
PERSONALLY I don’t think
there were any more disap-
pointed people in the sta-
dium on Saturday than the
players.

You could have heard a
pin drop in the dressing
room.

Let me be the first to
applaud what a fantastic
effort all the squad have put
in so far and to win nine
games in a row is superb. It
really does speak volumes
about the staff and players’
characters.

You cannot play well every
game, this is a fact, and
when we have matches like
Stockport this is when we
need your help to lift us or
even throw off the opposi-
tion by creating an intense
atmosphere that away
teams will fear.

With the stadium being
the best in the league and
with great fans this should-
n’t be a problem.

The season is only just get-
ting into its flow and every-
body at the club knows that
we have to carry on working
hard with the same desire
as the last few months to
keep the teams behind us at
bay.

I have to give Stockport
there due, they came with a
strict game plan, worked
very hard and I thought had
a bit of luck as any team
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will have to as the lads don’t
give anything away cheaply.

It’s up to us now to draw a
line under that part of the
season and go on another
run.

It isn’t going to be easy as
the quality and form of
each team seems to be get-
ting better by the week.

There is no better game to
motivate yourself after a
defeat than a local derby
and that is what we have
coming up in Wycombe
away.

Derby’s are always tense
affairs with no one wanting
to give the bragging rights
away.

This will be no different
on Saturday.

In my time at MK Dons
the derby matches have
always been great to play in
and, from a fans point of
view, must be cracking
viewing.

So with the short trip to
Wycombe I hope to see you
all there in great voice cre-
ating the same noise as last
year which, I have been
told, was amazing!

MITCH
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MITCHELL
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Local football
IN division one of the South Midlands league
NEW BRADWELL ST PETER beat Bedford
town Reserves 2-1, while STONY STRAT-
FORD TOWN lost 4-2 to Arlesey Athletic.

WINSLOW TOWN drew 1-1 with Cheshunt.
MURSLEY UNITED beat Markyate 6-1 in

division two and OLD BRADWELL won 2-1
against Risborough Rangers.

In the United counties premier league
NEWPORT PAGNELL TOWN were held to a 1-
1 draw with Raunds Town.

While OLNEY TOWN beat Rothwell Corinthi-
ans 4-3 in division one.

Sights on Olympics
A 15-YEAR-OLD boy from Bury Lawn School

is setting his sights on representing Great
Britain in the 2012 Olympics.

James Leitch, a Leighton Buzzard Canoe
Club member, is currently training to take
part in placid water canoeing for the London
Olympics in five years time.

Earlier this year the talented youngster rep-
resented Great Britain Under-16s in the 500
and 1,000 metres and 2.5K in a tournament
in France.

Next year Leitch will again compete at
international level with more than 2,000
other competitors set to take part over a dis-
tance of 24 miles.

Canoeing is not on the curriculum at Bury
Lawn School but Leitch is certainly raising
the profile of his chosen sport.

Three on the trot
MK Men’s Hockey Club won their third con-
secutive match as they beat a strong Sun-
bury side 5-3.

After 15 minutes Russell Brazier picked up
a short corner to fire MK into the lead, but
Sunbury were quick to reply and a break
away goal just before half-time saw them go
ahead.

Despite being the better side at the re-start
MK fell 3-1 down and were forced to dig
deep to get back into the match.

MK found the back of the net twice within
two minutes to get back on even terms, Ali
McColl then put them into the lead before
Jack Vandross sealed all three points.
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Leon Knight gets away from Ashley Williams

Worcester Wolves 82 
(Paez 32, Harker 20, Potts 10)
MK Lions 86 
(Brown 17, New 16, Williams 15)

MK Lions 81 
(Windless 18, Heizer 17, Jamison 12)
Plymouth Raiders 78 
(Martin 21, Moore 16, Beasley 12)

MK Lions moved back into the top half
of the table as they put their double
defeat last weekend behind them to reg-
ister back-to-back victories.

For the second time this season the
Lions took the spoils against Worcester
with a narrow four point victory.

Wolves started the better side with a 7-0
burst which proved to be the difference as
the Lions trailed 27-20 at the end of the
first quarter.

The hosts continued their momentum
and continued to build as strong lead as
the Lions were firmly put on the back foot
falling 50-37 behind at half time.

But the break came at a good time for
the Lions as they regathered their focus
and tore into the Wolves on the return to
the court.

A stunning fightback saw the Lions hit a
21-2 run to turn the match around with
Mike New, who scored 14 of his 16 points
during the second half, the key to the
change in the Lions fortunes as they took
the lead going into the final quarter.

