
MK DONS V WREXHAM 

MKODONS

Semi loss halts doubles stars
MK’s badminton stars Gail Emms and Nathan
Robertson had their title hopes in the
Malaysian Open ended in the semi-finals.

The England pairing lost a 65-minute final
against Koreans Lee Yong Dae and Lee Hyo
Jung 23-21, 16-21, 21-16.

In the quarter-finals in Kuala Lumpur  they
knocked out Kristof Hopp and Birgit Overzier
of Germany 21-14, 21-16

Now the England squad will head for Seoul
and next week’s Korean Open for the second
Super Series event before returning home to
prepare for the English Nationals in Manches-
ter in February.

Emms’ hopes of a second semi-final berth
ended when she and doubles partner Donna
Kellogg fell to China’s Gao Ling and Zhao
Tingting 21-14 21-7 in the women’s doubles
quarter-finals.

Local football
STONY STRATFORD TOWN made it through

to the last eight of the Berks and Bucks Inter-
mediate Cup with a 2-0 win over OLNEY
TOWN. Stony now face Binfield in round five,
the game will be played on Saturday, Febru-
ary 2, kick-off is at 1.30pm.

Meanwhile, NEWPORT PAGNELL TOWN had
their United Counties premier division match
with St Neots Town postponed.

MKSPORTSSHORTS

LOCAL RUGBY

ICE HOCKEY

BASKETBALL

LOOKING back at Saturday’s
game, I have to say that it
had a draw written all over
it. Both teams created little
and I think both managers
would have happily walked
away sharing the points.

At this time it seems like
the old MK Dons luck is
coming back to haunt us,
when I say luck I mean lack
of it. Over the past few
weeks we have seen the
weather get worse and the
pitches seem to be deterio-
rating quicker than an Eng-
lish Summer!

To be honest I think this
doesn’t help us one bit and I
know the Gaffer commented
on the state of Wrexham’s
pitch on Saturday. Having
spoken to their grounds-
man, I know for a fact that
they had 19 days of solid
rain and they hadn’t
touched the pitch since the
rain started. Everybody
knows by now that we try to
play the game the right way
but you also have to have
the means to do this. No dis-
respect to groundsmen and
managers throughout the
league but if they can gain
any advantage they will.

This is how highly
regarded we are in League
Two.

Now what we have to do is
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quickly adapt to these tac-
tics and make sure that in
each game we are more pre-
pared for the physical battle
rather than total football.

Fair play to Wrexham, they
had a game plan and they
stuck to it so you can’t really
take anything away from
them. I think we will just
have to get used to that style
of play, especially away
from home.

One thing I have learned
this year, having watched
the Gaffer and his staff
work, is that the defeat Sat-
urday would have cut him
deeper than anyone else.

He will definitely be
demanding much more
from our next two fixtures.
Both are against teams that
know the league inside and
out so we will have to take
our chances when they
come and really fly out of
the blocks to get the results
needed.

See you Saturday.
MITCH

PAUL
MITCHELL

MILTON Keynes stay fourth in the South-
ern Counties North division despite los-
ing to Swindon.

It was a forwards-based match up
between the sides as the weather condi-
tions played its part in the scrappy affair. 

When the ball was out in open play MK
looked lively and their backs were run-
ning good lines, but a lack of support
meant their moves were never finished.

Swindon were first to score when the
ball was secured by their forwards and
their well organized pack drove over for

an unconverted try. While the kick was
missed it did not take long for Swindon to
add to their advantage when they were
awarded a penalty in front of the posts
their fly-half quickly made it 8-0.

MK were also dealt a blow when scrum
half Daniel Pearson was forced to leave
the field through injury.

The restart was much more promising
for MK and it after ten minutes they were
on the score board. 

Phil Powell broke through the Swindon
defence and off-loaded to Mads Jensen

who had provided fantastic support. The
winger dived over for his eighth try of the
season, and narrowed the deficit to three
points.

But the fightback was ended when Pow-
ell was sin-binned in the final ten min-
utes for blocking and when Swindon
kicked a penalty to make the score 11-5,
there was no coming back for MK.

Olney’s game against Newbury and
Bletchley’s meeting with Salisbury in the
South West Two east division were both
postponed due to unplayable pitches.

He nose you know: Drissa Diallo sporting a bandage puts in a
pass during the second half against Wrexham on Saturday

MARSHALL MK LIONS 95
Brown, 33, Heizer 18, Windless 18 
LEICESTER RIDERS 63 
White 20, Vear 14, McKnight 10

PLYMOUTH RAIDERS 70 
Lasker 18, Martin 17, Moore 14
MARSHALL MK LIONS 67 
Brown 23, Williams 17, Griffin 7

THE Lions have their BBL Trophy fate in
their own hands.

