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Local football round-up
STONY STRATFORD TOWN moved level at
the top in Division One of the South
Midlands league following their 3-0 win over
Ampthill Town in Saturday afternoon’s blus-
tery encounter.
Fifth placed NEW BRADWELL ST PETER were
held to a goalless draw by Royston Town
while BUCKINGHAM ATHLETIC lost 2-0 to
Amersham Town.
In Division Two OLD BRADWELL UNITED lost
4-1 to Risborough Rangers.
NEWPORT PAGNELL TOWN ended a run of
eight consecutive defeats as they beat

Raunds Town 4-2 and by doing so are now
15th in the United Counties Premier Division.
In Division Two OLNEY TOWN slipped to fifth
place as they lost 5-3 to Northampton Sileby
Rangers.

Former troubled Gunner to speak
ARSENAL legend Paul Merson is set to tell
all about his life in football when he comes
to Milton Keynes.
The former Gunner, who also had spells with
Middlesborough, Aston Villa, Portsmouth and
Walsall, spent 21 years playing professional-
ly and has plenty of behind the scenes

memories to share.
Fans can have their chance to meet with the
former-England midfielder when he attends
the Sportsman’s Dinner held at stadiummk.
The event, organised by Milton Keynes
Sporting Club and sponsored by MK NEWS,
follows the highly successful evening with
Matt Le Tissier last year.
The evening, which includes a four-course
meal, will take place on Thursday, February
21 and will start at 7.30pm.
Tickets cost £40, for more information call
0871 7261235 or visit
www.mksportingclub.co.uk.

MKSPORTSSHORTS

LOCAL RUGBY
OLNEY moved three points
clear at the top of the Southern
Counties north division follow-
ing their 21-7 win at the Grove.

It was a hot-tempered affair
with the referee dishing out six
yellows and one red. Despite
Olney being down to 13 men at
one point, they always looked
like comfortable winners. 

The first try came as Grove
tried to clear their lines and
winger Scott Filler collected,
ran in field and set up the for-
wards, the ball was then recy-
cled and eventually offloaded
to Will Edwards who dived over
to complete a fantastic phase
of play from Olney. 

Shortly after Edwards
grabbed his second following
some good work from the for-
wards, he was able to bundle
over to give Olney a 14-0 lead at
half-time.

Centre Rhys Peakman ran in
Olney’s third of the evening,
before the Grove hooker scram-
bled over for a consolation try.

MILTON Keynes moved up to
fourth place with a hard-fought
win over Buckingham.

A closely contested match was
kept score less for the majority of
the first-half before Buckingham
secured a turnover ball and their
scrum half raced down field to
give his side a 5-0 lead five min-
utes before the break.

But the advantage was cut to
just two points as Phil Powell
stepped up to convert a penalty
from 30 years.

All MK’s points came courtesy
of Powell’s boot as he kicked two
more penalties after the break
and when the full back slotted
home a drop goal he secured a
12-5 victory.

LEICESTER RIDERS 84
White 21,Woodyard 19, Burns/McKnight 13
MARSHALL MK LIONS 79 
New 21, Brown 18, Windless 16

MK Lions were dumped out of
the BBL Trophy despite being
handed a lifeline last week.

A win over Leicester would
have secured their place in the
semi-finals with a mouthwater-
ing clash with Newcastle
Eagles, the team they beat in
the BBL Cup final, but were
instead left reeling as the home
side recorded a narrow victory.

To add to their woes, results
that followed meant the Lions,
who could have topped the
group, finished third in the
group with a record of three

wins and three defeats.
With one piece of silverware

already in the cabinet this sea-
son the Lions had been looking
at the possibility of claiming
the treble.

Macauley said: “We are huge-
ly disappointed, I am personal-
ly disappointed but really more
so for the fans, they invest so
much into us in terms of
money and support that we
owe them a better perfor-
mance. 

“We could have won the
game, this is a team we blew
out by 32 points last week, and
it’s our fault we didn’t win.”

For a more detailed match
report log on to www.mk-
news.co.uk

Lions lose out
MK Lightning bounced back
from two cup defeats to beat
Telford Tigers in the league.

But the 7-3 win over the
Tigers could not take the sting
out of their exit from the EPL
Cup midweek.

A bizarre fault with the Milton
Keynes countdown clock
meant the game against
Bracknell Bees was cut short
by at least seven minutes as it
counted down at a rapid rate.

The technical glitch went
unnoticed during play but was
spotted when player-coach
Nick Poole viewed tapes of the
game to dissect his side’s per-
formance.

Adding further to their mis-
ery, Lightning were unable to
make their one-goal advantage
from the first leg count as
Bracknell progressed through
to the final.

Gary Clarke and Matt
Towalski managed to get
Lightning in front with score
reading 6-5 on aggregate but
Matt Foord struck four minutes
from time to take the game

into over time, where Bracknell
hit two to knock MK out.

It did not get any better for
Lightning as they travelled to
Swindon Wildcats in need of a
win which would have taken
them through to the knockout
cup semi-finals, but instead
walked away on the wrong end
of a 3-4 score line.

Clarke bagged two and Grant
McPherson grabbed the other
as Lightning held a 3-1 advan-
tage over their hosts but
Swindon turned on the style to
overturn the deficit.

When Lightning managed to
return to winning ways Clarke
was once again at the centre
of the performance with three
goals to his name.

Ales Parez, Toni Alasaarela,
Kurt Irvine and Mikko Skinnari
rounded off the 7-3 victory
which keeps Lightning third in
the league.

� MK Lightning host Wightlink
this Saturday at 7pm, and then
travel to Chelmsford on
Sunday, face-off is at 6.30pm.

Lightning back
WHILE other athletes have their eyes on the Olympics,
Craig Pickering has set his sights on a medal at the World
Indoor Championships.

The Milton Keynes sprinter started the Indoor season,
which began at the weekend in Glasgow, in spectacular
fashion by setting the world’s fastest time this year, 6.57
seconds (see picture above).

But even more importantly his victory in the 60 metres
took Great Britain from third to first and clinched victory
over the US and Germany by one point.

After a great start off the line, something Pickering has
been working tirelessly on, the 22-year-old powered
passed fellow Brit Simeon Williamson and training part-
ner Ryan Scott, who ran as a guest, to record an emphat-
ic win.

“My start was very good but you don’t win with just a
good start.” Pickering added, “I am very pleased with the
way I held my form right through to the line.”

Long jumper and MK Athletics Club team mate Greg
Rutherford has opted out of the indoor season to concen-
trate on the upcoming Olympics in Beijing but Pickering
is looking to use the season as a spring board for success
in the outdoors.

“It is great to be in this sort of form already in an
Olympic year but my focus now is on the World Indoor
Championships. 

“In a final, if you can run 6.5sec that’s a medal and that
is my aim.”

Fastest man on earth

Close encounter:
Ryan Cresswell gets
to grips with Keith
Andrews, above

Backing up: Dean
Lewington feels
the full weight of
Michael Symes,
left

One in the eye:
Macclesfield’s
Terry Dunfield
gets a tackle in
on Aaron
Wilbraham         


