There was no rest for the wicked as
the Lions continued to train in
preparation of their clash with
London Capital, despite having a fix-
ture-free weekend.

“This season we made fitness one
of our main priorities, which we
haven’t done in the past, and I think

you can see the difference,” said
Macauley.

“It’s been difficult trying to get
some of the older players to adapt to
new methods, because they’ve been
stuck in their ways for years. But
once they’ve changed a few things
and saw the rewards they gradually
expected certain aspects of training
needed to be tweaked.”

At the start of the campaign
Macauley sat down with the players
and gave them all goals to achieve by
the end of the year.

The list was then blown up and

pinned in the dressing room before
every game and laying down the tar-
gets seems to have worked so far.

“It’s been our most successful sea-
son already,” Macualey added, “but
we can’t let our form in the league
dip because we want to finish as
strongly as we started. 

“Staying in the top four would be
great, but ideally if we’re going to
push ourselves top two would be the
target. A home advantage in the
play-offs would be extremely impor-
tant, it’s something we’ve never had
before.”

Lions have their best ever win-loss
ratio with 16-9, and Macauley is des-
perate to keep the defeats at a single
figure, again something Lions have
never done before.
� ON Friday the Lions play host to
London Capital. Tip-off is at 7.30pm.
� THE Lions have changed a num-
ber of their upcoming fixtures.

They travel to Scottish Rocks on
Wednesday, March 26. Tip-off
7.30pm. The trip to Everton Tigers is
on Wednesday, April 9. Tip-off  8pm,
then Plymouth Raiders on
Wednesday, April 19. Tip-off 7.30pm.

Lions are looking for top two spot

It’s a knockout for Lightning

LEWIS Hamilton may have had a
dream start to the new Formula One
season but it was a nightmare for
Red Bull Racing.

Drivers David Coulthard and Mark
Webber both crashed out in an
action-packed race which saw just
seven cars cross the finish line.

Webber had a home Grand Prix to
forget after issues with his brakes
marred qualifying, leaving him back
in 15th place on the grid.

And the race itself never got any bet-
ter for the Australian as Anthony
Davidson’s Super Aguti car hit
Webber on turn three which dam-
aged the rear suspension.

Webber was forced to withdraw.
Davidson, Jenson Button, Giancarlo

Fisichella and Sebastian Vettel were
also victims of a dramatic opening lap.

Despite the disappointment
Webber was in an optimistic mood,
looking forward to the next race.

“It hasn’t been a good Australian
Grand Prix weekend for me,” he
added, “I’m looking forward to get-
ting up to Kuala Lumpur for next
weekend’s Malaysian Grand Prix and
starting my season’s campaign there.

“We weren’t phenomenal guys
before this race and we are not stupid

after it, so we really need to analyse in
all the details what has happened.

“And on the other hand we need to
understand if we have the time to fix
the problems that we had.”

In the middle of all the mayhem
Webber’s team mate Coulthard had
slipped from eighth to tenth. 

With cars dropping like flies the
Scotsman could have mounted a
challenge for the first points in the
season.

That was until Felipe Massa tried
to overtake Coulthard at turn one
on lap 25 and collided with the Red

Bull car. The shunt destroyed
Coulthard’s rear right tyre and left
his front left hanging on by a thread. 

The veteran racer struggled to
contain his anger, after crashing out
on the opening day for two years
running, as he turned ITV’s cover-
age blue by swearing live on TV.

A furious Coulthard called for
Massa to apologise for running his
race, he said: “Obviously Felipe is in
a quicker car with a bit more top
speed. But you’ve got to pass some-
one, you can’t just ram into the side
of them,” Coulthard said.

“I know I screwed up in the same
way with Alex (Wurtz) last year and
I took full responsibility for it and I
would expect Felipe to do the
same.”

But Massa shifted the blame back
on to Coulthard.

“He didn’t see me. Next time ask
him to watch in the mirrors because
I was completely inside. I’m defi-
nitely not going to speak to him.”
The Brazilian said.

Red Bull will be hoping to have a
better run out ths weekend at the
Malaysian Grand Prix.

Crash, bang, wallop
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Ales Parez battles with former
Lightning player Steve Moria during
Saturday’s match with Slough Jets 
Picture: Jez Tibbetts

Mark Webber, Takuma Sato (Super Aguri)
and Nelson Piquet Jr (Renault) 

David Coulthard and Sebastian Vettel (Scuderia Toro Rosso) 

Red Bull’s
Coulthard
and Webber
both miss
out in 
F1 season’s
Oz opener
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