At the start of the weekend the Lions
looked to be bowing out of the competi-
tion in the group stages as they slipped to
a narrow defeat at the hands of reigning
champions Plymouth Raiders. But
Cheshire Jets threw them a lifeline as they
beat Plymouth leaving the last semi-final
spot up for grabs.

The Raiders and Jets have a chance to
qualify but rely on other results to go
their way where as the formula is simple
for the Lions. Beat Leicester this weekend

and they will once again face Newcastle
Eagles but this time in the semi-finals,
lose to Leicester and they kiss goodbye to
their stab at a second trophy this season.

Following their triumph in the BBL Cup
the Lions paraded their silverware before
the match, while the Riders showed off
new signing Carlo White.

And White wasted no time in showing
the travelling support what they could
expect from him as he netted three times
to tie the score at 6-6 with three minutes
gone.

Terrell Brown led the way in a 13-0 burst
as he hit two three-pointers before Chad
McKnight encouraged a promising
response but the Lions were leading 28-
10 at the end of the first quarter.

The first six points of the second fell to
Tony Windless and after exchanging bas-
kets White then set the Riders off on a 12-
0 run but Vince Macauley’s side still held
a 50-36 advantage.

The Riders picked up in the third quar-
ter with Vear and Wellington putting the

points on the board but the Lions contin-
ued to do just enough to carry their lead
into the final stage.

It was a blistering end to the game as
Peter Heizer sealed seven points and
Brown hit four three-pointers before
Shawn Jamison and Liam Cort secured
the convincing score line.

On Saturday, the Lions continued where
they left off and held a lead over Ply-
mouth up to half-time.

Then Plymouth discovered some form
and were able to string a 10-5 run
together to tie the game at the end of the
third, setting up a nail biting final quarter.

When Anthony Martin grabbed the last
three points of the evening the Lions’ BBL
Trophy dreams looked shattered, but
luckily for them the Cheshire Jets got the
result needed to keep the Lions in with a
shout.

� THE must-win tie with Leicester Riders
takes place this Saturday. Tip-off at the
Gateway is at 7.30pm.

Semi spot up for grabs

WIGHTLINK felt a Lightning backlash as
MK hammered home nine unanswered
goals a day after being embarrassed at
Slough.

The eagerly anticipated clash with title
rivals Slough Jets did not live up to expec-
tations as MK failed to turn up.

Nicky Chinn and Kevin Philips had
Slough 2-0 up within four minutes as the
home side dominated play. While Ross
Bowers’ goal on the seventh minute gave
the travelling support some hope, it
turned out to be the solo Lightning strike.

And within a minute Chinn had his sec-
ond, restoring the two goal difference,
before Steve Moria took advantage of a
power play giving Slough a 4-1 lead.

It was much the same in the second as
the game was played around Lightning
and Zornan Kozic netted at the start and
end of the period.

Lightning, trailing by five, looked out of
sorts and appeared miles behind the Jets,
who rounded off the 7-1 whipping with
Moria’s second of the evening. 

But fans were in for a treat the next day
as Lightning side sent Wightlink packing
with their tails between their legs.

Having put the off colour performance
to the back of their minds Lightning ran
rampant throughout the sixty minutes.

Ross Bowers was on fine form, hitting
his first of five in the second minute, to
steer MK to an vital win.

Toni Alasaarela grabbed two while
Michael Wales, Gary Clarke and Adam
Carr completed the 9-0 victory.

Losing to the Jets must have hurt Light-

ning but had they lost two on the bounce,
their league position would have suf-
fered. As it turned out they kept their
third place and are eight points behind
leaders Guildford Heat.

The mixed weekend came just days
after Lightning had secured a one goal
advantage in the Knock-out Cup semi-
finals.

Bracknell Bees will visit Milton Keynes
tomorrow night knowing they need an
early goal to get back on even terms. 

Clarke had given Lightning a 1-0 lead at
the end of the first and Alasaarela struck
to double their lead before Michal Kanka
pulled one back.

A flurry of scores in the final period
eventually saw Lightning take the all
important 4-3 advantage.
� ON Thursday Lightning host Bracknell
in the cup, face-off is at 7.45pm. On Sat-
urday they travel to Swindon, face-off is
at 5.45pm. Then on Sunday they host
Telford in the league, face-off is at 6pm.

Lightning back after Slough slump

Michael Wales rounds Isle of White netminder to score                      Picture Jason Jackson
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