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EASTER time in the football cal-
endar can be one of the trickiest
times of the season. Playing two
matches so close together can
sometimes take its toll but, I
have to say, we have performed
brilliantly.

First of all there was Friday’s
top of the league encounter
where, in my opinion, the two
best footballing sides in League
Two went head to head.

It didn’t disappoint with both
teams really going for it, but a
draw was maybe a fair result. I
do feel though that overall we
shaded it on the night and
maybe could have won it at the
death.

The Peterborough game was
always going to be total football
but, without being disrespect-
ful, Accrington’s setup is a bit
more in your face. You have to
match them physically or you’re
in trouble.

The Gaffer made a couple of
changes to freshen things up
and, once again, the quality of
our squad shone through.

In the end there was only
going to be one winner as our
fitness levels really kicked in as
the game wore on.

It did seem for a while that the
ball just wouldn’t go in and fair
play to Accrington, they tried
everything to keep the score to
zero.

When you have a player in the
form of Mark Wright chomping
at the bit to come on, then you
have more than a great chance
to break a deadlock. How many
times have we seen him breeze
into the box unmarked and
calmly win games for us? Its a
skill that can’t be taught and
Wrighty does it fantastically
well.

Now that Easter is out of the
way and we have put ourselves
in a strong position in the
league, we can all now start to
really look forward to the small
matter of Wembley. I don’t think
I’ve ever seen so much excite-
ment generated by a football
match and it has the whole of
Milton Keynes rocking. I for one
cant wait for Sunday, to get
down there and cheer the boys
on as trips like Wembley don’t
come along too often.

Let me say this though, the
lads and Gaffer will only really
enjoy the day if we win! That’s
exactly what we intend to do, so
lets show everybody watching
just what a great club we are
and make it a day to remember.

See you on Sunday at Wemb-
ley.

Mitch
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Local football
WEATHER played its part over the Easter
weekend, preventing several local foot-
ball fixtures from taking place.

South Midlands division one was hit
badly with BUCKINGHAM ATHLETIC v
Haringey Borough, NEW BRADWELL ST
PETER v Sport London Benfica and

STONY STRATFORD TOWN v Amersham
Town all postponed.

WINLOW UNITED would have been
wishing their game had also been called
off as they lost 4-1 to Arlesey Athletic.

In division two MURSLEY UNITED drew
1-1 with Risborough Rangers and OLD
BRADWELL UNITED lost 5-1 to Pitstone

and Ivinghoe.
In the United Counties premier league

NEWPORT PAGNELL TOWN had mixed
results with a 1-0 win over Cogenhoe
United, and a 3-1 defeat at the hands of
Long Buckby.

OLNEY TOWN’S division one match
with Buckingham Town was postponed.

Poulter putterless
GOLFER Ian Poulter was forced to play
the final four holes of the C-CA Champi-
onship third round without a putter.

The Woburn based pro missed a 10-
foot putt at the 14th hole and dropped
his putter on the concrete cart path as
he walked to the next tee.

Poulter said he had not damaged the
putter in anger, but rules meant he was
deemed to have altered the characteris-
tics of the club.

If a club is damaged during play,
golfers can use a replacement but an
official ruled it was not and Poulter was
left to play on with a pitching wedge.

MKSPORTSSHORTS

MOTOR RACING BASKETBALL

ICE HOCKEY

LOSING a cup final and the opening
play-off games against Slough Jets in
the space of four days could have
ruined MK Lightning’s season.

A disappointing end to the English
Premier League, which saw Lightning
finish in sixth place, could have been
rescued as MK took a slender one goal
lead into the second leg of the Cup
final. 

But Peterborough Phantoms tore
them apart to win 6-3 on aggregate. 

There was hope on the horizon with
the play-off competition beginning at
the weekend, but double defeats at
the hands of Slough has given Light-
ning a very slim chance of reaching
the finals.

After losing 5-2 to the Jets on Satur-
day, Lightning played host on Sunday
and it was a return leg that was
marred by a pre-match incident
between Kurt Irvine and Paddy Ward
for which police were called to the
rink.

