
Local football
STONY STRATFORD TOWN stunned South Midlands
division one leaders Kentish Town with a 5-3 win.

NEW BRADWELL ST PETER were also a victorious
side as they beat Chester Reserves 1-0.

Meanwhile, BUCKINGHAM ATHLETIC lost 3-1 at
the hands of Sport London Benfica and Winslow
United lost 2-0 to Bedford Town Reserves.

In the United Counties premier division, Newport
Pagnell Town lost 3-2 to Cogenhoe and Daventy
beat OLNEY TOWN 6-2 in division one.

Poulter pipped
IAN Poulter, representing England alongside partner
Justin Rose, could not continue his fine form as
Scotland claimed the Golf World Cup.

Scottish pairing Colin Montgomerie and Marc
Warren grabbed the honour with a play-off win
over the United States.

Poulter, who won the Dunlop Phoenix tournament
last week, and Rose carded 67 to finish fourth at
23 under.

Champs dump MK pair
BADMINTON’S Nathan Robertson and Gail Emms’
bid to reach the China Open final ended in disap-
pointment in Guangzhou.

The Commonwealth champions and third seeds
lost 21-19 21-16 to world champions Nova Wid-
ianto and Lilyana Natsir, the Indonesian second
seeds. They had avenged their Denmark Open final
defeat to He Hanbin and Yu Yang to beat the Chi-
nese pairing in the quarter-finals 21-12 21-18, but
once again a tournament has ended in heartache 
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TWO different performances for MK Light-
ning at the weekend saw them pick up two
points from the weekend.

Lightning slipped to their fourth home defeat
of the season when Sheffield Scimitars took
advantage of a poor display from MK.

They recovered from the result to convinc-
ingly beat Wightlink Raiders 5-10 on Sunday,
but once again their games were marred by
more injuries they have sustained.

Both Ross Bowers (wrist) and Nick Poole
(hamstring) are expected to be back in action
soon, however they are doubts for this week-
end.

Player-coach Poole described the results as a
‘mixed bag’ blaming ‘sloppy play and a terrible
second period’ for gifting Sheffield the win.

And it was a bad 20 minutes that cost Light-
ning the match, after taking the lead a minute
in through Poole, they then began to take their
foot off the pedal and were 2-1 down at the end
of the first period following goals from Stephen

Wallace and Robert Dowd.
The wheels then fell off in spectacular fashion

as Sheffield netted three goals in three minutes
to pull away from Lightning. 

It was a rude awakening for MK, who were
then forced to tighten their defensive line, and
prevent the side from leaking any more goals.

In the final period Lightning did manage to
grab two goals of their own back through Toni

Alasaarela and Mikko Skinniari.
Second from bottom Wightlink felt the full

backlash of the poor 60 minutes the day before
as Lightning smashed ten goals passed them to
claim their second win over the Isle of Wight
side. A relatively calm first period saw Lightning
take a 2-1 lead courtesy of Gary Clarke and
Skinnari.

But, it was a fast paced second period that had
spectators on the edge of the seat, Pool and
Alaasarela had given Lightning a 4-1 advantage
until Nicky Watt pulled two back.

Skinnari then slotted in his second of the
evening before Jason Coles brought the score to
5-4 in Lightning’s favour.

MK killed of the game in the final period, fir-
ing home five goals, with Clarke and Alaasarela
sealing hat-tricks before Coles claimed a late
consolation.
� LIGHTNING host Bracknell on Saturday,
face-off is at 7pm before they travel to Chelms-
ford on Sunday for the 6.30pm face-off.

OLNEY’S unbeaten run in the Southern Coun-
ties north came to an end when they crashed to
a 21-11 defeat at the hands of Beaconsfield.

Captain David Smith got the scores rolling for
Olney striking two successful penalty kicks to
gift his side the lead.

But from there on the game became dis-
jointed and Olney slipped back which allowed
Beaconsfield in with two soft converted tried to
take the score to 14-6.

Luckily Smith was on form and skipped
through midfield, passing his opposite number
in the process, to cross the line and pull Olney
back within three points at half-time.

Yet a poor second-half performance from
both sides kept the scores the same for a long
period until Beaconsfield finally broke through
with the final try of the afternoon to claim the
win.

Despite the defeat Olney remain three points
clear at the top of the table.

