
FORMER Dons ‘keeper and Dons
World front man Matt Baker
steps into Paul Mitchell’s shoes
for one week only to write exclu-
sively for you.

AFTER all the shenanigans
at Stamford Bridge this
week I started to realise that
I had misunderstood the
ethos of football. You see, I
thought that the whole
point was to try and be
ahead of the team you’re
playing against after ninety
minutes. Apparently, in the
modern game, that just
doesn’t seem to be enough.

Chelsea may not have had
the flair of Arsenal or the
attacking dominance of
Manchester United but they
had a ruthless efficiency
that saw them do enough to
beat teams when things
weren’t always going to
plan. Despite all Roman’s
money, the success was cer-
tainly down to Jose Mour-
inho and his players. Thank-
fully all is rosy in the garden
at stadium:mk and Paul
Ince and his staff have man-
aged to, so far this season,
strike a good balance
between entertaining and
winning football. It may not
have been evident by a cou-
ple of errant early season
results but, since I have
come back to the club, I
have seen enough to con-
vince me that the team has
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enough to compete with the
best in this league.

Having watched with
interest the last four games,
they have all been very
entertaining, but also very
different performances.

A crazy two-minute spell
spoilt what was a superb
performance at Rochdale.
Notts County didn’t really
trouble a rampant Dons and
Brentford didn’t seem to
know how to handle a very
efficient and pacey  display.

Saturday’s victory over
table-toppers Darlington
showed a different side to
recent performances. A
gritty, patient and deter-
mined showing was
rewarded in dramatic style
by a magnificent Drissa
Diallo header. You don’t get
much more pulsating than
an 89th minute winner.

Morecambe may be the
newcomers to League Two
and Christie Park is an awk-
ward ground with a superb
atmosphere but I’m sure the
Dons will muster the
required performance.

Believe me, come 4.45pm,
a victory will be all that
matters.
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Ricky Hatton tickets available
GOOD news boxing fans, a handful of tickets
for An Evening With Ricky Hatton are still
available.

The current World Light Welterweight Cham-
pion will talk about his life in and out of the
ring, his rise to the top, his most famous vic-
tories and the upcoming tie against Floyd
Mayweather.

The evening, which will be supported by
comedian Tony Gerrard, will also include video
clips of his greatest fights and there will be
some surprise celebrity fans also attending to
pay tribute to the boxing great.

Hatton has been promoting his fight with

Mayweather which led to a change of date
and venue for the event, it will now take place
this Saturday at Northants County Cricket
Club from 7.30pm. Tickets £20 call 01933
441773 or go on line to www.loquendi.co.uk.

Thunder call for fans
MK Thunder are urging die-hard ice hockey
fans to go along to their weekend matches
and give them that extra bit of support.

Thunder, currently playing in Group A of the
ENIHL SOUTH, are third in the league having
won three of their five games.

They host Telford in the cup on Sunday,
October 7 at Planet Ice, face-off is at 6.30pm.

Tickets cost £5 for adults and £2.50 for
children/OAPs.

For more information go to www.mkthun-
der.com.
Local Football
IN division one of the South Midlands league
WINSLOW TOWN thrashed Bedford Town 7-1
while NEW BRADWELL ST PETER drew 2-2
with STONY STRATFORD TOWN.

MURSLEY UNITED lost 3-0 to AFC Dunstable
and OLD BRADWELL UNITED were also
handed a 4-0 defeat by Tring Corinthians in
division two.

IN United Counties division one OLNEY
TOWN drew 1-1 with Whitworths.
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Giant leap for mankind: Leon Knight gets up to win the ball 

LONDON CAPITAL  94
(Miller 47, Cadogan 16, Ataha 12)
MK LIONS 115 
(Williams 26, Windless 21, Jamison 14)

IT was a winning start in the British Bas-
ketball League for MK Lions as they
eased to a 115-94 victory over London
Capital.

The new boys of the league were given a
tough introduction as the Lions domi-
nated proceedings throughout and Capi-
tal struggled to keep up.

Veteran Shawn Jamision opened the
scoring for a quick out of the box Lions
side before Peter Heizer added points
from behind the arch to give Lions a 8-0
lead in the opening moments.

But with former England legend Steve
Bucknell as their coach, Capital were
always likely to grab their own points and

it was Wes Miller who got the ball rolling
as he netted the first 11 points for the
home side, yet the Lions were leading 30-
13 at the end of the first quarter.

