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Webber stays
MARK Webber has dismissed rumours that
Fernando Alonso may force him out of the
Red Bull F1 team.

The Milton Keynes racing outfit have been
linked to the former world champion follow-
ing his split with McLaren last month.

But the Aussie driver, who has already
signed up to Red Bull for another year,
insisted his immediate future is with the
team alongside David Coulthard.

“I’ll be driving at Red Bull next year,” Web-
ber insisted. “It will be nice to be in the hunt

next year, and if we can start the season the
way we finished it we will be doing well.

“Personally I was very happy with how I
drove and even though it didn’t reflect on the
scoreboard, I was pleased with the progress
our team made this year.”

Local football
STONY STRATFORD ran riot in the South
Midlands league one with a 5-1 win over
Cranfield University, while NEW BRADWELL
ST PETER were thrashed 6-0 by Kentish
Town.

On Saturday BUCKINGHAM ATHLETIC drew

1-1 with Sun Postal Sports.
MURSLEY UNITED found their fire power in

division two with a 5-2 win at Totternhoe.
NEWPORT PAGNELL had a good week in

the United Counties with a 3-1 win over St
Ives Town midweek and a 1-1 draw away to
Deeping Rangers at the weekend.

In division one OLNEY TOWN beat Eynes-
bury Rovers 4-1.

Go racing free
TOWCESTER Races takes place this Sunday
with the first race set to start at 12.10pm.
Entrance is free.

MKSPORTSSHORTS

LOCAL RUGBY ROUND-UP

ICE HOCKEY

BASKETBALL

MK LIGHTNING paid a harsh
price for losing only their
third league game of the sea-
son as they slipped down to
fourth place in English Pre-
mier League table.

After setting an early pace
Lightning are now being faced
with the backlash of teams
who are slowly finding form
themselves.

But following defeat to
Guildford Flames, who are
now up to second place, Light-
ning had their spirits uplifted
with a win over Romford
Raiders in the Knock-out Cup.

On Saturday Lightning trav-
elled to the Flames with a
good record against them this
year having beaten them three
times in cup competitions.

However, they were caught
off guard by Guilford’s fast
start and Rob Lamey put the
Flames a goal in front after ten

minutes to give them the edge
at the break.

Lightning were a much
brighter side in the second as
they forced Guildford to
defend some intensive pres-
sure, but they were not getting
the luck they deserved and
found themselves two goals
down going into the final
period after Milos Melicherik
doubled his side’s lead.

Taras Foremsky then chose
to score his first goal for the

Flames three minutes into the
third period to give them a
three goal advantage but
Lightning were quick to hit
back.

It was Gary Clarke who final ly
found Lightning’s way through
to goal two minutes later with a
little bit of help from Adam
Carr and Toni Alasaarela.

With eight minutes remain
Adam Radmall narrowed the
Flames’ lead when Clarke
played him through on a
power play.

Just as it looked like Light-
ning could form the comeback
Foremsky notched up his sec-
ond to ensure the Flames took
the points.

MK were able to bounce
back from the loss with the
important cup win over
Wightlink the following day.

Mikko Skinnari gave Light-
ning the perfect start as they

took advantage of a power
play to take the lead eight
minutes in, Alasaarela then
joined in to put the side 2-0 up
at the break.

Lightning continued to dom-
inate proceedings with Matt
Towalski adding the third a
minute into the second period
before Ross Bowers struck 12
minutes later.

The Raiders hit back through
Shaun Wallis on 34 minutes
although Lightning were still
in full control.

A disputed second from
Andrius Kaminskas pulled the
Lightning’s advantage back to
two but5 Kurt Irvine rounded
off the scoring to give MK a 5-
2 win.
� LIGHTNING host Sheffield
this Saturday with face-off at
7pm and they travel to
Wightlink for Sunday for their
5.30pm face-off.

Early form deserts Lightning

ROUND three of the EDF
Senior Vase ended in
heartache for MK as they lost
11 - 30 to the Old Centralians
and crashed out of the cup.

MK were put to the test from
the offset with the Centralians’
hard running centres trying to
open up gaps in their defence,
and after holding them out
following substantial pressure
MK shot themselves in the
foot by conceding two penal-
ties which put them 6-0 down.

MK responded with Andrew
White, on his debut, kicked a
penalty before winger Mads
Jensen scored in the corner to
give the side a two point lead.

The try seemed to inspire the
MK backs and Dan Walker
almost emulated his team
mate only to have his run
stopped ten metres from the
line by the Centralians fly-half,
but White converted a penalty
to give MK something from
their possession.

Stuart Tomkinson, coming
on as a blood replacement,
made an immediate impact in
the game for all the wrong rea-
sons. The number eight was
sent to the sin-bin after just
minutes on the pitch for
killing the ball and the Cen-
tralians took advantage scor-
ing a converted try under the
posts for the half-time lead.

The second half was much
the same with Old Centralians
running in their third try just

five minutes into the restart,
with their fourth coming
shortly after.

MK used their substitutions
wisely and were beginning to
look a better side for it but
when Andrew Poole broke
through field a lack of support
cost them a chance to post
points on the board.

The Old Centralians put the
final nail in the coffin minutes
from time with a final uncon-
verted try to knock MK out.