Wolves refused to give in though and
after falling behind 68-77 they got back

within two (82-84) with 40 second left
thanks to two three-points shots from
player-coach Skouson Harker.

However, the home side could not score
the vital basket and Terrell Brown sealed
the match from the free throw line.

Their win over Plymouth Raiders on
Sunday was equally impressive with vet-
eran Tony Windless leading from the front
with 18 points.

The Lions, and particularly centre
Shawn Jamison, came out strongly and
soon led 11-2 and they maintained their
good start to lead 31-18 after the first
quarter.

It was much the same in the second as
the Lions, led by Mike New and Heizer,
had a 60-35 advantage at half time.

However, the Raiders would not lie
down restricting the Lions to nine points
to narrow the gap on the back of a 14-1
run to make it 69-61 going into the deci-
sive quarter.

The Raiders completed their come back
and took the lead late in the game.  The
Lions held out until there were four min-
utes left, when a long three-pointer from
Beasley made the score 72-73. 

DeAntoine Beasley took the game right
to the wire with a long three-pointer to
take the Raiders within a point but scores
from Windless and Heizer and Brown
sealed the victory for the Lions. 
More pictures at www.mk-news.co.uk

� The Lions do not play this weekend but are
back in action on Friday, November 9.

Lions back on track

Mike New in action

SOUTHERN COUNTIES NORTH
MK pushed up to sixth place in the  league
with their first home win of the season
over Swindon.

Swindon took the game to MK right from
the offset with a converted try helping
them take a 10-3 lead, before Steve Christe
and Phil Powell hit back with two tries to
give MK a 15-10 advantage at the half.

An early penalty pulled Swindon just two
points but their scrum-half was sent to the
sin bin which effectively ended their
game.

Powell added a penalty before MK’s good
work at the line-out saw the backs
exchange some neat passing and Powell
crossed the line for his second try of the
afternoon and converting to give Olney a
25-13 win.

OLNEY almost lost their undefeated tag in
a very close contest against lowly Newbury
Stags.

Rhys Peakman opened the scoring for
Olney when he skipped passed three
missed tackles to score under the posts
and flyhalf Dave Smith followed suit
shortly after as he crossed the line. 

Newbury upped their game and follow-
ing some intense pressure their tight head
prop crossed the line before an inter-
cepted pass allowed them to grab their
second.

After the break Johnny Carr posted
Olney’s third try but Newbury kept up with
the scoring and were left to rue two missed
conversions as they lost out 21-22.

MK Lightning lost their first league game
at the weekend, but the biggest blow was
two of their big stars picking up injuries.

The defeat came on the back of a com-
prehensive win over Chelmsford Chief-
tains in the EPL Cup.

Both Ales Parez (shoulder) and Greg
Randell (fractured tibia) were sent to
hospital following Lightning’s 1-0 defeat
to Romford Radiers and could be facing
lengthy spells on the sidelines.

“Despite the loss the most upsetting
aspect of the game was the injuries that
we have suffered,” player-coach Nick
Poole added, “Greg got caught with his
foot planted in the ice and looks to have
suffered a broken tibia. 

“Ales made a great hit on one player
behind their net and was then jumped by
a Romford bench warmer from behind. 

“The most disappointing thing is that
fellow sportsman can have such a lack of
respect for their opponents.”

The club are waiting for the swelling to
go down before they can assess how long
the players will be out of action for.

Lightning played their usual attacking
game but could not breach the Romford
defence and Juraj Rusic’s goal proved to
be enough for the Raiders.

Poole said: “The Raiders scored early in
the match and then defended desper-
ately for the remainder of the game and if
it were not for some great net minding
and a few posts we could have won.”

The news had been better for Lightning
as they moved closer to a semi-final
place in the EPL with a stunning victory
over the Chieftains.

Lightning got an early shock as Kaupo
Kaljuste put the visitors in front after two
minutes, but MK hit back through Chris
McEwen and Toni Alasaarela.

It was in the second period when Light-
ning started to take control, despite Cot-
ton pulling the Chieftains back on level
terms, with Gary Clarke hitting the third
before Mikko Skinnari got his name on
the score sheet.

Alasaarela completed a hat-trick at the
start of the third period and grabbed his
fourth at the end while Clarke and Parez
also posted goals.
� Lightning host Wightlink in the cup on Sat-
urday with face-off at 7pm, before travelling
to Guildford on Sunday, face -off is at 6pm.

Coach rues leg break

Ales Parez turns the puck back with Nick
Poole waiting                   Picture Tony Sargent

MKNEWS | www.mk-news.co.uk | October 31, 2007 | 103


