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Local football
STONY STRATFORD TOWN moved to the top
South Midlands division one following a
thumping 4-0 win over Brache Sparta. Stony
are level on points at the top with Kentish
Town but do hold two games in hand.

WINSLOW UNITED lost 3-1 to Ampthill Town
and remain at the bottom of the table while
NEW BRADWELL ST PETER slipped to sixth
after a goalless draw with Amersham Town.

CRANFIELD UNITED lost 3-1 to Bedford and
are now third from bottom.

In the United Counties premier league

NEWPORT PAGNELL lost 1-0 to Potton United
and are now in 15th place.

In division one OLNEY TOWN drew 1-1 with
Irchester United.

Pickering has the runs
CRAIG Pickering’s dreams of reaching the
World Indoor Championship have been dealt
a huge blow after being forced to withdraw
from the Birmingham Grand Prix.

The Milton Keynes sprinter was set to take
part in the Norwich Union meeting last week-
end but pulled out last-minute with illness.

Pickering’s coach, Malcolm Arnold, said:

“The doctor believes Craig has picked up a
virus and is suffering from diarrhoea.

“It could also be a bout of food poisoning.
He has been told to take a total rest. Now we
have to hope that Craig is fit enough to run in
Paris on Friday.”

With Dwain Chambers already selected to
represent Great Britain in the 60 metres in
Valencia next month there is only one more
spot up for grab.

Pickering was sat on the sidelines as his
rival Simeon Williamson took his chance to
impress sectors running a personal best in a
photo-finish second-place at Sheffield.

MKSPORTSSHORTS

RUGBY ROUND-UP

ICE HOCKEY

BASKETBALL

MK Dons have a chance of
going to Wembley this year if
Paul Ince’s team can beat
Swansea over two-legs in the
Johnstone’s Paint Trophy area
semi-final.

Johnstone’s, sponsor of the
Johnstone’s Paint Trophy, are
giving fans the chance to win a
pair of tickets to watch their
local team in action.

Now, MK NEWS have teamed
up with your local Johnstone’s
Decorating Centre to give you
an opportunity to cheer on the
Dons in the all important sec-
ond leg on Monday, February
26.

Johnstone’s signed a three-
year deal with The Football
League in May 2006 to sponsor
the trophy. The deal is the
biggest in the trophy’s 23-year

history.
Johnstone’s has over 170 dec-

orating centres throughout the
UK and Ireland offering profes-
sional advice and service as
well as market leading quality
and value. They stock a wide
range of trade quality paints
available in over 15 000 colours
and are open to both profes-
sional trade and the general
public.  Johnstone’s UK head-
quarters are in Birstall, West
Yorkshire, where the firm
employs over 1,000 people
bringing colour to the homes of
millions of football fans.

COMPETITION

HOW TO ENTER

TO be in with a chance of win-
ning one of the 10 pairs avail-
able, all you have to do is cor-
rectly answer the following
question: Who is the MK Dons
manager?

a) Paul Ince b) Paul Merson c)
Paul Robinson

Send your answer, along with

your name, address and daytime
phone number to MKNEWS, 1
Diamond Court, Fox Milne, Mil-
ton Keynes, Bucks, MK15 0DU,
or email competitions@mk-
news.co.uk

First correct entries drawn win.
The editor’s decision is final.
Closing date is February 22.

Win Dons tickets

MK Lightning fell further behind in the
English Premier League title chase after
losing 5-1 to Guildford Flames.

In a crucial meeting Guildford made
sure they took advantage of a poor Light-
ning showing to move into joint first place
with Bracknell Bees and five points clear
of MK.

A dip in form has led to Lightning losing
their last three games with two of those
coming at home rink Planet Ice.

While Lightning continue to ice without
Michael Wales (wrist) they were boasted
by the return of Gary Clarke who has been
on international duty with Great Britain.

But not even Clarke’s reappearance
could inspire Lightning to a much needed
win as they fell three goals down with 14
minutes.

Ill discipline was to blame as Guildford
capitalised on power play opportunities
with David Savage firing in the first four
minutes in before Jozef Kohut and Rick
Plant extended the visitors’ advantage.

The Lightning side were a shadow of the
team that beat Guildford 7-0 in the cup
back in October. In fact MK had only lost
one of their five meetings this season
prior to the weekends’ game.