MK Lions 102 
New 22, Y Williams 17, Heizer 17
Birmingham Panthers 71 
L Williams 18, Rivers 15, Popoola
12

Leicester Riders 74 
Woodyard 19, McKnight 13,
Wellington 12
MK Lions 77 
Williams 18, New 18, Windless 14

SIX victories on the bounce
has put MK Lions level on
points at the top of the table.

A comprehensive win and a
stunning fightback pushes
Vince Macauley’s men joint
with Newcastle as both sides
have 18 points, although the
Eagles do have three games in
hand.

Birmingham Pathers were

on the wrong end of a storm-
ing Lions performance which
started with an early 11-3 and
continued in the same man-
ner throughout.

The Panthers managed to
claw their way back into the
first quarter narrowing the

deficit at the buzzer to five
points but it was in the second
when the Lions ran riot.

They turned an 11-0 run to
36-20 to put themselves in a
comfortable position at half
way and leave the Panthers
firmly on the back foot.

LaTaryl Williams tried to
inspire his side to fight their
way back into the game but
the Lions kept up their domi-
nance with another run of ten
unanswered points and a 21-0
start in the final stanza pre-
vented the Panthers from
gaining any momentum.

On Sunday Macauley’s side
made it six in a row with an
away win to Leicester Riders.

But they had their work cut
out for them as they were
forced to come from behind to

take the points  as a 15-4
opening to the match by Rid-
ers put the home side firmly in
command. The Lions trailed
by 28-16 and 46-33 at the end
of the first two quarters before
coming alive in the third.

Once Leicester had gone 50-
33 in front the Lions had back-
to-back-to-back three-point-
ers to spark 24-8 burst which
got them to within one at the
final break.

Runs of 7-0 and 6-0 in the
fourth quarter then handed
Lions the lead and despite a
late 6-0 burst by Riders a Peter
Heizer free throw sealed the
win for the visitors.
� THE Lions travel to Everton
Tigers on Friday for a 8pm tip-
off. On Sunday they travel to
London Capital 5pm tip-off.

ENGLAND Under-21s made an
impressive debut in Milton
Keynes with a 2-0 win over
Bulgaria to keep their UEFA
2009 Championship qualify-
ing campaign on the right
track.

The first international to be
held at stadiummk proved to
be a massive success with 20,
222 fans gathering at MK Dons’
home to be entertained by Stu-
art Pearce’s side.

They have now won all five of
their qualifiers without con-
ceding and are flying high at
the top of Group 3 with a place
in the championships on the
horizon.

Although the Young Lions
never looked like reaching third
gear in the first-half they took
the lead through Gabriel
Agbonlahor.

The highly rated Aston Villa
striker went missing a few
times during the game but he
was in the right place at the
right time to head home James
Milner’s cross four minutes
before the break.

Moments late Bulgaria could
have equalised when Nickolay

Dimitrov’s effort was cleared of
the line by England defenders.

While there was a hatful of
chances in the second half Eng-
land did not seal the win until
the 82nd minute when Theo
Walcott won his side a penalty.

Arsenal’s starlet and a firm
fans favourite in MK was
brought down by the Bulgarian
keeper Nikolay Mihaylov and
Milner stepped up to put the
ball beyond his reach.

Dons chairman Pete Winkel-
man will hope the glittering tie
is the first of many to take place
at the UEFA 4-star stadium.

Five-star action
as England U21s
see off Bulgaria

Theo Walcott bursts through the Bulgarian defence

Gabby Agbonlahor and Matt
Derbyshire celebrate Englands
first goal against Bulgaria U21s

Lions joint top after
six games unbeaten

Gary
Clarke

Picture Jezz
Tibbetts

BBL TABLE
P W L Pts

Newcastle Eagles 10 9 1 18
MK Lions 13 9 4 18
Plymouth Raiders 11 7 4 14
Sheffield Sharks 11 7 4 14
Guildford Heat 9 6 3 12
Scottish Rocks 12 6 6 12
Cheshire Jets 11 4 7 8
Leicester Riders 11 4 7 8
London Caapital 11 4 7 8
Birm Panthers 9 3 6 6
Everton Tigers 9 3 6 6
Worcester Wolves 11 2 9 4

EVERY good team is built on
solid foundations and the
team we have here at MK
Dons this season is no dif-
ferent.

I have talked in the past
about the different partner-
ships that have developed
throughout the season and
how this has made us a
strong unit.

What I haven’t touched on
is that first rock the man-
ager lies every week - Willy
Gueret.

Don’t get me wrong, I’m no
expert on the crazy art of
goalkeeping but I do know
that good ones are hard to
find. If you take a look back
at the great teams of the
past, one thing that stands
out is that they have all had
world class goalkeepers.
Manchester United had
Peter Schmeichel, Arsenal
had David Seaman, Chelsea
have Petr Cech.

What I think Willy has
done this season is bring a
calming and assured influ-

PAUL MITCHELL WRITES FOR YOU

ence to the back line, leav-
ing the defenders with total
faith in his ability and dom-
inance. This is priceless as
we have seen to our cost
over the years.

Also big credit has to go to
goalkeeping coach Paul
Heald who, as Willy would
agree, has brought the best
out of him so far.

To the game Saturday,
where once again we were
good in every aspect of our
play. The main thing was
that we walked away with a
big three points off one of
our biggest rivals so far.

A big well done has to go to
Jemal for getting his name
on the score sheet. I know
he has been champing at
the bit, but with the team
playing so well it’s hard to
change anything.

PAUL
MITCHELL
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