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DOUBLE defeats have cost MK
Lightning heavily as they slipped to
fifth place in the English Premier
League.

The only bright note for Lightning
was results elsewhere allowed them
to progress through to the Knock-
out Cup semi-final where they will
meet Guildford Flames tonight.

Lightning have now lost five con-
secutive games and all hopes of
clinching the league title have now
died out. 

Both Swindon Wildcats and Slough
Jets fired six goals passed Lightning
at the weekend as they slumped to
two defeats on the road.

It took four minutes for Swindon to
take the lead as Matt Davies found
an opening for Robin Davison to
push into the net during a power
play.

Joel Petkoff added the second on
the eleventh minute before the
Wildcats played some sublime hock-
ey to set up Davision for the third at
the end of the first quarter.

Toni Alasaarela finally posted a
response from Lightning on the 24th
minute but it only came after Tomas
Janak had given Swindon a four goal
lead.

Gary Clarke, the league’s top British
scorer, reduced the deficit to two

which seemed to inspired Lightning in
the later stages of the second period.

And just 37 seconds after the break
Ales Parez took Lightning to within a
goal of their hosts, it led to them
pulling the net minder in favour of
an extra skater.

Unfortunately, for MK it was a
gamble that did not pay off as Jan
Vrtik Petkoff hit two more in the
closing stages.

On Sunday, it was much the same
for Lightning who trailed Slough Jets
by three goals within 22 minutes.
Again it was Clarke who replied for
MK but Jan Krajicek scored his sec-
ond of the evening with twenty sec-

onds remaining in the middle period.
A swift start in the third for

Lightning provided plenty of hope
which was helped by Parez netting
within the first minute.

Yet, Slough were able to dig deep to
hold off some pressure and put the
final nail in the coffin came with Les
Millie and Zoran Kozic scoring late
to win the match 6-2.

� MK Lightning travel to Guildford
in the cup tonight for an 8pm face-
off. On Saturday they host Romford
in the league, face-off is at 7pm with
the return leg taking place on
Sunday, face-off is at 5.15pm.

Lions fail to
keep home
fire burning

STARTS HERE

BLETCHLEY progressed through to the
Buckinghamshire County Cup semi-final
in emphatic style with a 72-0 win over
Amersham and Chiltern.

Winger Paul Sherriff ran in a hat-trick of
tries while Cuan MacKenzie (2), Abel
Ripine, Luci Nanci, Matt McClurg, Adam
Griffiths, Tim Stobbs, Jamie Parker and
Kevin Turnbull also crossed the line.

Fly-half Phil Harman kicked the remain-
ing 12 points.

Within minutes Bletchley had breached
the Amersham try line, with captain
Turnbull the man to opening the scoring.
From there on Bletchley always had the
upper hand, a 31 point lead at half-time
could have been more had Harman been
able to kick the conversions.

The second-half was even worse for
Amersham as they let slip a further 41
unanswered points to bow out of the com-
petition in humiliating circumstances.

The home side had plenty of chances to
post a score, albeit consolation points, but
the Amersham fly-half failed to convert the
penalties handed to them.

Bletchley will now meet Milton Keynes in
the semi-final on March, 15 at Field Lane,
Greenleys.

Local football
NEW BRADWELL ST PETER are fourth in
the South Midlands division one following a
2-0 win over Cranfield United while BUCK-
INGHAM ATHLETIC lost 4-0 to Hoddesdon
Town.

WINSLOW UNITED lost 2-0 to Kentish
Town and STONY STRATFORD TOWN fell to
fifth after losing 2-0 to Royston Town.

In division two Aston Clinton beat OLD
BRADWELL UNITED 4-1 and MURSLEY
UNITED lost 2-1 to Crawley Green.

NEWPORT PAGNELL TOWN returned to
winning ways in the United Counties pre-
mier division with a 2-0 victory over Yaxley,
and Daventry United beat Olney Town 3-2
in division one.

Racing certs
EXCITEMENT is building for the
Cheltenham Festival and Towcester
Racecourse will be revealing all the top
tips.

An all star panel of racing celebrities has
been lined up for a preview to the festival.

Matt Chapman (At the Races), Mark ‘The
Couch’ Winstanley (professional punter and
journalist), Andrew Mount (Racing Post
Columnist) and Gary Wiltshire (bookmaker
for Totesport) will be among the guests.

In addition - a live telephone link-up with
the biggest punter in the game and owner
of Denman, Harry Findlay and the king of
the betting ring Freddie Williams.

The panel will take guests through all
four days of the Cheltenham Festival cov-
ering all the major races and providing an
in depth analysis of the key horses to look
out for.

In addition - a live telephone link-up with
the biggest punter in the game and owner
of Denman, Harry Findlay and the king of
the betting ring Freddie Williams.

The panel will take guests through all
four days of the Cheltenham Festival cov-
ering all the major races and providing an
in depth analysis of the key horses to look
out for.

The event is being held in the new
Empress Stand at Towcester Racecourse,
on Thursday, March 6 and doors open at
7pm for a 7.30pm start.

Admission is £10 and space is limited, to
reserve your place on 01327 353414 or e-
mail: info@towcester-racecourse.co.uk.
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Double defeats see Lions slip to fifth

LEICESTER RIDERS 61 
McKnight 10, Jordan 9, White 9

MK LIONS 74 
Windless 17, Williams 15, Spinks 10

MK LIONS 66 
New 17, Youngblood 15, Heizer/Brown 11

SHEFFIELD SHARKS 83 
Chaney 17, White 14 A Virgil 12

A MUCH-NEEDED win away at
Leicester Riders kept MK Lions in
the final play-off spot in the British
Basketball League, but in the same
weekend they also surrendered two
points to their closest rivals
Scottish Rocks.

The Lions’ woeful home form con-
tinues as they failed to build on a
superb win on the road, instead
were condemned to their third suc-
cessive defeat at Bletchley Leisure
Centre.

The weekend started with a victory
inspired by club captain Tony
Windless. 

It was his first five points that got
the score sheet ticking over before
the Riders hit back-to-back baskets
in a closely fought first quarter. A
late run by Chad McKnight gave the
home side a 19-13 lead.

But the Lions took control of the
game in the second quarter with
Shawn Jamison adding seven points
in a 21-2 burst. 

Leicester found their range late as
McKnight and Joel Burns made a
three-pointer each, but they found
themselves trailing by 29-36.

Two three-pointers from Kevin
Griffin kept the Lions ahead as they
stretched the lead out to 31-51.

But the Riders were not prepared
to give up without a fight and hit
back with 11 unanswered points of
their own  and Burns hit a triple on
the buzzer to narrow the deficit to
47-56. 

Yet, the Riders could only find five
points in the final quarter and Yorick
Williams found the basket twice
from beyond the arc to secure victo-
ry for the Lions.

It could have been two wins on the
bounce but Sheffield Sharks found
their rhythm in the final quarter to
snatch victory from the jaws of
defeat.

In a tight opening half Robert
Youngblood had given the Lions the
edge but at half-time the teams were
tied at 41-41.

Both teams traded baskets
throughout the third period, and the
lead changed hands on numerous
occasions, but it was the Lions who
lead 57-56 going into the final stan-
za.  

But the Sharks broke the game
open and sealed the victory with a
17-0 run to close out the game at 66-
83.  

The Lions are now in fourth place,
level on points with fifth-placed
Sheffield, but do have a game in
hand.

� ON Friday the Lions travel to
Newcastle Eagles, tip-off is at
7.30pm.

Mike New rises high to shoot

ICE HOCKEY
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