Two strikes from Milos Melicherik,
including a short handed goal, effectively
ended any chance of Lightning fighting
back it was more a case of shutting shop
to stop Guildford extending their lead.

When Toni Alasaarela hit Lightning’s one
and only goal nine minutes from time it
was all a little too late and counted for
nothing more than a consolation for Nick
Poole’s battered side.

With eight league games remaining
Lightning face an uphill struggle if they

are to mount a real challenge for the
domestic championship.
� LIGHTNING travel to Swindon on Sat-
urday for a 5.45pm face-off and on Sun-
day they travel to Slough for their second
away fixture of the weekend. Face-off is at
6.30pm.

MILTON Keynes edge a win in a hard
fought contest against Witney to stay
third place in the Southern Counties
league.

The first try came after Phil Powell
chose to kick for the corner and when
Steve Christie won the resulting line out
the ball was secured by the forwards and
driven over the Witney line with Kieran
McConnell emerging as the try scorer.

Witney’s response was instant with two
penalties coming either side of MK’s
Andrew White being shown a yellow card
from tripping.

And Witney made their one man advan-

tage count when their pack pressurised
MK five metres from the line and 

bundled over for a converted try.
In an error prone game Witney’s open

side flanker was penalised for trying to
slow MK’s ball at the break down, so Pow-
ell was able to pull three back.

And minutes before half-time another
MK penalty allowed Powell to kick them
13-11 ahead, which remained the score
throughout the second half despite both
teams showing good movement.
LEAGUE leaders Olney slipped to only
their second defeat of the season when
they travelled to Wallingford.

Wallingford, unbeaten at home since
November 2005, went in front after five
minutes with Richard Turner collecting a
neat kick before diving over. 

Olney captain David Smith gathered
from a line out to get them on the score
sheet, but second row Paul Lewis put
Wallingford back in the lead on the 20th
minute. Two penalties from the home
side’s fly-half stretched their lead to 16-7
at half-time.

Olney were able to narrow the deficit to
16-12 when Sutton collected after a
charged down kick, but were unable to
snatch a late win.

MK LIONS 81 
New 23, Brown/Williams 15
GUILDFORD HEAT 87
Dorsey 28, Harrison 17, Martin 15

MK Lions were sent crashing down the
BBL table after a heartbreaking last
minute defeat to Guildford Heat.

It could have been so different for the
Lions, who before the match were looking
to consolidate their second place with a
win, as they carried leads throughout the
match but could not hold on when it mat-
tered.

While the Lions beat Guildford in the
BBL Cup back in December, they failed to
take any points from the Heat in their
three league meetings this season.

Before the meeting Lions coach had
urged his side to return to winning ways
after losing ground on league leaders
Newcastle Eagles.

Heat were first on the scoreboard when

Michael Martin netted early but it was the
Lions who were looking dominant with
Kevin Griffin and Mike New leading the
way in a 10-0 burst.

The visitors were able to keep up tying
the match six minutes into the first quar-
ter yet New scored twice before Tony
Windless grabbed his first score of the
evening to give the Lions a 23-19 advan-
tage.

Five unanswered points from Yorick
Williams added with points from New,
Peter Heizer and Robert Youngblood
helped MK build a strong lead

But once again Heat hit back with a run
of ten points to the Lions’ one pulling the
half-time score to 42-37 to the home side.

The second half saw the Heat claw their
way back into the game with EJ Harrison
inspiring 12 points without reply shortly
after Terrell Brown had hit back to back
three pointers for the Lions.

Brown and Williams then combined

with triples but it was missed free throws
that cost the Lions as their lead was
slashed to just two points heading into
the final quarter.

Scores were exchanged throughout the
final ten minutes and it was the Lions
who were holding a slender advantage,
79-73, with a minute remaining on the
clock.

However, Heat broke the game open by
adding seven to the scoreboard to give
them a one point lead, another twist was
to come as New reclaimed the lead for the
Lions.

But a three pointer from Ajou Deng put
Guildford ahead once again and while the
Lions desperately try to steal a late win,
the result was secured when Heat scored
from the foul line.
� LIONS travel to Leicester Riders on Sat-
urday with tip-off at 7.30pm. At Bletchley
Leisure Centre on Sunday they host
Sheffield Sharks. Tip-off is at 4pm

Shot down in Flames

Heat on as Lions fail to hold leads
LLoyd Dyer tries to evade a tackle from Marcos Painter
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