MK put in an impressive performance to hold
second in the table, Wallingford, to a 12-12
draw.

In truth MK could have and should have won
the game had it not been for their ill discipline
which allowed Wallingford to pull even.

Wallingford were literally handed their first
three points when MK were penalised for using
hands in the ruck, and they did not post a score
until five minutes before the interval when
flaker Shaun White went over for his second try
this season.

But MK fell behind again when Wallingford
added penalties either side of the interval and
things got worse before they got better for MK
as scrum-half Bretherton was sent to the sin-
bin before Dan Walker suffered a broken hand.

The two sides exchanged penalties before
Richard Hill eventually crossed the line for MK
and the resulting conversion tied the scores.

EVERTON TIGERS 67
Robertson 17, Aliu 13, Davis 12
MK LIONS 64
New 1, Brown/Williams 11

LONDON CAPITAL 73 
Van Stein 26, Williams 15, Miller 11
MK LIONS 78 
Heizer 19, New 17, Williams 13

A SUPERB win in the BBL Cup quarter-final over Lon-
don Capital helped MK Lions bounce back from their
fifth league defeat.

On Friday nothing went to plan for the Lions, arriv-
ing late after getting stuck in traffic, they were out of
sorts and quickly trailing 13-9 to the Everton Tigers.
Mike New hit back five points and a lay-up from Tony
Windless saw the Lions take a one point lead before
a late Tigers score saw them edge ahead 17-16 at
the end of the first quarter.

The lead exchanged hands several times in the
second quarter with Yorick Williams hitting a free
throw and a three pointer before the home side went
on a 9-2 run.

David Aliu hit six points which were sandwiched
between Liam Cort and Kevin Griffin’s scores, yet
once again the Tigers had the lead at half-time.

The Lions paid a high price for several missed
shots as they continued to chase the game despite
Griffin and Brown, the only Lions scorers in the third,
posting the important points to keep them within
touching distance.

In the closing stages, a Windless three-pointer to
tied the scores at 61-61 only for Tony Robertson to
then bag a lay-up for the Tigers.

But Williams netted another three-pointer for the
Lions to give them a 63-64 lead with two minutes
remaining.

The Tigers continued the pressure and two baskets
from Tony Miller sealed the game 20 seconds from
time.

On Sunday the Lions bagged a place in the BBL
Cup semi-final where they will meet Guildford Heat.

It was the Lions who started the stronger and a 10-
2 run in the opening period gave them an early 10-
16 lead. However, London Capital fought back with a
9-0 start to the second quarter saw them take a 23-
20 and they lead a four-point advantage over their
visitors to lead 35-31 at the half.

The second half saw the Lions explode out of the
blocks, and a 12-4 start to the third period saw them
re-take the lead at 39-43.

Capital’s Harvey van Stein scored the final eight
points to give the home side a slender one-point
advantage.

The Lions broke the game open as they hit nine of
the first eleven points of the final period to take the
score out to 54-60. Capital clawed their way back
and got to within four points at 68-72 with less than
one minute remaining, but the Lions ran out eventual
winners.
� The Lions now have a week off before they host
London Capital at home on Wednesday, December 5.
Tip-off is at 7.30pm.

WOLVERTON Town Cricket Club have been
handed a huge boost ahead of next season.

They have been awarded a £27,214 grant from
the Government’s £9.4m Community Club
Development Programme.

The Wolverton club won the cash because of
the strength of their junior cricket development
programme.

Chairman, Roger Garrini, said: “We were all
delighted when we were awarded the grant
because our priority need was to upgrade the
square.

“The grant enabled us to do the work over a
period of two seasons and it has been an
extremely successful project. 

“Our pitches have improved considerably
providing good pace and even bounce and this
will help us to maintain and improve playing
standards. 

“Good safe pitches are also important in the
development of young cricket.”

In order to access funding, clubs have to have
an ECB-approved Development Plan and pro-
jects must match the ECB’s desire to leave a
lasting legacy at the club and will also confirm
to the Government’s agenda to increase the
numbers of five to sixteen year olds participat-
ing in cricket at the club.

Mixed bag as Lightning
lose – then blast in ten

Dan Croft celebrates Mikko Skinnari’s third goal against Sheffield Scimitars

Gary
Clarke
just
misses
out

BBL Cup win
boosts Lions

Square deal for club
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