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AS I said in my column last
week, the game at Brentford
was always going to be a
tough match and that was
the way it turned out but it
was great to get our first
away win of the season.

But if there was one thing
about the game that disap-
pointed me it was the
Brentford fans shouting for
the head of Terry Butcher.

It always saddens me when
a manager is being called to
be sacked, and when you
look at the results they have
had and being sat in mid-
table, it just shows that some
fans don’t give managers
enough time these days.

It’s often the case that the
next win is right around the
corner but they might never
get the chance to see it.

To the game itself, after a
good start we opened the
scoring with that man again,
Keith Andrews.

At the moment, in my opin-
ion, he is one of the best play-
ers outside of the
Championship and his form
is testament to that. Six goals
in six games is frightening for
a midfielder and long may it
continue.

But on the other side of the
coin there was a fantastic
performance from our back
four and goalkeeper.

No disrespect to the players
that have played there
before, but the partnership of
Sean O’Hanlon and Danny
Swailes looks a solid unit and
it looks as though they have
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been playing together for
years.

Saturday was also a League
Two debut for Bally Smart,
who I thought acquitted
himself exceptionally well for
an 18-year-old lad. He was
only on the pitch for ten
minutes but he wreaked
havoc and really seemed to
enjoy his time out there so
fair play to him.

Once again it was nice to
see a different goalscorer
and, as I have said before,
having a number of different
scorers relieves the pressure
on the strike force.

Just to finish off, I’d like to
say a big thank you to the
Gaffer for letting me get away
for a week so I won’t be see-
ing you on Saturday, I’ll be on
a crocodile-shaped lilo some-
where! But don’t worry, the
Gaffer and Russ have got me
on a heart rate monitor so I
won’t be getting out of any
work!

So let’s hope the last two
wins are the start of a run
that will continue on
Saturday against Darlington,
who have had a mightily
impressive start.

We’ll have to be at our best
to keep our strong home
form going.

See you when I get back.
MITCH

PAUL
MITCHELL

MKODONS

RUGBY

ICE HOCKEY

MOTOR RACING

MARK Webber celebrated his 100th Grand
Prix start by claiming two championship
points at the Belgian meeting, but it was
another bad weekend for his team mate
David Coulthard who was forced to retire
with hydraulic problems.

Following a strong race Webber has
moved up to eleventh place in the driver’s
Championship with ten points to his name
and is now just three points away from
breaking into the top ten.

It was an impressive weekend behind the
wheel for Webber, and having qualified in
seventh place, the Aussie driver held off
intense pressure from Jarno Trulli to clinch
the points. Speaking after the race Webber
said: “It’s very good for us to get points today,
it’s not always easy for us these days and it
was great to beat the other Renault team fair
and square. It was an enjoyable race.”

But it was not so enjoyable for Coulthard
as he failed to finish for the second succes-
sive time.

The Scotsman’s retirement was a blow to
the Red Bull team and spectators watching
after an intriguing four-way battle between
Coulthard, Robert Kubica, Jenson Button
and Adrian Sutil who were all trying to
break away from the middle of the pack.

Unfortunately for Coulthard his RB3 will

still not shake off the reliability issues that
have plagued the Red Bull season and he
was forced to retire on the 32nd lap as the
hydraulic issues began to affect the cars
power steering.

A disappointed Coulthard said: “The car
wasn’t too good when exiting the corners,
or braking into the chicane and the hairpin,
in fact there were a lot of problems which
aren’t usual for this car, so we need to try
and understand what went wrong.”

BOTH Webber and Coulthard will be
among several celebrity and sports stars
who will attend former driver and F1 com-
mentater Martin Brundle’s charity dinner

at MK’s Daytona. The event will feature a
2.5 hour team race in Daytona’s hi-spec
pro-karts, a celebrity captain will join up
with teams of four, and will join guests for
dinner afterwards.

The event is being organised by Martin
Brundle to support his favourite charity;
SPARKS (SPorts Aiding medical Research
for KidS) which aids research into kid’s dis-
eases. 

The complete race-dining package costs
£1700 plus VAT per team of four (includes 8
places for dinner). The event will take place
on Saturday, October 13, for more informa-
tion call 0845 644 5503 or visit

www.daytona.co.uk

Local sides enjoy success as season settles in

MK Lightning got off to the best possible
start in their EPL Cup campaign with
wins against Guildford Flames and
Chelmsford Chieftains.

