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Local football
THE local football continued over the festive
period, with STONY STRATFORD TOWN cram-
ming in two fixtures.

They lost their first South Midlands league
one tie against Royston Town 3-2, and drew
1-1 with Arlesey Athletic.

NEW BRADWELL ST PETER has a better
week with a 4-0 win away to Brache Sparta,
while BUCKINGHAM ATHLETIC drew 3-3 with
Haringey Borough.

CANFIELD UNIVERSITY lost 1-0 to Bedford
Town Reserves.

In division two OLD BRADWELL UNITED lost
2-4 to Totternhoe and 3-1 to Pitstone and
Ivinghoe, meanwhile MURSLEY UNITED
slipped to a 2-1 defeat at the hands of the 61
FC.

NEWPORT PAGNELL TOWN had a bad week
in the United Counties premier division, losing
4-0 to Holbeach United and 2-1 to Long
Buckby.

In division one OLNEY TOWN beat Bug-
brooke St Michaels 2-1 and Buckingham
Town 2-0.

Lonely Olney
OLNEY were the only side in action on the
rugby front as they carried their form from the
league to Long Buckby.

They only just edged the victory with the
score line reading 19-11 in their favour but
had the Long Buckby’s fly-half been in form it
could have been a different story.

Six penalty kicks were failed to be con-
verted by Long Buckby, and with prop Ed
Bowden and Matthew Rawlins crossing the
line and Tim Hacker kicking the remaining
points Olney claimed the win.

MKSPORTSSHORTS

ICE HOCKEY

BASKETBALL

MK Lightning paid the price for their
week of busy fixtures losing two and
winning one.

Just before Christmas Lightning
snatched a victory at Wightlink Raiders,
but that was sandwiched between defeats
to Slough Jets and Guildford Flames.

The most dramatic game came on Sat-
urday when MK hosted the Jets and it
went all the way to overtime before the
visitors eventually claimed the points on
penalties.

Two power play moments in the first
period allowed Lightning to take a 2-0
lead through Toni Alasaarela and Greg
Randall after four minutes.

But Slough showed they were keen for a
battle as Blaz Emersic and Michael Bow-
man both squeezed the puck passed
goalie Barry Hollyhead within three min-
utes to pull the scores level.

Jamie Milton was set up by Jan Krajicek
to put Slough ahead for the first time in
the match, yet Ales Parez hit back to make
honours even going into the second
period.

It remained a tight game in the second
with the only goal coming courtesy of
Milton which set up a tense final period.

Steve Moria grabbed the Jets’ fourth
after Milton had claimed his hat-trick
four minutes into the period.

Once again the game was far from over
as Lightning struck back through Adam
Radmall and Randell to take it into over-
time.

But that is where the fightback ended
for MK as they slipped to defeat in penal-
ties.

On Sunday, Lightning looked like they
had run out of steam as they slipped 3-1
down in the first period, but it was a
wake-up call and Gary Clarke, Kurt Irvine
and Alasaarela managed to take the
scores level minutes into the third period.

The winning goal came from Alasaarela
five minutes later and they were able to
shut up shop to claim the two points.

Boxing Day dealt the second defeat in
five days as the Flames claimed a 4-3 win
to conclude the cup group round.

Lightning got on the board first with a
Nick Poole strike, but Lukas Smital
replied to even the score.  Adam Carr net-
ted to restore his side’s edge, but a David
Savage goal just 20 seconds later ensured
the lead would not last long and both
sides went to the first break on even
terms.  

The Flames took their first lead of the

afternoon when Vinny Zavoral scored his
first of two, but with fewer than two min-
utes into the second period Michael
Wales equalized leaving it all to play for in
the final frame.  At 45:55 Zavoral scored
the game winner to give the Flames the
win

Despite the loss Lightning qualify at the
top of the table.
� Lightning host Telford at Planet Ice on
Saturday, the league fixture will face-off at
7pm.

MARSHALL MK LIONS 89 
Griffin 17, Williams 14, New 13
CHESHIRE JETS 75 
Obazuaye 22, Myers/Pratt 16

THE Lions extended their unbeaten run
to six games in all competitions as they
claimed victory over Cheshire Jets in
their opening game of the BBL Trophy
stages campaign.

In a game where the home side never
trailed, it was Kevin Griffin and Michael
New who got the Lions going to put them
ahead 13-7 early on, and the Lions held a

27-22 lead at the end of the first quarter.  
Both sides traded baskets throughout

the second period, but the Lions main-
tained a five-point advantage at 47-42
going in at half-time.  

In the second half the Jets begin to edge
into the Lions lead, but back-to-back
three-pointers to close out the third
period maintained the deficit to six
points at 63-57 going into the final stanza.  

In the final period, it was the home side
who began to pull away from their visi-
tors with some tremendous three-point
shooting from Dru Spinks and Yorrick

Williams as the Lions edged out to a 72-64
lead.  Griffin made sure of the victory for
the Lions as he netted the last four points
of the game to hand Milton Keynes the
victory.  

Griffin led the Lions’ scoring with 17
points, but it was Jason Obazuaye who
led all scorers in the game bagging 22
points personal for the Jets.

� The Lions are back in action on Friday,
January 4 when they host Plymouth
Raiders in the BBL Trophy. Tip-off
7.30pm.

Win the jam in a
turkey sandwich

Lions unbeaten in six

Greg Randall is pumped up after scoring for against Slough Jets             Pic: Jezz Tebbitts

MK Dons have picked up the
‘Ultra Team of the Round’
award following the area quar-
ter final stage of the Johnstone’s
Paint Trophy.

They progressed through to
the area final, where they will
meet Gillingham on Tuesday,
January 8, after easing to a 2-0
win against AFC Bournemouth.

And it was that performance
against the League One side
that earned the Dons the
award.

Captain Keith Andrews
praised his side for their over
all strength and team spirit, he
said: “We played some very
good football. The way we

defended at times epitomises
the spirit that the manager has
instilled at this club. The back
five we’ve got are a different
class at the moment. 

“We fight for each other, we
want to win, we encourage
each other and nobody is
above anybody. To be awarded
the Ultra Team of the Round
trophy is a fantastic accolade to
the team performance on the
night.”

The strong performance, and
their position in League Two
has made the Dons a strong
contender to lift the prestigious
silver plate Johnstone’s Paint
Trophy.

Dons are Johnstone’s Paint Ultras

MK Johnstones Leyland Decorating Centre manager, Dean Jackson
with Keith Andrews (left) and Danny Swailes (right)

Top: Dons’ first
goal scorer Mark
Wright in ariel bat-
tle with Neil
Mackenzie
Above: Jemal
Johnson is mobbed
by Keith Andrews
and Matt Carbon as
Notts County
defenders lament
the Dons’ injury-
time winner
Right: Luke Howell
gets in a tackle on
Myles Weston    
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