On the restart Terrell Brown posted
more points and the Lions started to
build a commanding advantage, but it
was Capital’s Miller who stood out as he
kept his side 22 points behind at the half. 

Lions’ coach Vince Macaulay decided
half-time was the right point to introduce
new signing Yorick Williams which
proved to be a good move as he nailed 26
points in 19 minutes of action before
Kevin Griffin landed a three-pointer to
take the score to 64-94.

The final quarter saw both sides given
chances to add to their scores from the
free throw line, Mike New and Williams
netted all their chances and Peter Heizer
rounded off the Lions’ dominant display

with the last basket of the game.
Considering the inspirational Robert

Youngblood and Ronnie Baker both sat
out of the game, while Dru Spinks with-
drew with a tight hamstring after four
minutes, it was an impressive start to the
season for the Lions.

Macauley was happy to see his side
open with a win that takes them into
third place, he said: “We just needed to
win our first game whoever it was
against. 

“There were a lot of fouls and free
throws and this might have been the
longest game I have been involved in that
did not go to overtime.”

� The Lions will host Worcester Wolves
on Friday night at Bletchley Leisure Cen-
tre for their first home game this season.
Tip-off is at 7.30pm.

Lions’ new boy impresses

BLETCHLEY were left to rue missed
kicks as they narrowly lost 21-19 to
Chippenham in the West Two east Divi-
sion.

Early pressure from Bletchley saw top of
the table Chippenham concede several
penalties in the first half, but a few misses
meant Bletchley never fully extended
their lead.

But just before the break a winning line
out and a driving maul saw Bletchley
grabbed their first try of the game with
Tom Hannell emerging as the man with

the ball and they went in at half time with
an 11-3 lead.

At the restart Chippenham upped their
game and quickly pulled the scores even
before getting a converted try to edge
ahead in the game.

In reply prop Hannell scored an identi-
cal try to his first and Bletchley were
rewarded a last minute penalty to win the
game, but they missed out as the kick
sailed wide.
OLNEY claimed the bragging rights
from their Southern Counties North

local derby as they powered their way
passed Milton Keynes with a  22-3 win.

A strong defensive display from Olney
kept the scores even at 0-0 at the break,
but Olney dominated the second half by
running in four tries to take the game
away from MK.

The scoreline could have been heavier
with three missed penalties from Olney,
Mike Dean grabbed the only score for
MK.

Olney stay top while MK move to sixth
place in the table.

Missed kicks see Bletchley blow it

TWO battling matches saw MK Light-
ning get their league campaign off to a
winning start, but they left it late in their
game against Sheffield Scimitars to
secure the victory.

A slow starting Lightning side were pun-
ished early in their first game as Rob
Dowd squeezed the puck past net-min-
der Barry Hollyhead to give Sheffield the
lead in the opening minute.

Within a minute Ross Bowers paired up
well with Nick Poole to pull Lightning
level and the game continued at a frantic
pace as both teams exchanged goals but
it was Sheffield who were leading 3-2 at
the end of the first period.

Despite having plenty of power plays in
the second period Lightning were unable
to make an addition to the score.

It was the final period that had all the
drama as Sheffield extended their lead to
4-2 and it looked like there was no way
back for Lightning.

Yet the side kept up their chase with
Michael ‘Muzzy’ Wales grabbing two
goals to make honours even with five
minutes remaining and in the dying
moments Adam Radmall set up a swift
move to Poole who allowed Gary Clarke
to net the winner in a thrilling climax to
the game.

The second game did not provide the
same excitement despite it being against
defending champions Bracknell Bees.

Clarke opened the scoring for Lightning
with ten minutes on the clock following
early chances for both sides, despite the
Bees stepping up their game, Lightning
continued to lead at the break.

It took 35 minutes for the Bees to regis-
ter their only goal of the evening with a
missed pass being picked up by  Kanka
who fired his side back on level terms.

Again Lightning left it late to seal the
win this time Bowers scored from close
range to take the scores to 2-1 and were
left to defend their score for the final five
minutes to secure the win.

Seeing his side beat two strong oppo-
nents late in games impressed coach
Poole, he said: “Both games were real
tight affairs against very solid teams. Sat-
urday’s win was a real crowd pleaser and
to come from behind in the final 20 min-
utes to win 5-4 shows character.”

Lightning show character
Close call:
The bench
celebrates
Gary
Clarke’s
winner
with just
seven
seconds
left on the
clock 
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