First up was Guildford, a team that is
largely expected to be challenging for sil-
verware this season, and a bright start for
Lightning saw them dominate proceed-
ings.

Gary Clarke scored all four of
Lightning’s goals in the game, his first
came in the opening period and the team
had plenty of chances to increase their
lead.

But the second period was a lot closer
between the sides, the Flames pulled two
goals back through Nick Cross and Lukas
Smital, only for Clarke to keep Lightning
one goal ahead with two more of his own.

Both sides went all out in the final peri-
od, and Lightning netminder Barry
Hollyhead made key saves before Clarke
added the final goal in the dying seconds
of the game to seal the 4-2 victory.

Sunday’s match against Chelmsford,

who strengthened their side over the
summer, proved to be the tougher tie of
the weekend for Lightning.

It was a slow start to the game as they
found themselves 2-1 down at the end of
the first period.

Yet Nick Poole’s side plugged away in
the second and began to take control of
the game as they found the net three
times to take a 4-3 lead into the final
period.

Once again it was a last-minute goal
that secured the win for Lightning, but
this time it was Poole, Alez Parez and Toni
Alasaarela who were the goalscorers of
the evening.

Having beaten both teams, Lightning
are sitting at the top of their group.

� THIS weekend Lightning start their
league campaign, they are at home to
Sheffield Scimitars on Saturday, face-off
is at 7pm.
And away to Bracknell Bees on Sunday,
face-off is at 6pm.

Webber’s centenary hit

Gary Clarke: Four goals in the one game

Lightning in pole position after cup-tie double 

Keith Andrews slides in the for the Dons’ (and his) second goal       

Jude Stirling turns away from Brentford keeper Ben Hamer             

LOCAL FOOTBALL
IN division one of the South Midlands
league, NEW BRADWELL ST PETER were
held to a 3-3 draw with Kentish Town
while WINLOW UNITED lost 5-3 to Haringey
Borough.

BUCKINGHAM ATHLETIC also lost their
game against Royston Town 1-0.

But MURSLEY TOWN beat Caddington 2-1
in division two.

In the United Counties League Premier
Division NEWPORT PAGNELL TOWN lost
their midweek game against St Ives Town
2-1, and lost by the same scoreline to

Stewarts and Lloyds Corby at the weekend.
OLNEY TOWN won their division one clash

with Burton Park Wanderes 4-1.

Basketball
THE Lions beat London Leopards 122-64 in
their final pre-season match.

They start their BBL campaign this Friday
away to London Capital, tip-off is at 7.30pm.

The club are also holding trials for a ladies
basketball side. If you are interested head
down to Lean School and Sports College for
8pm and join in the free session.

Should numbers be good they will enter the

ladies team in the Northants Basketball
League.

BLETCHLEY Lions were back in action last
Tuesday and every Tuesday from now on and
Marshall MK Lions players, Terrell Brown and
Shawn Jamison will take charge of various
sessions.

Youngsters have access to two basketball
courts for two hours as they hone their skills
under expert guidance. To join or for infor-
mation just head down to the Bletchley
Leisure Centre at 5.30pm any Tuesday – the
first session is free.

MKSPORTSSHORTS

SOUTHERN COUNTIES NORTH 
AN impressive performance from Milton
Keynes saw them record their first victory of
the season as they beat Newbury Stags 24-0.

With the scores even at half-time MK
stepped up a notch in the second half and ran
in four tries with Dean Pearson, Eddie Slater,
Mads Jensen and Timothy Parkinson all
touching down.

Mike Dean added two conversions to seal
the win and push MK up to third place.

OLNEY moved up to the top of the table
following their impressive 37-5 win over
Slough.

Both forwards and the backs got their
names on the scoresheet to help make it
two wins in two games for Olney.

Tom Stanton and Steve Harrison capped
off their hard work in the game with a try
each, while Ben Pry, Tanae Peakman, Rhys
Peakman and James Hannah also crossed
the line.

WEST TWO EAST DIVISION
NEW boys Bletchley put last week’s 56-0
thrashing by Walcot behind them to beat
Henley Wanderers 24-18.

Giant lock Adam Dempsey and Chris
Goodman crashed over the line to leave the
score 13-12 in favour of Henley at the break.
Chris Coussell and Tim Stobbs then added
Bletchley tries after the break and Richard
Tonkin slotted two conversion to turn around
the half-time deficit.

Mark
Webber on
his way to
collecting
two points
in Sunday’s
Belgian
Grand Prix