When the game did eventually get
started  there was no sign of Irvine
although Ward did make an appear-
ance later in the match.

Slough built a two goal lead within
the opening 90 seconds as Blaz Emer-
sic beat Barry Hollyhead after just 59
seconds and Nick Chinn doubled
their advantage just 24 seconds later.

In the second period Lightning
found their feet enabling them to pull

back on level terms through Ales
Parez and Ross Bowers.

Over time was needed to separate
the two sides as the scores were
locked at 2-2 but that came to an end
when Jan Krajicek scored the winning
goal on the 63rd minute.

With games against Swindon and

Bracknell to come Lightning will need
to pick up points if they are to have
any chance of reaching the the finals
in Coventry.
� LIGHTNING are at home to Swin-
don Wildcats this Saturday, face-off is
at 6.30pm. The return leg on Sunday,
face-off at 5.45pm.

Hello, hello, hello,
Lightning in trouble

Toni
Alasaarela
raises his
arms in
celebration
after Ross
Bowyers
nets for MK
Lightning
against
Slough
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MK LIONS 75
Williams 18, Brown 15, Youngblood 14

LONDON CAPITAL 74
Gariba/Perkins 19, Ataha 8

MK Lions produced a late rally to seal
a priceless win over London Capital.

Having come from behind the Lions
claimed two points with a narrow 75-
74 victory to keep their noses in front
in the race for fourth place in the BBL
Championship.

Early in the game, Capital had
opened an eight point lead in the
opening quarter at 15-23 off the back
of a 6-0 run. They increased their
advantage in the third period to twelve
points at 48-60 after an 8-0 burst
before the Lions came back at them in
the closing stages. 

A 10-0 burst for the Lions bought
them level at 67-67 in the final period. 

Capital immediately responded with
a 7-2 tear of their own to take the score
out to 69-74. 

Yorick Williams bagged a pair of free-
throws for the Lions, and that was fol-
lowed by a Greg Harvey basket to get
the Lions to within a point at 73-74. 

A steal from Terrell Brown and a foul
by Capital sent Brown to the foul-line
with four seconds remaining. 

Brown held his nerve to sink both
free throws to secure the victory for the
Lions. 

For a more detailed match report log
onto www.mk-news.co.uk
� THE Lions are on the road tonight
against the Scottish Rocks, tip-off is at
7.30pm. The match is live on Setanta
Sports 1.

No Capital gain
as Lions tax
Londoners
with late rally 

POINTS are in the bag for Red Bull
Racing.

In another action-packed Grand
Prix Mark Webber finished in eighth
place to collect Red Bull’s first points
of the season.

But it could have been an entirely
different story had the sports leading
body, the FIA, stopped the MK-based
racing outfit from taking part in the
race.

Red Bull had to present a detailed
technical report to race stewards on
Saturday following David Coulthard’s
crashing in practice the day before.

Coulthard’s RB4 car suffered sub-
stantial damage, including the sus-

pension giving way, after hitting a
kerb. 

Safety fears for the car were raised
and team boss Christian Horner pre-
sented the teams case in front of race
officials.

The team were cleared to take part
in the Malaysian Grand Prix but have
been told they will continue to be
closely monitored.

But Webber gave Red Bull plenty to
cheer about in the form of two con-
structor’s championship points.

The Australian, who qualified in
eighth place but was bumped up to
sixth when both McLaren cars were
handed five-place penalties, had

managed to hold off intense pressure
for Lewis Hamilton until he eventu-
ally had to surrender a place during a
pit-stop.

It did not get any easier for Webber
as two-times World Champion Fer-
nando Alonso pushed him right to
the end, with a gap of just 0.5 seconds
separating the pair, but Webber held
on for the points.

He said: “I’m pleased for everyone at
Red Bull to get two points, it’s been a
tough start to the year for us and it’s
great to get the car to the finish today.”

Coulthard managed to work his way
up ffrom 12th to cross the line in
ninth place.

Red Bull in the points
Mark Webber 
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